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CPUSH (Unit 2, #2B)

Matrix of Excerpts from Common Sense

Student Handout KT

Directions: Usa tha matrix below to record your interpretation of the excerpl your palr has been assigned. Create an act-it-out of the excerpt. Then usa this
matrix to take notes during class presentations about the other axcerpts.
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Excerpt from Common Sense

What the excerpt means In our own words

*| have haard it asserted by some, that as America hath flourished under her
former connaction with Greal Britain, the same connaction is necessary
tewvards her future happiness, and will always have the sama effect. Nathing
can be mare fallacious than this kind of argument.”

“We have boasted the protection of Great Britain without considering that her
miolive was interest, not attachmant; and that she did not protect us from cur
enomies an our account, but from her enemies on her own agcount, .. "

“Buf Britaln |s the parant country, say somea. Then the more shame upan har
conduct. Even brutes do nof devour thelr young, nor savages make war upon
their tamilies., . . .|

| challenge the warmes! advacals for reconcilfation, to show a single
advanlage that this continent can reap, by being connecied with Great Britain.
| repeat the chaflengs; not a single advantage is derved.”

*Small islands, not capable of protecting themsehves, are the proper objects for
kingdomes to take under their care; but there is something absurd, in supposing
a continant o ba perpetually governed by an island. In no instance hath nature
mada the satefiite larger than its primary planet.”
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“Mothing but independence . . . can keap the peace of the continent. .. . A
government of our own is our natural ight and when a man sedously reflects
on the precariousness of human gffales, he will becoms convincad, that B is
infinitaly wiser and safer, to form & constitution of our own in a cool deliberata
mannar, whila we have it in owr powsr. .. ."




Excerpt from the Declaration of Independence

What the Excerpt Means

“When in the course of human events it becomes necessary for one people
to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another...a
decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare
the causes which impel them to the separation.”

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal; that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that
among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

“To secure these [basic] rights, governments are instituted among men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.”

“That whenever any form of government becomes destructive ‘in protecting
rights and responding to the people], it is the right of the people to alter or
abolish it, and to institute a new government."

“The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated
injuries and usurpations, all having, in direct object, the establishment of an
absolute tyranny over these States.”

“To prove [that England has interfered with colonial rights], let the facts be
submitted to a candid world: He has refused to assent to laws the most
wholesome and necessary for the public good.”

“In every state of these oppressions, we have petitioned for redress in the
most humble terms; our repeated petitions have been answered only by
repeated injury. A prince whose character is thus marked by every act which
may define a tyrant is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.”

“We, therefore...solemnly publish and declare, that these united colonies
are, and of right ought to be, free and independent states...”




