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Book Summary

Ben Wolf has big things planned for his senior year. Had big things planned. Now what he
has is some very bad news and only one year left to make his mark on the world.

How can a pint-sized, smart-ass seventeen-year-old do anything significant in the
nowheresville of Trout, Idaho?

First, Ben makes sure that no one else knows what is going on—not his superstar
quarterback brother, Cody, not his parents, not his coach, no one. Next, he decides to
become the best 127-pound football player Trout High has ever seen; to give his close-
minded civics teacher a daily migraine; and to help the local drunk clean up his act.

And then there's Dallas Suzuki. Amazingly perfect, fascinating Dallas Suzuki, who may or
may not give Ben the time of day. Really, she's first on the list.

Living with a secret isn't easy, though, and Ben's resolve begins to crumble . . . especially
when he realizes that he isn't the only person in Trout with secrets.



Response log: A response log is an effective way to keep a record of your
reading responses positive or negative, sure or unsure. It offers a chance to
respond personally, to ask questions, wonder, predict, or reflect on the
characters, people, events, literary elements, writing techniques, or
language of a text.

Do not summarize! Do not summarize!
Instead, record your textual observations.

1. You may use notebook paper (one side only) BUT Typed is preferred.
2. Must have two columns (divide the page in half)

3. Each response to a quotation should be a minimum of 3 - 5 complete sentences and
should include your analysis of the literary and rhetorical techniques present in the
quotations, the author’s attitude, purpose, or tone, AND relation to personal experience.

4. You must include a total of at least 20 entries that range from beginning to end.
Make sure that you note the page number for each of your quotations.
NO PAGE NUMBERS NO GRADE!!!

Show me that you have read and understood the entire text.

Format:
1. The title of the column on the left is “Quotations from the Text”

2. The ftitle of the column on the right is “Responses to the Text.” Do not summarize!

Some examples of how you may start responses:

"The imagery reveals...” “The setting gives the effect of...”
“The author seems to feel...” “The tone of this part is...”

“The character(s) feel...” “This is ironic because...”

“An interesting metaphor or symbol is..."” “This reminds me of..."”

“This detail seems effective because...” “This is similar to ____ because...”
“Something | wonder about is..."” “The author emphasizes ___in order to...”

Or you may start with something else you feel is appropriate for the text you chose.

This assignment is due Monday, August 25, 2014.
It will not be accepted late for any reason!



Quotes from text

. “The hollow inside me filled up
with red mean.” pg. 11

“The shrink had dark floppy hair, a
wrinkled up forehead, and a
constant kind of squint behind his
wire-rimmed glasses.” pg. 19

“On my twelfth birthday, I came
into The Frown’s office, sat down,
and put my newly big feet on his
desk in imitation.” pg. 28

“Trying so hard to go easy, to stay
inside the lines, made me want to
jump out of my skin.” pg. 34

. “For the next year I rode the anger
train.” pg. 37

“They swarm the house, the cabin,
where I lived before. My dad goes
to the door. I’'m standing behind
him. He goes out onto the porch
and the whole screaming mob
throws their torches at him. Dad

The following is a 100% paper. This is the expectation!

Response from text

1.

The author seems to feel angry and like everything
is his fault. The author’s attitude is that he needs to
find a way to get his anger out so it isn’t being
bottled up inside him. My personal experience is
that one time when I got mad I had to find a way to
let my anger out without yelling or hurting
anyone’s feelings.

The imagery reveals that the shrink might be an
older man considering he has wrinkles throughout
his face. The author’s attitude in this sentence is
pretty calm and respectful based on how he
described the shrink. A personal experience could
be when you have to say something about an elder
in a polite way so you aren’t disrespectful.

The tone of this part is kind of cocky and self-
absorbed. The author is making Kip sound and act
as though he thinks he is higher up than the adult in
this situation. A personal experience is while at
school some of the students treat teachers as their
equal and don’t respect them.

The character feels impatient like they can’t handle
the situation. The author’s attitude in this sentence
is that he’s trying to describe how Kip can’t handle
situations where he has to be patient and take his
time. A personal experience is when I get impatient
with something that is taking too long.

This detail seems effective because the author is
trying to describe how that for the next year Kip
was always angry at something or someone. The
author’s attitude in this sentence makes Kip sound
like he has anger management problems. A
personal experience is when everything that
happens causing one of my friends to be angry the
whole day.

The imagery reveals how realistic his dream was to
him. The author uses all the details from the real
accident in his dream but the victim this time is his
own dad.



10.

11.

12.

13.

goes up in flames as [ watch,
paralyzed because I see that the
flaming things weren’t torches.
They’re baseball gloves. Gloves of
fire.” pg. 55

“When you wade, you’re kind of
bogged down. You can’t walk, or
run; you’re not swimming; you’re
kind of fighting the water all the
time.” pg. 66

“Most of them stared at me like
they thought I’d crawled out from
under a bridge.” pg. 82

“The guys were like cartoon people:
dog collars on wrists and necks,
leather vests, and eyeliner.” pg. 91

“A guy with a circle and slash self-
tattooed high on his cheekbone
approached me as I entered class
the second day.”

“a mammoth hand caught my
shoulder and spun me.” pg. 126

“Soon, Dad and Carrie were
hugging me, Absolutely Cutest was
kissing me, and people I didn’t
know slapped my back or shook my
hand.” Pg. 148

“It was probably four miles to my
house. Not a problem when sober,
but a pretty long walk when
accounting for the staggering and
falling down.” pg. 159

7.

10.

11.

12.

The symbol connected with Wade’s new name has
a lot of meaning to him because the name Wade
describes his life perfectly. The author’s purpose
for including this sentence was to help Wade pick
out a meaningful name for him-self.

This is similar to high school in real life because of
how the kids act towards each other. The author
made this realistic to the real word because of how
when a new kid comes to school everyone judges
them on how they look, act and talk. A personal
experience is going to public high school myself.

The author emphasizes how all of the guys in the
class are the ones wearing the make-up in order to
describe what the people in this class are like. The
author’s purpose for including this sentence was to
help describe how this class was full of one
stereotype from high school. A personal experience
is that how at my school in the art classes most of
the people are very earthy and hippie-like.

The imagery reveals how some kids in high school
have tattoos already. The author included this
sentence to show what kind of people were in the
classes that Kip was taking. A personal experience
is how some of the kids in my grade are already
getting tattoos.

An interesting metaphor is how the author
described a hand as being a mammoth hand instead
of just a big hand. The use of metaphors and the
word choice are what can make a sentence that
much more interesting.

The character feels overwhelmed in this sentence,
having everyone come up to him and crowd around
him to congratulate him on the win.

. The author emphasizes how the walk home is going

to be for Kip considering he is drunk. The author’s
reason for including this sentence is because he
wants the readers to know the difference of walking
the same path drunk and sober.



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

“Carrie drove me to school on
Monday and I arrived to see an
assistant principle spraying the
interior of my locker with a fire
extinguisher.” pg. 169

“I was that loud radio constantly
blaring.” pg. 188

“I flopped into a threadbare
upholstered chair.” pg. 238

“I was a cocoon of peace inside all
the wildness.” pg. 244

“He sat behind a plain desk and I
sat in an upholstered chair that was
comfortable but looked
secondhand. Their home was small,
their things old and used, but it was
cheerful, neat.” pg. 258

“I figured out that I can’t forget. I
can’t really forgive. But I can live.
Live with it. Like you live with a
scar or a limp or whatever. You
always know it’s there.” pg. 277

“But I was bursting through and
over the big breakers, sailing
against the wind, landing with a
hard thump, but landing on the
smoother water on the other side.”
pg. 283

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

The importance of including this sentence was to
show that after Wade let out his secret everyone
knew and no one thought it was funny, except to
write “Baby Burner” on the door of his locker. I
haven’t had any personal experiences to this and I
hope no one else has either.

In this sentence the author compares Wade to a
loud radio. This metaphor is saying that everything
Wade did, it just caused more problems for his dad
and Carrie.

The setting in this sentence describes an older chair
that would be in an old book store or and old house.
The author’s purpose for including this sentence
was to describe the coffee shop that Carrie worked
in as sort of an old vintage store.

This metaphor is describing the way that Wade felt
while trying to decide whether to go to Sam or to
wait for her to come to him. He didn’t want to
make the wrong move and risk their relationship so
he decided to just wait for her. A personal
experience is when you get in a fight with a close
friend and you want to talk to the to work things
out but you also want to give them space so they
can cool off and think about the situation.

The setting in these sentences is describing Sam’s
home. The way the author worded these sentences
and the word choice he uses describes the house as
an older home that has older furniture maybe even
furniture passed down through the family. A
personal experience is how my grandma has a piece
of furniture that belonged to her mother before she
passed away.

This reminds me of how some things you decide to
do can affect you for the rest of your life. You can
put it behind you, but it will always be there, right
behind you. A personal experience is that some
choices you make are brought up every day
whether you want it to be or not.

This metaphor is describing how Wade was getting
through the hard parts in his life, but he was getting
through them and getting to a better place. The
author chose to use this metaphor because in the
book Sam teaches Wade how to sail and tells him
that he needs to get over the waves to the smoother
water and the sailing would be easier.






