MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF WEST CENTRAL COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT #235 HELD IN THE ELEMENTARY CAFETERIA ON DECEMBER 16, 2009.

The meeting was called to order by President Brent at 6:00 pm in the Elementary Cafeteria.  The following board members answered roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye, Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye.  President Brent declared a quorum present.  Also present were Superintendent Grimm, P. Geiser, S. Richard, D. Buss, J. Nichols, J. Serven, R. Dwyer, J. Farniok and approximately 70 students, parents and community members.
President Brent led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

GOOD NEWS ITEMS

Under good news items the Board recognized Erin Bavery, Shelby Crawford, Mike Lewis and Drew Postle as this year’s Illinois State Scholars. Each of the four students were introduced and received a certificate from the Board.  Also noted as success were the following items:

· WCHS junior varsity boys basketball team was congratulated on their success at the Galva Tourney;

· The Elementary and Early Childhood winter concerts were well attended and very nice;

· The WCHS and WCMS concerts were outstanding;

· WCHS bowling teams are off to a good start for the 2009-10 season.

APPROVE AGENDA

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Arnold to approve the agenda as presented.  Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.

RECOGNITION OF AUDIENCE REQUEST FOR PRESENTATION
Under recognition of audience request for presentation, the board heard from three audience members (Jesse Sams, Dylan Bell and Liz Sanning) offering their support for the continued employment of Steve Arnold as the WCHS head football coach.  There were no other members of the audience who wished to address the board at this time.

CLOSED SESSION

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Clark to enter closed session to discuss matters pertaining to personnel at 6:15 pm.  Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Clark to return to open session at 6:54 pm.  Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.
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ACTION ITEM

Motion by Sams to retain Steve Arnold as WCHS head football coach.  Motion died for lack of a second.

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Clark to dismiss Steve Arnold as WCHS head football coach.  Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, nay; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.

Sams exited at 7:00 pm.
CONSENT AGENDA

Motion by Torrance, seconded by Arnold to approve the consent agenda (Minutes of the November 18, 2009 regular meeting; Minutes of the December 2, 2009 special meeting; Minutes of the November 18, 2009 and December 2, 2009 closed meetings; WC High School Graduation Date as Sunday, May 16, 2010 at 2 pm; WC Middle School Promotion Date as Monday, May 17, 2010 at 7 pm; Contract with America’s Best Water Treaters for a one-year period beginning on November 23, 2009 in the amount of $3000;

Quote from Mark Muhleman for snow removal services for snowfall that exceeds two inches for the Media and Stronghurst campus at the rates of $60 and $240 respectively.) Roll call: Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, absent; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye.  Motion carried.
FINANCIAL ACTIVITY
Motion by Anderson, seconded by Goff to approve the payment of all bills as presented.  Roll call: Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, absent; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Torrance, seconded by Arnold to approve the activity account summaries for November 2009 for WCE, WCMS, and WCHS as presented.  Roll call: Goff, aye; Sams, absent; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Clark, seconded by Goff to approve the November 2009 treasurer’s report as presented.  Roll call: Goff, aye; Sams, absent; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye.  Motion carried.

The board was also informed that as of Wednesday, December 16, 2009 the State Comptroller is sitting on $412,000 of vouchered money from ISBE that is owed to the district.  

ACTION ITEMS

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Arnold to approve the 2009 tax levy in the amount of $3,823,188 as presented.  Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, absent; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.
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Motion by Anderson, seconded by Clark to approve the request to pilot a no zero homework project for WCHS freshmen students for the spring semester of the 2009-10 school year as presented.  Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, absent; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Torrance to approve the request that the WCHS CNA  class be set at one full credit as presented. Roll call: Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, absent.  Motion carried.

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Torrance to approve the request of WCHS head softball coach John Morrison to conduct a fund raising activity as presented.  Roll call: Sams, absent; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, nay; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye.  Motion carried.

REPORTS

The board heard reports from Principal Buss, Principal Nichols and Principal Geiser.  They also heard a curriculum report from Mrs. Serven, a technology report from Mrs. Frakes and a  special education report from Mrs. Farniok.

RECESS

The board took a brief recess beginning at 7:25 pm.
RECONVENED

The meeting was reconvened in the elementary cafeteria at 7:37 pm.  The following board members answered roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, absent; Torrance, aye. President Brent declared a quorum present.  Also present were Supt. Grimm, D. Buss, S. Richard, P. Geiser, J. Nichols, J. Serven, M. Frakes, J. Farniok, R. Dwyer and a couple of community members.

DISCUSSION ITEMS
The board heard a lengthy presentation from Superintendent Grimm and District Curriculum Director Mrs. Serven on the ISBE’s Race to the Top Grant project.  Essentially the board was informed that Mr. Grimm and Mr. Geiser would be participating in a webinar sponsored by ISBE on Friday, December 18th.  If there is new and substantial information shared as a result of this webinar, the board was informed that they may need to have a special board meeting early in January to further discuss the district’s possible participation in the Race to the Top program.

The board heard a proposal from the WCHS Pride Committee regarding community service. The board by consensus gave their blessing for this community service project to be implemented.

The board discussed parking lot security issues on the north campus once again.  As a result of the discussion, the board directed Superintendent Grimm to secure another quote for security cameras for the north campus parking lot.
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FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

There were no future agenda items identified.

CLOSED SESSION
Motion by Arnold, seconded by Torrance to adjourn to closed session at 8:56 pm to discuss matters pertaining to personnel.  Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, absent; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Arnold, seconded by Torrance to return to open session at 9:38 pm.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion carried.

PERSONNEL

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Arnold to employ Sarah Bigger as the WCMS 7th grade girls volleyball coach as presented. Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, absent; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Torrance to employ Dana Hetrick as the WCMS 6th grade girls volleyball coach as presented.  Roll call: Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, absent; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Arnold, seconded by Torrance to accept the resignation of Chris Winters as WCHS assistant baseball coach as presented. Roll call: Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, absent; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye. Motion carried.

FUTURE MEETINGS

The board was reminded that their next regularly scheduled meeting will be at 6 pm on Wednesday, January 20, 2010 in the elementary cafeteria.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Clark to adjourn at 9:41 pm.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion carried.  

THESE MINUTES ARE APPROVED AS WRITTEN THIS 20TH DAY OF JANUARY 2010.
Lonnie Brent, Board President

Paul Anderson, Board Secretary
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