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The Wife of Bath’s Tale

1. What act has the knight committed, and what is to be his punishment?

2. Under what condition does the queen say the knight may save his life?

3. In telling her tale, Dame Alice digresses and includes the story of Midas’ secret.  What is her point in this digression?  How is this ironic?

4. After fruitlessly searching for his answer for a year, from who does the knight finally get an answer to his question?

5. What does the old woman make the knight promise before she will give him the answer to his question?

6. Very reluctantly, the knight keeps his promise to the woman, but what does he refuse to do?

7. Summarize what the ancient crone tells the knight about gentility, poverty, and ugliness.

8. What choice does she offer the knight?

9. What choice does the knight make and with what result?

10.  What is the obvious relationship between the moral of this tale and the point of Dame Alice’s prologue?

