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Today’s Agenda

1. Overview of the Importance of GMAS
2. School, System, and State Comparison
3. Types of Items and Scores
4. EOG and EOC Reports
5. Promotion and Retention
6. GaDOE Resources
7. Questions and Answers
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The Importance of GMAS
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• Teachers can use it to better tailor instruction to the child’s 
needs. 
• We can compare student performance across schools and 

districts statewide. 
• We have information about how Georgia students compare 

with their peers nationally.
• We have accurate measures of achievement and growth for 

all students, including those with disabilities and English 
learners. 
• Parents can use this information to better communicate 

with teachers and school administrators about their child’s 
progress.
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Uses of 
Georgia Milestones
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Uses of 
Georgia Milestones

3/26/2019 5

• The End of Grade (EOG) measures help determine 
promotion/retention status in grade 3 (reading), grade 5 (reading 
and mathematics), and grade 8 (reading and mathematics)

• Informs Georgia’s accountability measures (CCRPI, Growth, 
Educator Effectiveness)

• Provides a college and career readiness signal
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Achievement Levels
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Beginning Learners do not yet demonstrate proficiency in the 
knowledge and skills necessary at this grade level/course of learning,
as specified in Georgia’s content standards.  The students need 
substantial academic support to be prepared for the next grade level 
or course and to be on track for college and career readiness.
 
Developing Learners demonstrate partial proficiency in the 
knowledge and skills necessary at this grade level/course of learning,
as specified in Georgia’s content standards.  The students need 
additional academic support to ensure success in the next grade level
or course and to be on track for college and career readiness. 
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Achievement Levels
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Proficient Learners demonstrate proficiency in the knowledge and 
skills necessary at this grade level/course of learning, as specified in 
Georgia’s content standards. The students are prepared for the next 
grade level or course and are on track for college and career 
readiness.
 
Distinguished Learners demonstrate advanced proficiency in the 
knowledge and skills necessary at this grade level/course of 
learning, as specified in Georgia’s content standards. The students 
are well prepared for the next grade level or course and are well 
prepared for college and career readiness.
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Types of Items and 
Scores
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Types of Test Items

• Criterion-referenced (CR)
• Measures specific skills that make up the written curriculum or 

standards
• Used to determine whether a student has achieved specific skills or 

concepts
• Cannot give a broad estimate of knowledge because specific 

content is assessed

• Norm-referenced (NR) 
• Measures broad skill areas sampled from a variety of sources and 

experts
• Used to sort or rank a student with respect to the achievement of 

other students or norming group
• Cannot gauge mastery of content because broad content/skills are 

assessed and too few items

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods,
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods,
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Types of Scores

• Scale Scores
• Range varies depending on grade level and content 

area 
• Achievement Level Cut Scores
• Developing Learner: 475
• Proficient Learner: 525
• Distinguished Learner: base cut score varies from 

555 to 610
• Grade Conversion Scores (End Of Course Only)
• Domain Category
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Grade Conversion 
Scores for EOC

The grade conversion 
score is another form of 
a scale score.
– It is derived from the 

three-digit scale score.
– It was developed to 

contribute to the course 
grade, as required by SBOE 
rule.
– Each course has a grade 

conversion score table 
based on the scale for the 
course.

Test Score Grade Conversion
Below Developing 0–67
Developing 68 – 79
Proficient 80 – 91
Distinguished 92 – 100 
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Domain Categories
English Language Arts (ELA)

• Reading Status 
• Below Grade Level
• On Grade Level or Above

• Lexile Score
• Writing Scores
• Extended Writing Task – rubric score by trait
• Ideas, Organization and Coherence [number of points earned out of 4]

• Language Usage and Conventions [number of points earned out of 3] 

• Narrative Writing [number of points earned out of 4 possible]
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Domain Categories

Mathematics, Science, Social Studies
• Remediate Learning
• Monitor Learning
• Accelerate Learning
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• A norm-referenced score indicates the 
standing of a student’s achievement in 
relation to the performance of students
across the nation. 
• Score reported in percentile rank and 

percentile ranges.
• Percentile ranks range from 1 to 99 where 

the value of 50 reflects average 
performance.

Norm-Referenced Scores
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Interpreting NPRs

• Anna’s national percentile ranking (NPR) in 
English/Language Arts is 54.
• Anna performed as well as or better than 54 percent of 

the national norming group.
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EOG AND EOC 
STUDENT REPORTS
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End of Grade - Individual Student
Report (ISR) Sample

** Illustration purposes only **
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Promotion and Retention
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Achievement Levels and 
Policy Uses
• Distinguished Learner

 This will be the Achievement Level required for a successful EOC “test-out”
attempt.

• Beginning Learner
This level will require remediation and a retest in the area of 

mathematics for grades 5 and 8.
For EOC, these students are eligible for EOC retests beginning with 

the Spring 2016 EOC Mid-Month Administration.

•  Reading: Below Grade Level
This level will require a remediation and a retest in the area of 

English/Language Arts for grades 3, 5 and 8.
A retest will be available in the content area of ELA for those who 

require a retest in these grades based upon the reading 
designation.
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Reading – Grades 3, 5, and 8
Students who receive Reading and Vocabulary domain 
designation of Below Grade Level need remediation and are 
eligible to retest in English/Language Arts. 

Mathematics – Grades 5 and 8
• Students in the Beginning Learner Achievement Level on the 

Mathematics test need remediation and are eligible to retest in 
Mathematics.

Promotion and Retention
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(Students take the entire test.)
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TESTING DATES 
Day Grade Date Subject Multiple Sessions

Day 1 3, 4, and 5 Wednesday, May 1 English/Language Arts Section 1 - 
Writing

Day 2 3, 4, and 5 Thursday, May 2 English/Language Arts Section 2

Day 3 3, 4, and 5 Friday, May 3 English/Language Arts Section 3

Day 4 3, 4, and 5 Monday, May 6 Make-up

Day 5 3, 4, and 5 Tuesday, May 7 Math Section 1

Day 6 3, 4 and 5 Wednesday, May 8 Math Section 2

Day 7 5 Thursday, May 9 Science Sections 1 and 2

Day 8 5 Friday, May 10 Social Studies Sections 1 and 2

Day 9 3, 4, and 5 Monday, May 13 Make-up

 
Multiple Sessions are mandatory
 
Grade 3 Online
 
Grade 4 Online
 
Grade 5 Online
 
ALL Read Alouds Online
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• http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-
Assessment/Assessment/Pages/default.aspx
• http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-

Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-
Assessment-System.aspx
• http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-

Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-EOG-
Resources.aspx 
• http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-

Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-EOC-
Resources.aspx 
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Questions & Answers
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