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ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH LANGUAGE AN COMPOSITION
INTROBUCTORY AND SUMMER READING INFORMATION PACKET

Dear Prospective AR student and parent:

We want you 10 make an cducated decision, Advanced Placement English Language and Composition is
one of the more dilficult courses at this school. {8 s also one ol the maost highty regarded by nniversities
and colleges. We want to encourage anyone with a passion tor learning and a deep desire for success to
consider this course, 1t is not just for the academic clite. flowever, we also want you to understand the
challenge you are accepting. Carefully read over this packet belore deciding whether or not 10 take this
class,

Reasons for taking AP English Language and Composition:

I1"you take this class:

+  Yourabilities to read critically and write effectively will drasticaily improve.

+  You will be surrounded by people who care deeply about school, who are not ashamed of their

intgilectual curiosity, and who want 10 learn.

You will do very little busy work, The class is about analysis and writing—period.

Your trunscript will look competitive in the eyes of the universities and collepes you apply to.

You will be well prepared for college level work.

You wiil read a wide variety of prose writings that will greatly expand your apprccnanon and

understanding ot the Engtish language.

¢ You will have an opportunity to eamn college credit by passing the AP exam and be exempt from the
CSU EPT.

* + * »

The challenges you will face in this class are;

+  Anintense homework schedule, on average two hours of homework for every class session,

+ Anintense grading scale. Most students do not get A’s in this class. Writing counts for 40% of the
linal grade and it is scored at a coliegiate level of proficiency. This course frustrates students who
cannot accept specibic, critical feedback and less than perfect scores.

+  Atest-driven curriculum. While all of the AP teachers sirive to make the work intellectually
stimulating and appiicable to life, much of our time by necessity is spent on test preparation skills.
Yaou will learn to write a coherent essay in 40 rmrinutes or less. You will learn to take extremely
difficult multiple choice tests. You will analyze your own learning process and make strategic
deeisions to prepare you for the AP exam. You will analyze models of good student writing and
participate n assessing the quality of yours and cther classmates’ written work.

+ Pressure and stress. The AP English Language and Compaosition exam is timed and so many of the
uctivities we do in class will also be timed. The readings on the test are very difficult, and so the
readings in class will also be difficult. Many students feel intimidated and stressed out by these
factors. Students ofien have 1o overcome feelings of inadequacy and fear of failure n order to succeed
in the class.

Students that are mnost successful in this class usuaily have at least some of the following qualities:
+ Innate passion for reading and writing.
Willingness 10 receive critical feedback and leamn from mistakes.
Acceptance of the rigorous grading criteria and workload.
Good time management skills. They have weighed their time commitments and have dedicated
themselves (o the workload.
¢ A specific and serious purpose for taking the class, not just that their parents want them to.
The rest of this packet provides you with:
1. summer reading requirements
list of literary ferms
a description of the AP exam
a sample muliple choice passage w/qsts
an example of an essay prompt
a successful student response

* > >
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Required Summer Reading Program

Summer reading is required of all students catering this course. 1 will count as 3% of the first
semester grade. On the first day of the school year you will be tested vver your knowledge of
hoth of the selections. You should also be prepared 1o write a (hematic analytical essay, You
may cheek these books out [rom the library before the end of this school year or yau may
purchase them at any bouokstore. We highly recommend you annotate your text with sticky notes
il you are using the library’s copy OF you may write in the book if you own your owin copy.
Annolations will facititate timed writing and verbal assessiments, but are not for a grade.

The Crucihle by Arthur Miller

e Description: Miller explores the cffects of hysteria upon a suciety by dramatizing the
infamous Salem witch trials. Miller draws parallels between the hysteria over
comnunism in the 19507s and that that atflicted the Puritans.

« Dackground: For background you could lovk up information on any of the following:
Puritans society hysteria, The Red Scare, McCarthyism, Salem witch trials, and
background on the auwthor.

« Annotlate;

o Themes: social pressure, individual courage, hypocrisy vs. true morality.

o Key characters: Proctor, Elizabeth, Abigail, Parris, Mr. Hale, Giles Corey, €lc.

o Literary devices: Dramatic and verbal irony, plot sequencing, symbolism,
characterization, dynamic and static characters, tragic hero.

« Rcading Tip: Make sure 10 keep the characters straight. There are many of them.

Death of a_Salesman by Arthur Miller
«  Description: Another play by Arthur Miller. This one explores the way the American
Dream changes as it relates 10 the personal experiences of the common man.
o Background: For background, you could research urbanization of the early 20" century,
Post WWI1I, and the concept of the American Dream, and background on the author.
+« Annotate:
o5 Themes: The American Dream, reality vs. illusion, family dynamics.
o Key characters: Willy, Biff, Happy, Linda, Bernard, Charlie, and Ben.
o Lilerary devices: irony, flashbacks, symbolism, tragic hero.
« Reading Tip: To fully appreciate the play, you must accurately distinguish between
Willy’s flashbacks and his struggles in the present.

My Antonia by Willa Cather
e Description: Jim Burden reminisces about his childhood, growing up on his grandfather’s
farm on the Western Plains. His memories focus on his experience with an immigrant
family, namely on a girt named Antonia. The story chronicles Antonia’s struggles to
achieve her dreams in a very foreign land.
» Background: For background, you could research frontier life, immigration movements
of the late 19" century, and background on the author.
+ Annotate:
o Themes: The American Dream, coming of age, loss of innocence.
o Key characters: Jim, Antonia, Mr. Shimerda, Mrs. Shimerda, Jim’s grandfather,
and Lena.
o Literary devices: Descriptive imagery, symbolism.
» Reading Tip: The novel is an excellent read, but its pace is sometimes slow to match the
simple slowness of the novel’s atmosphere.
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LITERARY TERMS
The loflowing ure some of the terms we use to do literary analysis in this class. Y eu shoutd come into the
course with a basic understanding of many of them. I you do not know these terms, you should spend
some time familiarizing yoursell with them if you choose o take this course.

Alliteration

Assonance

Characierization

Clause {Independent and dependent)
Concrete Detail
Commentary
Connotation
Deductive reasoning
Details Note: Knowledge of these terms is not a
piction prerequisite for the course, but your familiarity
FigEralive language with them could give you a good indication of

Genre how prepared you are to take this course,

tHyperbole 5
Imagery Please do not let the fact that you may not

lrony know some of these be the deciding factor in
Juxtaposition whether or not vou take the class.

Metaphor
Oxymoron
Personification

Plot

Prose

Paralle] structure
Rhetoric

Rhetorical questions
Setting

Simile

Syntax

Thesis

Topic Sentence
Transitions




Description vl the AP Test

e have evidence that strclents who complete A P and the AP lest are more fikely 1o succeed at -
the University, Thus our greatest weight is pluced on the AP tests with 3-5 scores, then AP
classes ard Honors classes which are basically (rected the same without corroboration of the
fest.
e Lee Siporin, Directos of Undergraduate Admissions and Relations with Schools

Besore describing the actnal exam, we must take a moment 1o cmphasize (wo jlems.

e First, colleges regard the AP test as an excellent indicator of college readiness. Students
who pass the exam are usually ranked ahead of students who do not, and students who
take the exam and do not pass i1 are still ranked above students who do not take the exam
at all, For students hoping to get into top ranked collepes, passing the AP cxam is very
helplul: therelore, we insist that all students lake the exam and prepare for it with
absolute tocus.

e  Sccond. colleges would rather sce students take the AP exam and fail then sce them not
(nke the exam at all. 1n the statement above one can See that students who take the exam
and fail are ranked ahead of students in an Honors class. Failing the AP exam is not the
cnd of the world and does not devalue a student’s progress of potential for coliege work.
We do not want a student to choose not to take this course simply because he or she is
scared of failing the test.

o Finalty, we try to srike a deficate balance petween applying Lthe right amount of pressure
10 help students go into the exam well prepared, and Jemystifying the test s0 students do
not get too stressed out over the results.

e

| lere is what the AP exam consists of:

Approximately three hours total time:

» One hour toread 4-5 extremely difficult prose passages and answer 50-60 critical
analysis muitiple choice questions.

e A litile over two hours 10 complete three multi-paragraph €ssays. Essay prompts range

(rom synthesis to persuasive free response questions 10 style analysis questions on rich
passages of prose (40 minutes a piece).



: ) the questions to go with it. On

choice questions. They have an hour 1o complete this portion of the exam.

Quc:ﬁom 1-12. Rcfﬂ'-w'ﬂk'fofbwir‘ passage. " . - ..,
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3 rod.'hlvin'gilludyausﬂealhedbqbg'obythc
board; while the stronger black one dashed hing
”_fromsidelolid:.lnd.uluwonlookin‘m
“hadilresdy divested him of several of his members.
pertinacity than bulldogs.
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” die™ Tk i micanwhile there came along a single
red ant on the hillside of this valley, evidently full’

of Excitement, who cither had dispatched his foe, or

) hadnuyetukcnpm-intlubartle;probablymg
Iaties, Loy he had Jom none of his limbe; whose
mother had charged him 1o returs with khis shield or
‘Upon it. Or perchance he was some Achilles, who
had nourished his wrzth apart, and had now come to
dvenge of sescue bis Patroclus.’ He saw this
"‘jcqual combat from afar—for the blacks were
-«arly 1wice the size of the red—he drew near with
rapid psce i)l be s100d on his fuard within haif «p

R ST Ar TR, i
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inch of the:combatiunes; thiti, watching Mg . -

(30)  opportunity, he $prang upon the black warmior, and
commenced Ihi‘s operation nqar the root of hig:right/

was an Austeriitx or Dﬁ_:;dn..’ Concord Fighu
killed on the patrioe’ lf&,andl.uﬂlu“ﬂllnchﬂ
wounded! Why bere every ant was's: Buttricls.
(7®  “Firel for God's sake fireI™—and thousands shared
¢ fate of Davie and Hosmer.! Thene was sot oae
- hireling there. T have 20 doubt that kwea’
principle they fought for, and nit 1o avoid a throes
penny ax on their tea; arid the resulti of this Banle
73) willheuimpuumlm!menmblehdnewhm
it concerns as tlmofdlebnlﬂeofhunkulﬁl.'l

1. The speakes is primarily concernod widh

(A) drawing an analogy

(B) conducting an experiment
(C) conveying s moral
(D) describing a phenomence
(E) meditsting upon death




Sample Examination IH 157

2. The passage cmploys which of the following
organizational stucturcs?

8.

Thcspukﬂwccnﬁth'habim'dﬂwuﬂivill
combination of which of the following?

(A) hyperbole and understatement
{B) metaphor and allusion

(C) personification and simile

(E) imagery and onomatopocia. -

" 3. The inscrtion of the qualification “or rather my pile

of stumps” (lines 1-2) is intended 1O cail into
question, }

(A) the speaker’s powcﬂofoburvniou
(B)lhl:tpcakﬂ":watethil
(C):hcspukﬂ'tlmkdtim
(D)u:eqmlityofﬂnwood

of the wood

4. The spcakes's dramatizes the initial stages of the
baitle via

(A) descriptive sdjectives
(B) 8 serics of actiom verbs
(C) hyperbolic languags
(D) sanguinary diction
(E) dramatic punctuation

3

5. may be infemed that the difference between o
duelium and 8 belfum involves. )

(A) color
(B) ferocity
(C) gems
(D) sizs
(E) number

6. The author uscs all of the following (o depict the
epic struggle of the ants EXCEPT

(A) martial colors and music

(B) a prominenl protagonist and antagonist
(C) s amous Spartan command

(D) sllusions 10 other cpic conflicts

(E) epic similes

7. The phrase to “select among his own members”
(Jines 52-53) most likely mcans

(A) abandon his fellow combatants
(B) engage an opponenl in battle

(C) volunices someone eise’s services
{D) determine which limb to sacrifice

(E) choose & supporict

_Near the end of the passage, the speaker alludes

" 41l of the following clements of the American war

10,

1L

12,

for independence EXCEPT

(A) several heroic patriots

(B) the sire of & significant battle

(C) an abusive toriff

(D) the British capitulation

(E) the headline of a Colonial newspaper

A “hireling” (line 72) is BEST defined a8 &

(A) mescenary
(B) coward

{C) officer

(D) correspondent
(E) casualty

Which of the following words BEST exemplifies
the author's defl use of understatemem?

(A) “locked’ (line 23)
(B) “graw” (line 29)
(C) “dashed™ (line 31)
(D) “diveswed™ (line 33)
(E) “charged™ (line 42)

‘When one considers its contert, the passage is
BEST iabeled a(n)

(A) subde satire

(B) witty parody

(C) sententious diatribe
(D) alicgorical anecdote
(E) poignant clegy

S0 Frawes Ky - \asy
paok of pauet
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Sample Examination [

e s

In the following passage a young man agon
into Canada. Read the following passage ca
author uses language to dramatize the youn

(3}
(10)
(15}
(20)
(25}
(30
(35)

(40}

) (43)

Question |

(Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts as one-third of the total €ssay section score.)

On my last full day, the sixth day, the old man
took me out fishing on the Rainy River. The
afternoon was sunny and cold. A stiff breeze came
n from the north, and I remember how the little
fourteen-foot boat made sharp rocking motions as
we pushed off from the dock. The current was fast,
Al around us, [ remember, there was a vastness o
the world, an unpeopled rawness, just the trees and
the sky and the water reaching out to nowhere, The
air had the brittle scent of October.,

For ten or fifteen minutes Elroy held the course
upstream, the river choppy and silver- gray, then he
wined straight north and put the engine on full
throttle. [ felt the bow lift beneath me. { remember
the wind in my ears, the sound of the old outboard
Evinrude. For a time 1 didn't pay attention to
anything, just feeling the cold spray against my
face, but then it occurred to me that at some point
we must’ve passed into Canadian waters, across
that dotted line between two different worlds, and [
remember a sudden tightress in my chest as |
looked up and watched the far shore come at me....

[ remember staring at the old man, then at my
hands, then at Canada. The shoreline was dense
with brush and timber. T could see tiny red berries
on the bushes. [ could see a squirrel up in one of the
birch trees, a big crow looking at me from a boulder
across the river. That close—twenty yards—and [
couid see the delicate latticework of the leaves, the
texture of the soil, the browned needles beneath the
pines, the configurations of geology and human
history. Twenty yards. I could’ve done it. I conld've
Jjumped and started swimming for my life. Inside
me, in my chest, I felt a terrible Squeezing pressure,
Even now, as I write this, I can stii] feel that
tightness. And I want you 1o feel it—the wind
coming off the river, the waves, the silence, the
wooded frontier. You're at the bow of a boat on the
Rainy River, You’re twenty-one years old, you're
scared, and there's & hard squeezing pressure in
your chest.

What would you do?

Would you jump? Would you feel pity for
yourself? Would you think about your family and
your childhood and your dreams and al} you're
leaving behind? Would it hurt? Would it feel like
dying? Would you cry, as [ 4id?...,

Unauthorlzed copying or reusing
any part of this page Is Wkegal

(50)

(55)

(60)

(65)

(70)

(753}

(80)

(83)

(20

(93)

izes over whether to serve his country in Victnam or 1o flee across the border
refully. Then, in a well-organized essay, discuss the various ways in which the
g man’s troublesome dilemma.

At the rear of the boat Elroy Berdahl pretended
N0t to notice. He held a fishing rod in his hands, his
head bowed to hide his eyes. He kept humming a
soft, monotonous little tune. Everywhere, it seemed,
n the trees and water and sky, a great worldwide
sadness came pressing down on me, a crushing
sorrow, sorrow like I had never known it before.
And what was so sad, I realized, was that Canada
had become a pitiful fantasy. Silly and hopeless. It
was no longer a possibility. Right then, with the
shore so close, I understood that | would not do
what [ should do. 1 would not swim away from my
hometown and my country and my life. 1 would not
be brave. That old image of myself as a hero, as a
tman of conscience and courage, all that was justa
threadbare pipe dream. Bobbing there on the Rainy
River, looking back at the Mianesota shore, I felt a
sudden swell of helplessness come over me, a
drowning sensation, as if I had toppled overboard
and was being swept away by the silver waves.
Chunks of my own history flashed by. I saw a
seven-year-old boy in a white cowboy hat and a
Lone Ranger mask and a pair of hoistered six-
shooters; [ saw a twelve-year-old Little League
shortstop pivoting to turn a double play; I saw a
sixteen-year-oid kid decked out for his first prom,
looking spiffy in a white tux and a black bow tie,
his hair cut short and flat, his shoes freshly
polished....I saw my parents calling to me from the
far shoreline. I saw my brother and sister, ail the
townsfolk, the mayor and the entire Chamber of
Commerce and all my old teachers and girlfriends
and high school buddies. Like some weird sporting
event; everybody screaming from the sideline
rooting me on....A squad of cheerleaders did
cartwheels aiong the banks of the Rainy River; they
had megaphones and pom poms and smooth brown
thighs....A marching band played fight songs. Al
my aunts and uncies were there, and Abraham
Lincoln, and Saint George....and several members
of the United States Senate, and a blind poet
scribbling notes, and LBJ » and Huck Finn, and
Abbie Hoffman, and all the dead soldiers back from
the grave....and a million ferocious citizens waving
flags of all shapes and colors—people in hard hats,
people in headbands—they were all whooping and
chanting and urging me toward one shore or the
other.,..

Eacerpt from THE THINGS THEY CARRIED. Copyrighi € 1990 by Tim O Brien,
Reprinted by perminsi

of Houghwon MitNia C puny. Al dghus reserved.
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Student Guide to Sample Examination [

Student Response #3 -Larned & bona q pont 3o .

In Tim O’ Brien's The Things They, Carried, he discusses the trials of a young
nan drafted to the Vietnam Wa. [n this piece, “On the Rainy River,” he uses
several literary techniques to emphasize the ditficult decision he was forced to
make. '

O'Brien uses diction to convey his point. One aspect of the situation he porirays
through word choice is its pain and difficulty. He uses words such as “rawness,”
“brittle,” “tightness” and “hard squeezing pressure.” These words emphasize the
incredibie difficulty of O’ Brien’s dilernma. He also uses words which show the
size of his problem and the way it is portrayed in nature. He is contained in a
“little fourteen-foot boat,” and the world above him overwhelms him. He uses
words with extremely positive connotations (“conscience,” “‘courage,” “brave’")
1o contrast with the cowardice of the choice he is about 1© make.

O’Brien also uses syntax to impress upon the reader the importance of his
Jecision. He often places the most important part of a sentence at its end,
lcaving a lasting impression upon its reader. For exampie, he states, “For a time
1 didn’t pay attention to anything, just feeling the cold spray against my face,
but then it occurred to me that at some point we must’ve passed into Canadian
waters...”. Later he says, “'I remember staring at the old man, then at my hands,
then at Canada.” He also uses extremely short sentences (especially when
compared to his normaily complex structure) to grab the reader’s attention. In
bringing his dilemma into a sphere the reader can relate to, he separates *“What
would you do?” into its own paragraph. Later, he says, “Silly and hopeless. It
was no longer a possibility.” The length of these sentences emphasizes the
finality of his decision and the tragic nature of its possible consequences.

O’Brien also makes strong connections between the setting of the land and his
decision. This brings his inner conflict into a unique environment that’s reaily
understandabie for the reader. He makes these connections by placing intangible
concepts in lists along with the tangible descriptions of the earth, He states,
“there was a vastness to the world...”. Later, he describes *“‘the torture of the
soui, the browned needles beneath the pines, the confirmations of geology and
human history.” The last item in the list brings the difficult-to-grasp concept of
history into a familiar realm. In the same paragraph, he comments on “the wind
coming off the river, the waves, the silence [emphasis mine), the wooded
frontier.”

Through diction, syntax, and connections with nature, O’ Brien effectively
comrnunicates the difficulty of his decision.

- e

uestion Answer key: ‘
(I). A 2.C 3.B 4.8 5.E 6. E 1.D

3. B 9.D 10. A 1. 12.D

For a passing score o0 the Muitiple Choice section of the AP exam, students need to get somewhere
between 27-35 questions correct out of S4. On this passage students would want o get some\»\‘rhcﬂ:
petween 610 questions cofrect. Students would also want to skip the 2-? most difficuit questions bgcause
wrong answers are penalized by a quarter point each. For students to finish all passages on the muitiple
choice exam. they would need to complete this passage in somewhere between 12-15 minutes.
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