
CPUSH  (Unit 7, #1)               Name ___________________________ 
 

Overview of the Gilded Age  (1870-1900) 
 

After the Civil War, the U.S. entered an era known as the ____________________ (1870-1900) when the nation experienced rapid changes 

The South in the Gilded Age 
_____________, railroads, and the end of ____________ 
created a “New South”…but _______________________ 
and ____________________________ laws recreated the 
worst of the “Old South” 

The West in the Gilded Age 
Thousands of migrants moved West as _______________, 
ranchers, and ____________________…the closing of the 
frontier led to the conquest of the ___________________ 

The North in the Gilded Age 
The USA experienced an _________________________________________, 
massive immigration, and ____________________________ …but this also 
led to the rise of _______________________________ monopolies and the 
exploitation of _____________________ 



The Gilded Age (1870—1900): The Jim Crow South 
 

Directions:  Use the bank of clues to match the descriptions to the appropriate era. There are two clues per era 
 

A Brief History of Slavery and African-Americans in the United States 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
When federal ________________ were withdrawn from the South, Redeemer Democrats came back to 

power, and Reconstruction __________________ in 1877…the Jim Crow Era (1877-1954) began 

 
1607 
 
 
                     ____ &   ____             The Colonial Era  
 

 
 
 
 
 

1783 
 
 
                The New Nation                ____ &  ____               
 

 
 
1800 
 
 
                     ____ &   ____                  The Early 
                                                          Antebellum Era  
 

 
1840 
 
 
                     The Late                         ____ &  ____               
                Antebellum Era 
 
 

1860 
 
 
                     ____ &  ____              The Civil War &  
                                                           Reconstruction  
 

 
1877 
 
  
                    Jim Crow Era                  ____ &  ____               
 
 

 
1954  

1. African slaves were used as domestic servants in 
New England, on tobacco plantations in Virginia, 
and in a variety of ways in New York 

2. After Reconstruction ended, segregation laws 
were created to keep African-Americans inferior  

3. After the American Revolution, the national 
government under the Articles of Confederation 
outlawed slavery in the Northwest territories  

4. During Constitutional Convention after the 
Revolutionary War, delegates created the 3/5 
Compromise which counted some slaves toward 
state population and representation in Congress  

5. First African slaves arrive in the Jamestown 
colony  

6. Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation 
after the Battle of Antietam  

7. Manifest Destiny added new territories the 
West such as Texas and the Mexican Cession; 
the question of California entering as a free 
state led to the Compromise of 1850  

8. Poll taxes, literacy tests, grandfather clauses 
violated the voting rights of African-Americans 
granted in the 15th Amendment  

9. The 13th Amendment ended slavery, the 14th 
Amendment extended citizenship to freedmen, 
& the 15th Amendment gave African-American 
men the right to vote  

10. The cotton gin led to the growth of cotton 
throughout the Deep South  

11. The Kansas-Nebraska Act allowed the people 
(popular sovereignty) to decide on slavery 

12. The Missouri Compromise brought up the issue 
of slavery in the West; Missouri was admitted as 
a slave state, Maine entered as a free states, 
and slavery was outlawed above the 36°30’ line  



A Brief History of Plessy v Ferguson (1896)  
 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Exploration Questions: 
1.  In your own words, what protection does the 14th Amendment provide all Americans? 

2.  What does the Louisiana Acts 1890, No 111 state? 

3.  Based upon the “origins of the case” (above) and your understanding of the  
14th Amendment, what should the Supreme Court have ruled?  

4.  Based upon the information in the “related cases” section to the right, how do you  
think the Supreme Court ruled?  

Class Discussion Questions: 
5.  After discussing your answers to questions 1-4, your teacher will reveal the verdict in 

the Plessy v Ferguson case. Using the information gathered in this exercise, what do  
you think was the biggest obstacle facing African-Americans during the Jim Crow Era?  

6.  What could African-Americans do to overcome these unequal laws and racist culture?  
 



 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 


