MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF WEST CENTRAL COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT #235 HELD IN THE ELEMENTARY CAFETERIA ON DECEMBER 15, 2010.

The meeting was called to order by Board President Brent at 6:00 pm in the Elementary Cafeteria.  The following board members answered roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye.  President Brent declared a quorum present.  Also present were Superintendent Grimm, S. Richard, D. Buss, J. Nichols, J. Bradburn, J. Farniok, M. Frakes, J. Serven, and approximately 25 guests.
President Brent led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

GOOD NEWS ITEMS

Under good news items the Board recognized West Central teachers Kathy Lafary and Lara Kendell for earning their National Board Certified Teacher designation.  The Board presented Mrs. Lafary and Mrs. Kendell with a frame in which they may put their NB certificates in when they receive them in early 2011. The board also recognized the six teachers who completed Phase I of the certification process but who have not yet successfully completed this process.  Those teachers are Charlotte Ackermann, Terri Copeland, Laura Lewis, Kristi Lumbeck, Jessi Winters, and Chris Wright.  

Also under good news items, the Board recognized Hannah Allaman, Rachel Allaman, Alissa Crandall, Brock Heap, Mary Lewis, Sam Sanning and Amanda Schneider as this year’s Illinois State Scholars. To earn this designation each student had to earn a certain score based on their class rank and performance on the ACT test which they took as Juniors last year. Each of the seven students were introduced and received a certificate from the Board.  

Also noted as success were the following items:

· Sam Sanning thanked the board for the opportunity to participate in the indoor soccer program and reported that they had done very well and enjoyed the experience;

· Supt Grimm reported that District #235 received last week the remainder of the FY10 revenue from the State of Illinois;

· Mr. Buss reported that the elementary concerts were well very well done and attendance was great;

· It was reported that the Pre K concert was also very nice;

· Over 60 children have been assisted with Christmas gifts through our angel tree program;

· Mr. Nichols complimented the middle school dance squad which is sponsored through the 21st Century grant on their performance at the middle school boys’ game;

· Mr. Nichols thanked the Home Community Education Group for their generous donation of a set of 16 books of mission science biographies;

· The High School student council and national honor society groups donated $450 to the Toys for Tots program;

· Several students throughout the district have received new coats which have been donated by various individuals and groups.

CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE

GOOD NEWS ITEMS

APPROVE AGENDA

Motion by Clark, seconded by Sams to approve the agenda with the following additions: XV(C-1) Employment of Nina Hurt, District Bus Driver and XV(D-3).  Resignation of Dana Hetrick as 6th grade volleyball coach and the board also removed the 2010 tax levy from the consent agenda. Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.

RECOGNITION OF AUDIENCE REQUEST FOR PRESENTATION
Under recognition of audience request for presentation, the board allowed Mr. Dave Pistorius from First Midstate, Inc. to address them on the process of selling working cash fund bonds.  Mr. Pistorius presented the board with an overview of the process to sell working cash fund bonds and encouraged the board to consider seeking the necessary approval to sell working cash fund bonds should the need arise in the future.  The primary advantage for this is that the approval process will shorten the amount of time needed for the district to secure the proceeds from such a bond sale. The approval once received is good for 3 years.  Mr. Grimm emphasized to the board that there is currently no need or any desire to sell working cash fund bonds at this time, but it might be a good idea to seek approval to sell working cash fund bonds now because of the uncertainty of the State’s ability to meet their financial obligations to school districts.  It was the decision of the board to bring this topic to the January board meeting for additional discussion.

Also during this portion of the agenda the board discussed agenda item XII(C) – Additional Support for National Board Certification candidates.  During this portion of the agenda, Supt. Grimm reviewed with the board a tentative memorandum of understanding that has been discussed with WCATS regarding providing additional financial assistance to the six remaining candidates who have not yet successfully completed the National Board Certification process. It was the consensus of the board to bring this item back for approval at the January 2011 board meeting.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Arnold to approve the consent agenda (Minutes of the November 17, 2010 regular board meeting; West Central High School graduation will be held on Sunday, May 15, 2011 at 2 pm; West Central Middle School promotion will be held on Monday, May 23, 2011 at 7 pm; Approved the request to solicit bids for the district’s property, casualty and liability insurance; Approved the middle school and high school math sequence under option 2; Approved the food allergy management plan; Approved the following proposed policy revisions on first reading:  Policy 2:220  Board of Education – Meeting Procedures;    Policy 2:230  Board of Education – Public Participation at Board of Education Meetings and Petitions to the Board; Policy 2:260  Board of Education – Uniform Grievance Procedure; Policy 4:10    Operational Services – Fiscal and Business Management; Policy 7:170  Operational Services – Safety; Policy 5:10    General Personnel – Equal Employment Opportunity and Minority Recruitment; Policy 5:30    General Personnel – Hiring Process and Criteria; Policy 5:90    General Personnel – Abused and Neglected Child Reporting; Policy 5:120  General Personnel – Ethics and Conduct; Policy 5:220  Professional Personnel – Substitute Teachers; Policy 5:260  Professional Personnel – Student Teachers; Policy 6:300  Instruction – Graduation Requirements; Policy 7:50    Students – School Admissions and Student Transfers to and From Non-District Schools; Policy 7:100  Students – Health, Eye, and Dental 
APPROVE AGENDA

WORKING CASH BONDS

NAT BD CERT ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL SUPPORT

CONSENT AGENDA

Examinations; Immunizations; and Exclusion of Students; Policy 7:310  Students – Restrictions on Publications; Approved the seeking of bids for the replacement of the circle drive in front of the middle school on the south campus). Roll call: Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye.  Motion carried.

FINANCIAL ACTIVITY
Motion by Anderson, seconded by Arnold to approve the payment of all bills as presented. Roll call: Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Torrance to approve the activity account summaries for November 2010 for WCE, WCMS and WCHS as presented.  Roll call: Goff, absent; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye. Motion carried.

Motion by Clark, seconded by Sams to approve the November 2010 treasurer’s report as presented.  Roll call: Goff, absent; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye.  Motion carried.

During the review of the district’s financial report, Supt. Grimm reported that as of November 30th, the district has received 41.21% of budgeted revenue and has expended 38.15% of budgeted expenditures.  At the end of 5 months of the fiscal year, those numbers should be at 41.66%.  He also pointed out that during the month of December we have received approximately 1.137 million dollars in local property tax money plus approximately $46,000 in corporate personal property replacement tax money.  Supt. Grimm indicated that at the end of December the revenue picture should be right on track with actual revenue received compared to budgeted amounts.

ACTION ITEMS

Motion by Sams, seconded by Torrance to approve the 2010 tentative tax levy in the amount of $4,006,702 as presented.  Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Arnold to approve the following quotes for HLS survey projects as follows:  Frank Millard & Co for WCMS Water Cooler Installation at the cost of $3898; Frank Millard & Co for HVAC work at the south campus at the cost of $720; Barngrovers & Sons for safety glass for the trophy cases at WCMS at the cost of $1098.70; ABC Fire Extinguisher Sales & Service for fire suppression system at WCMS kitchen at the cost of $2725; Roy Keith Electric for electrical work at the south campus at the cost of $1045; Northwest Restoration for concrete cap repair at the south campus at the cost of $1734 as presented.  Roll call: Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent.  Motion carried. 

Motion by Torrance, seconded by Clark to approve the request to develop and submit an ISBE energy conservation grant as presented. Roll call: Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent; Sams, aye, Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye.  Motion carried.

FINANCIAL ACTIVITY

2010 TAX LEVY

HLS WORK

ISBE ENERGY GRANT
The board briefly discussed a proposed fee increase for the student drug testing program that has been requested by the McDonough District Hospital.  As a result of that discussion, the board directed Supt. Grimm to contact MDH to let them know that if the service of medical reviewer is not absolutely required; the district will waive the use of a MRO unless there is a positive test result.

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Arnold to approve the purchase of a 2009 Chevy Express – 12 passenger van from Bruce Foote Chevrolet at a total cost of $17,450 as presented.  Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.
REPORTS
The board heard reports from the Building Principals Mr. Buss, Mr. Nichols and Mr. Bradburn.  They also heard reports from Mrs. Serven, District Curriculum Director, Mrs. Farniok, District Special Education Coordinator, and Mrs. Frakes, District Technology Coordinator. As part of the district’s technology report, Mr. Grimm informed the board that he would be pursuing options to provide some additional man power to our instructional technology department.  Supt. Grimm pointed out that due to the number of machines that are on our network and the complexity of the network, our current staff is in need of additional assistance to keep the network functioning properly at all times.  The board agreed with Mr. Grimm’s assessment and asked him to prepare a list of alternatives that could be considered to provide that additional assistance.

DISCUSSION ITEMS
The board was given direction from Board President Brent on the process for completing the Superintendent’s evaluation.  Board members were asked to return the evaluations to Dr. Brent by January 4, 2011.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

Under future agenda items, the board requested that the proposed revision to board policy 2:230 be placed on the agenda as a separate action item at the January 2011 meeting.  It was also requested that the shuttle buses between the north and south campuses be discussed by the transportation committee and a report of that meeting be brought to the board in January.

CLOSED SESSION

Motion by Arnold, seconded by Anderson to enter closed session to discuss personnel (the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of a specific employee of the public body or legal counsel for the public body) and collective bargaining at 8:02 pm.  Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent, Sams, aye; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.
Motion by Arnold, seconded by Torrance at 9:27 to return to open session.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion carried.
PERSONNEL ACTION
Motion by Anderson, seconded by Clark to employ Nina Hurt as a full time WC district bus driver at the rate of $55.65 per day as presented. Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.

STUDENT DRUG TESTING

2009 CHEVY VAN

REPORTS

SUPT EVALUATION

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

CLOSED SESSION

EMPLOY 

N. HURT
Motion by Sams, seconded by Torrance to approve Kayty Boyd as the WCMS scholastic bowl coach and Lisa Miller as the WCMS science Olympiad sponsor as presented.  Roll call: Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent.  Motion carried.

Motion by Torrance, seconded by Arnold to employ Bryan Dunn as WCHS play director as presented.  Roll call: Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent; Sams, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Arnold, seconded by Clark to accept the resignation of Dana Hetrick as WCMS 6th grade volleyball coach as presented.  Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, aye; Clark, aye; Goff, absent; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.

FUTURE MEETINGS

The board was reminded that their next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 19, 2011.  This meeting will be held in the elementary cafeteria and begin at 6 pm.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Arnold, seconded by Anderson to adjourn at 9:35 pm.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion carried.  

THESE MINUTES ARE APPROVED AS WRITTEN THIS 19TH DAY OF JANUARY 2011.

Lonnie Brent, Board President

Paul Anderson, Board Secretary
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