English 3 Summer Reading Assignment -- Metro Tech
Novel Selection: Warriors Don’t Cry by Melba Patillo Beals

TO: Students entering English 3 in Fall, 2014

FROM: The English Department, Metro Tech High School

DIRECTIONS:  

1. Get a copy of the novel, Warriors Don’t Cry by Melba Patillo Beals from any source you choose (the Metro Tech library, a public library, Amazon.com, an on-line vendor, etc.). 
2. Read the novel (Warriors Don’t Cry by Melba Patillo Beals) .

3. As you read, complete Parts A, B, C, D, and E of this assignment.  Typing (Times New Roman, .12, single space) is preferred.  
To make typing easier, electronic copies of this assignment are available at:
http://phoenixunion.schoolwires.net/Page/13675
4. Submit your completed Summer Reading Assignment the first day of school.  Expect a follow-up assessment.

SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT
PART A:  Read the following standards and Learning Targets chart.  Check the appropriate “Before Lesson” boxes.  When you finish reading the novel and doing this Summer Reading Assignment, check the appropriate “After Lesson” boxes. The “Teacher Feedback” section is for your teacher to complete.
	LEARNING TARGETS
	Before

This Assignment

	Arizona Career and College Readiness Standards:

W.10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

W.10.2b Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

W.10.2e Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

W.10.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation
	Above & Beyond: I got this!
	Basically Good
	Not Yet 
	No--HELP!
	Above & Beyond: I got this!
	Basically Good
	Not Yet  - Help!
	Strength
	Area to Improve

	I can identify and define 5 words from my reading that are/were unfamiliar to me.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I can write or type three 5-8 sentence responses that demonstrate my reading comprehension by using details from the book, Warriors Don’t Cry.


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I can demonstrate critical reading by asking 3 questions about the novel, Warriors Don’t Cry.  
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I can write or type an original essay about how I relate to or connect with my reading of the novel, Warriors Don’t Cry.  
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


PART B:  Identify 5 unfamiliar words from the book, Warriors Don’t Cry and look up the definitions.   Record the word, page number, and definition in this chart:
	
	Word
	Page #
	Meaning

	1.
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	

	5.
	
	
	


PART C:  After reading the book, list three questions you still have about the Little Rock Nine and their experiences.

1.  
2.
3.

PART D:  Choose 3 questions from the list below.  On a separate piece of paper write a 5-8 sentence response to each of these questions.  Typing is preferred if possible.  Use Times New Roman, .12, and single-space.
Warriors Don’t Cry Questions
1. Why do you think that Melba starts the story by describing what her family is like?  What does each family member provide for her throughout her struggles?

2. Melba’s father argued that sacrificing Melba’s life and the safety of those around her have nothing to do with freedom.  Then he tells Melba, “You’re too young to be in this kind of mess.”  Do you agree or disagree with Melba’s father?  Explain your answers.
3. Governor Faubus was very obviously a prejudiced man who did not see African Americans as equals.  Cite examples in the book to prove this.  Do you think that politicians could get away with blatant racism (or other prejudices) like this today?  Provide support for your answer.
4. After Melba is attacked in the bathroom (page 119), she is mostly hurt because “no part of me understood why people would do those kinds of things to one another.”  From observations you have made in the book and in your own life, do you think people are born inherently good or evil?  Do you think that most people will stand up for what is right, or, as in Melba’s case, will most people cowardly attack those with less power?  Give evidence to support your answers.

5. Describe Melba’s relationship with Danny.  What kind of a person do you think Danny was?  Support your answer.  What, if anything, did he do beyond his assigned duties for Melba?

6. By Thanksgiving Melba, after enduring days of constant torture, limps quickly to class because she was advised to not “give anyone the opportunity to accuse you of being out of line.”  She longs for her old friends and days of happiness.  If you were in her shoes at this point, would you give up and return to your old school?  Why or why not?

7. At one point Melba states that,”the segregationists had stolen yet another important piece of my life.”  Explain all of the things that Melba was robbed of throughout her experiences.

8. In chapters 14-17, Melba becomes more of a warrior than ever.  Explain what she does to gain some sort of control over her situation.

9.  Explain your opinion of Link.  Do you think he did everything possible to help Melba?  Is there anything else he could have (or should have) done for her?

10.  At the end of the novel, Melba reflects that “we are not separate.  The effort to separate whether by race, creed, color, religion, or status is as costly to the separator as to those who would be separated.”  Reflect on this statement; do you agree?  How is it “costly to the separator?”

Source:  Plainfield IL school district  learningcommunity202.org/Dist202/Curriculum/design/designs/English_10/Support+Docs/warriors_discussion.doc
PART E:  Essay Response
In a well written essay, connect an aspect of your life to your reading of the book, Warriors Don’t Cry by Melba Patillo Beals.  Is there a character who resembles you or someone close to you?  Is there a situation in the book that reminds you of something that has happened in your life? Explain.  Use your best essay-writing skills.
