Module 1 and 2 Practice Questions
Multiple Choice
Identify the letter of the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question.
1.
Which of the following people is most likely to be diagnosed with autism?

a.
Ryan - a five-year-old who is retarded but has a special ability to relate well with others

b.
Paul - a two-year-old who avoids people and spends long periods of time flipping his fingers

c.
Ben - a six-year-old who has a history of depression

d.
Anne - a ten-year-old who just recently has begun to withdraw from others

2.
Mental processes are described in your textbook as:

a.
directly observable

b.
observable actions

c.
not directly observable

d.
only behaviors performed by human beings

3.
Behavior is to mental processes as _______ is/are to ________.

a.
thinking; dreaming

b.
thoughts; actions

c.
observable; not directly observable

d.
not directly observable; observable

4.
Consider this: It is the early 20th century and you are the personal assistant of Sigmund Freud. As you've listen to him speak, you can second-guess what he is about to say. One time, Freud was saying, "Anxiety, fear, and psychological problems are caused by..." and he paused as he thought. You suddenly said to him what would ultimately become a key concept in psychoanalytic thought. What did you say?

a.
"...unfulfilled human potential!"

b.
"...imbalance in brain chemicals like serotonin!"

c.
"...Herr Freud, it is unconscious thoughts and feelings!"

d.
"...excessive rewards and punishments!"

5.
Working from the psychoanalytic perspective, a psychologist examining a student's procrastination would focus on:

a.
brain chemical imbalance

b.
unconscious personality problems

c.
poor planning skills

d.
how procrastination is reinforced

6.
What important book did William James publish in 1890?

a.
Principles of Psychology

b.
Introduction to Psychology

c.
Psychology as a Behaviorist Views It

d.
The Structure of Psychological Thought

7.
Psychobiological psychologists investigate:

a.
how we process, store, and retrieve information

b.
development across the lifespan

c.
how our genetic makeup interacts with our environment

d.
which measures best assess behavior and abilities

8.
The best lecture notes:

a.
include everything the professor has said

b.
include terms or concepts that you don't understand

c.
are in your own words and associated with information you already know

d.
list terms that should be learned through sheer memorization

9.
What disorder is characterized by the behavioral problems of inattention and excessive activity and can be treated with Ritalin?

a.
Conduct Disorder

b.
Learning Disability Disorder

c.
Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder

d.
Autism

10.
Your next door neighbor has a son named James. James, who is seven, has problems with attention and excessively fidgets. Based upon your interactions with James, you notice that he talks much of the time and has difficulty following instructions. What is James' most likely diagnosis?

a.
Childhood Schizophrenia

b.
Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder

c.
Mental Retardation

d.
Autism

11.
Which research method involves questioning a group of people?

a.
experimental method

b.
naturalistic observation

c.
survey method

d.
laboratory observation

12.
Marcus wants to accurately assess students' attitudes toward the cafeteria food on his college campus for his psychology research project. What research method should he use to collect this information?

a.
survey method

b.
laboratory observation

c.
case study

d.
experimental method

13.
Which of the following are presented in your textbooks as examples of placebos?

a.
bear gallbladders and magnets

b.
rhino horns and elephant tusks

c.
tiger bones and bear livers

d.
tiger bones and garlic

14.
Late one night you are watching TV as an ad promoting magnetic pads to relieve pain comes on. You count more than 15 past customers appearing in the commercial claiming the product's effectiveness in relieving pain from injuries and arthritis. One customer is a former professional football star. You realize that the commercial is cleverly using:

a.
debriefing

b.
a placebo

c.
testimonials

d.
experimentation

15.
A correlation is used to:

a.
explain how one variable causes another variable

b.
show the effect that one variable has on another variable

c.
describe a relationship between two or more variables

d.
prove theories

16.
A number that describes the strength of a relationship between events is called a(n) ____________; it can range between _______.

a.
mean coefficient; 0.00 and +1.00

b.
average correlation; 0.00 and +10.00

c.
average; .00 and +1.00

d.
correlation coefficient; -1.00 and +1.00

17.
The correlation between smoking and lung cancer shows that:

a.
correlations may, in fact, give clues to real causes

b.
there is no way of determining whether smoking causes lung cancer

c.
smoking does not cause lung cancer

d.
even strong correlations can be misleading

18.
Grade school students are often given IQ tests because IQ tests:

a.
predict mental health

b.
are highly correlated with academic performance

c.
cause students to improve their study skills

d.
are negatively correlated with cognitive abilities

19.
Which of the following is not an example of a research technique presented in your textbook?

a.
laboratory experiment

b.
questionnaire

c.
standardized test

d.
naturalistic study

20.
Art has conducted a study in a laboratory setting and is currently preparing a presentation 
describing his research. Which of the following is the most likely criticism he will receive about his 
research setting.

a.
The dependent variable was measured instead of manipulated.

b.
He did random selection of his subjects.

c.
The setting is too controlled and the results may not apply to real-life situations.

d.
Bias was introduced because he used a setting where he had little control over extraneous variables.

21.
Of the following, which is not among the seven (7) rules of conducting an experiment
according to your textbook?

a.
identify

b.
choose

c.
manipulate

d.
observe

22.
To determine cause and effect relationships, you are best advised to conduct a(n):

a.
correlation

b.
experiment

c.
case study

d.
interview

23.
Alfredo is conducting an experiment on the effects of exercise on concentration. The independent variable is ________ and the dependent variable is ________.

a.
subjects; control group

b.
experimental group; concentration

c.
exercise; concentration

d.
concentration; exercise

24.
Shyla conducted an experiment. She went to the student union and asked people if they would like to be subjects in her study. She decided to ask only those people who smiled at her. Is this an appropriate way to select subjects?
a.
Yes - since these individuals smiled and are likely to be cooperative and friendly subjects

b.
Yes - the student union has a diverse group of people

c.
No - it is not random selection

d.
No - Shyla failed to assign her subjects to groups first

25.
An animal rights group claims that there are no regulations or agencies that monitor the care and treatment of animals in research. As an educated psychology student, what is your response?

a.
"True, but there is no need for regulatory agencies."

b.
"Regulations are established by the federal government and academic institutions."

c.
"Only the government sets standard for the care and treatment of animals."

d.
"Animal rights groups have a point and something needs to be done."

True/False
Indicate whether the sentence or statement is true or false.

26.
The symptoms of autism are usually seen when a child is 2 or 3 years old.

27.
The cognitive approach focuses on how information is stored, learned, and remembered.

28.
Test anxiety from the humanistic perspective is seen as being related to problems in 


developing potential.

29.
Introspective was criticized for being too scientific.

30.
Experimental psychology examines development throughout the lifetime.

31.
A negative correlation indicates a harmful relationship between two variables.

32.
A laboratory setting would be most appropriate if a researcher is observing individuals 


without attempting to control the situation.

33.
An educated guess about a phenomenon is called a hypothesis.

34.
The experimental group consists of those individuals who receive the treatment.

35.
The diagnosis of ADHD in the United States is based on behavioral symptoms.
Short Answer - Answer each of these questions in a short paragraph - 5 sentences each.  Please write your answers on a separate paper and staple to your worksheet.

36.
What are the typically settings in which psychologists are employed?

37.
What advantage is there for a researcher to use a combination of research methods to 


answer questions about ADHD?

38.
If you were developing a survey, what concerns would you have about it based upon what 


you've read in Module Two?

39.
Describe the relationship between testimonials and the self-fulfilling prophecy.

40.
Discuss an advantage and a disadvantage of conducting research in naturalistic settings.

