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ACT  

– Part One- 

*Strategy: 

  In order to be successful on the ACT exam, you absolutely must put together a game plan.  This game 

plan includes a few important focus points: 

 Time Management Plan 

 

 Reading Strategy (Passages/Questions/Answers) 

 

 Problem Solving Techniques 

 

  Solid strategies for the above three items will help to solidify your success on the date of your test.  

These strategies are not always easy to formulate or to stick with.  There is no “One Size Fits All” way of 

taking the ACT.  What works for Student A may not work for Student B. There are, however, different 

approaches that a student can attempt when putting together their game plan.  A student that is willing 

to try out a few different formulas in an attempt to make their own pathway to success is a student that 

will succeed.   

  The ACT has four different portions to its structure (five when including the written portion).  Each is 

unique and requires its own strategy.  We shall take each test into account separately in the future, but 

for now, let’s focus on the “numbers” involved in each of the tests.  

 

English Test 

Number Of Questions 75 Multiple Choice 

Number Of Passages  5 Different Focuses 

Total Time Allotted 45 Minutes 

 

*You do the numbers.  Based on the information above, what time management plan 

do you think makes the most sense?  The passages are not in play here.  Just look at 

the number of questions and the total minutes.  What are they both divisible by?  

Figure that out, and you have your CHECKPOINTS!!!!  
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Reading 

Number Of Questions 40 Multiple Choice  

Number Of Passages 4 Different Focuses 

Total Time Allotted 35 Minutes 
 

*You do the numbers.  Based on the information above, what time management plan do you 

think makes the most sense?  On this test, the number of questions is not as important as the 

number of passages and the minutes you are working with.  How much time should be spent 

per passage? 

 

Written Portion 

  For the Written Portion, 40 Minutes is given to read a prompt and then create a well written response.  

The task that is prompted varies, and we shall take a look at the different possibilities later on.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Reading Strategies 

  Success on the Reading Portion of the ACT is very much based on habits.  Do you know how to read?  

Yes.  Do you know how to fill in bubbles on a Scan-Tron?  Yes.  Every time that you read a text, do you 

come away from it with a keen idea of what the main idea, author’s purpose, tone, mood and theme 

are?  Probably not.  This habit is something that I call….READING WITH A PURPOSE.  Each time that you 

peruse a passage in the reading section, you need to be sensitive to what each of the afore mentioned 

are within that passage.  How does one do this?  Habits!!  Make the hunt for these literary elements 

your habit.  Don’t worry about the specifics.  Names, colors, places, stats, numbers, etc….you can revisit 

the passage to find these if needed.  But items such as knowing the mood of a passage are harder to 

seek out if you don’t sense them while reading the entire written work.  Also, the knowledge of the 

mood of a piece literature can help you in selecting seemingly unrelated questions! 

  A second habit that must become part of how you test is that you must BROADEN YOUR SCOPE.  Each 

question and answer will lead to a specific portion of the test…find that section…and then broaden your 

focus!!!!  If the test asks about a word on line 37….read lines 34-40!!!  The answer will be clearer much 

sooner.  Don’t wait to “need” to do that!!  Make that your habit!!!  

The following is an example of a narrative passage that you will encounter while taking the ACT exam.  

Take ten minutes (which is over a minute longer than you are allotted) to read this excerpt and attempt 

to answer the ten questions. This will be handed out in class. 
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 It can reasonably be inferred from the passage that Monique believed the song she chose for her 
audition: 

A. would be the most inspiring Rodgers & Hammerstein number she could choose. 

B. was the most sophisticated song in Billie Holiday's repertoire. 

C. would likely be more recognizable to Monique's parents than to her friends. 

D. would allow Monique to more effectively showcase her enthusiasm. 
2. The passage initially portrays Monique and her friends as: 

F. concerned and nervous. 

G. confused and surprised. 

H. friendly and inclusive. 

J. aloof and disparaging. 
3. According to the narrator, what did Esperanza do prior to singing "The Star Spangled Banner"? 

A. Looked only at Mrs. Dominguez 

B. Walked confidently up to the stage 

C. Watched the other auditions carefully 

D. Finished her geometry homework 
4. The main purpose of the statement in line 29 is to: 

F. inform the reader that students' fears of going first were largely a thing of the past. 

G. present reasons for why this year's audition was the strangest yet. 

H. suggest that Monique's imagination no longer involved the same imagery. 

J. offer a contrast created by Monique's choice of audition slot. 
 



John Barger                                                                                                                                                      ACT/SAT 
  Test Prep  
 
 
5. It can be reasonably inferred from the passage that Esperanza Solito: 

A. was teased more than anyone else at her school. 

B. was not sitting near Monique and her friends during the auditions. 

C. had her audition immediately after Monique's audition. 

D. had previously explained her stage fright to Mrs. Dominguez. 
6. According to the passage, Monique figured that volunteering to perform "God Bless the Child" as the 
first audition of the day would: 

F. bolster her confidence in her performance. 

G. make the other auditioners feel they could not compete with her. 

H. guarantee her a part in the play. 

J. impress and charm Mrs. Dominguez. 
7. According to the passage, when Esperanza Solito got to the climax of "The Star Spangled Banner," 
she: 

A. raised her voice to emphasize the lines. 

B. demonstrated her patriotism. 

C. had a sudden bout of nerves. 

D. could be heard throughout the auditorium. 
8. The passage states that Mrs. Dominguez suspected Esperanza's audition could be: 

F. vulnerable to ridicule. 

G. one of the most awkward. 

H. a special treat. 

J. neither surprising nor charming. 
9. Which of the following details is used in the passage to describe how Monique and her friends 
responded to hearing Esperanza's audition? 

A. Their decision to sit comfortably behind Mrs. Dominguez 

B. Their preconceived notions about Esperanza's voice 

C. Their fading facial expressions of mockery 

D. Their fondness for patriotic songs 
10. The passage most strongly suggests that Esperanza's choice of audition material was: 

F. good for a mousy voice. 

G. often partly sung with vibrato. 

H. an impressive, original choice. 

J. something Monique's friends had anticipated. 
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Homework: 
 
  In the Red ACT Prep Book, please do the first Reading Test.  Time 
yourself and do this in a simulated test environment. If you run out of time, 
mark your paper where you ran out…and then complete the remainder of 
the test.  Please check your answers and mark those that you missed, but 
DO NOT MARK THE CORRECT ANSWERS!!!!  We will be going over this 
homework collectively next week.  Good luck!! 

 

 


