
Strategies for solving word problems: 

1. Underline the question – you need to know what is being asked 

2. Think about how to solve the problem – which process, operations, equations, or formulas you’ll need to use 

3. Re-read the problem completely. 

4. Draw a picture or diagram if appropriate. 

5. Circle key words that will help guide your problem solving process. 

6. Solve the problem and determine if the solution makes sense. 

7. Check your work. 

Test taking strategies: 

1. Practice using the online tools. 

2. Organize your work folder and work out problems completely. 

3. Don’t stay on a question too long.  If you can’t think about how to begin, flag the question and move to another question.  Often 

a different question will help you remember how to solve one you’ve flagged. 

4. Don’t leave questions blank.    

Resources 

Florida Standards Assessments Portal:  www.fsassessments.org  (Use Chrome or Firefox) 

FSA Training Tests: http://fsassessments.org/students-and-families/training-tests/  (Use Chrome or Firefox) 

FSA Frequently Asked Questions:  http://fsassessments.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/2014-2015-Assessment-
Accommodations-FAQ.pdf 

FSA Blueprints:  www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/depts/is/math/ (Use Internet Explorer) 

About the Florida Standards (FLDOE):  http://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/florida-standards/about.stml 

PARCC Practice Test:  www.parcconline.org/take-the-test 

Khan Academy Core:  www.khanacademy.org/commoncore/ 

Florida Students:  www.floridastudents.org 

Just Take: 20:  www.justtake20.org 

SJCSD Testing Task Force:  http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/testing/ 
 

SJCSD Year – at – a – Glance:  http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/year-at-a-glance/ 
 

Reference and Formula Sheets:  
http://fsassessments.org/wpcontent/uploads/2015/01/FSAMathematicsReferenceSheetsPacket1_Updated-January-8_2015.pdf 

 

District Support Personnel  

Donna Frank    Donna Soncrant    Kim Wuellner 
Elementary Mathematics Specialist  Secondary Mathematics Specialist  Coordinator K – 12 Mathematics 

(904) 547 – 7745    (904) 547 – 7698    (904) 547 – 7539 
Donna.Frank@stjohns.k12.fl.us  Donna.Soncrant@stjohns.k12.fl.us  Kim.Wuellner@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

 
Laurie Hays    Jay DiMartino    Sheila Veatch 

Elementary Language Arts Specialist  Secondary Language Arts Specialist  Coordinator K – 12 Literacy 
(904) 547 – 7548    (904) 547 – 7699    (904) 547 – 7529 

Laurie.Hays@stjohns.k12.fl.us  Jay.Dimartino @stjohns.k12.fl.us  Sheila.Veatch@stjohns.k12.fl.us 
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SJCSD FSA Information Night 
K – 8 Presentation 

Fall 2015 
 

 

2016 ELA FSA Testing Dates 

Grade Level Date Duration 
Number of 

Sessions 
Delivery Method 

3rd FSA ELA Mar 28 – Apr 8 80 minutes 2 Paper Based (PBT) 

4th – 5th FSA ELA Apr 11 – May 6 80 minutes 2 Computer Based (CBT) 

6th – 8th FSA ELA Apr 11 – May 6 85 minutes 2 Computer Based (CBT) 

9th & 10th  FSA ELA Apr 11 – May 6 90 minutes 2 Computer Based (CBT) 

FSA Writing Testing Dates 
4th – 7th FSA Writing Feb 29 – Mar 11 90 minutes 1 Paper Based (PBT) 

8th – 10th FSA Writing Feb 29 – Mar 11 90 minutes 1 Computer Based (CBT) 

 

2016 Mathematics FSA Testing Dates 

Grade Level Date Duration 
Number of 

Sessions 
Delivery Method 

3rd FSA Math Mar 28 – Apr 8 80 minutes 2 Paper Based (PBT) 

4th FSA Math Apr 11 – May 6 80 minutes 2 Paper Based (PBT) 

5th FSA Math Apr 11 – May 6 80 minutes 2 Computer Based (CBT) 

6th – 8th FSA Math Apr 11 – May 6 60 minutes 3 Computer Based (CBT) 

EOC:  Alg. 1, Geo., Alg. 2 Apr 11 – May 6 80 minutes 2 Computer Based (CBT) 

 
 

2016 NGSSS Testing Dates 

Assessment Date Duration 
Number of 

Sessions 
Delivery Method 

FCAT 2.0 8th grade 
Science 

Apr 11 – May 6 160 minutes 1 Paper Based (PBT) 

Civics EOC Apr 18 – May 20 160 minutes 1 Computer Based (CBT) 
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How can you help your child be prepared? 

- Read…newspapers, periodicals, fiction, biographies.  Encourage your child to read every night. 

- Encourage authentic reading and writing activities – write letters and thank you notes, read newspapers and 

journals, discuss current events. 

- Use other content sources (science, math, social studies) as reading resources. 

- Talk about what is being read.  Write about what is being read. 

- Stop at unknown words.  Discuss what the words might mean and if the text helps understand the unknown word.   

- Summarization is one of the most difficult tasks; provide relevant practice. 

- Stay involved – use Edmodo, Home Access Center (HAC), and other resources to be up – to – date with assignments 

and grades.  Review your child’s homework and offer positive feedback. 

 

 

 

 

Table adapted from FLDOE document:  Parent’s Backpack Guide to the Florida Standards  

http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/12087/urlt/Backpack-Guide.pdf 
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Mathematics 

1. Which two statements can be represented by the expression 𝟒 × 𝟖? 

 

 
 

2. An equation is shown.     𝟑𝒎 ∙ 𝟑𝒏 = 𝟑−𝟐    What are the possible values of 𝒎 and 𝒏? 

 

 

Table adapted from FLDOE document:  Parent’s Backpack Guide to the Florida Standards http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/12087/urlt/Backpack-Guide.pdf 
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