
Civil War 
Reconstruction





The year is 1864 and it’s election season. The U.S. has grown weary of the long & 
bloody Civil War. Hundreds of thousands of the countries' best & bravest young men 
had fallen on the fields of Bull Run, Antietam, Shiloh, & countless more.  Many have 

begun to think that the war was not worth it, & the price of freedom too great. 
Abraham Lincoln believed no price was too great to pay for the abolition of slavery.  

Lincoln will with the ’64 election and see the Civil come to an end, but he will not live 
to help reconstruct the country he fought so bitterly to hold together…



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8qEbIqdQJ5E&feature=related

"A house divided 
against itself 

cannot stand. I 
believe this 

government cannot 
endure permanently 
half-slave and half-
free. I do not expect 

the Union to be 
dissolved - I do not 

expect the house to 
fall - but I do expect 

it will cease to be 
divided. It will 

become all one 
thing or all the 

other." 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8qEbIqdQJ5E&feature=related


 When the Civil 
War ended in 

1865, the South 
was left in 
Ruins…Ruins of Houses in 

Fredericksburg

Charleston, South Carolina

Richmond, VA



The postwar 
Southern landscape

reflected the 
cultural, economic, 
and psychological 

devastation 
wrought upon the 

nation 
by the Civil War. 

Ruined arsenal in 
Richmond, VA (1865). 



Lincoln did not
want to 

further punish 
the South…

He wanted to 
rebuild and to 
reconcile the 
nation back 
together…

but his life was
cut short.



Five days after war ended, President Lincoln
was assassinated by John Wilkes Booth, who

thought it would save the Confederacy.



•Vice-President 
Andrew Johnson
now had the job 
of reconstructing

the South.  
•He was from 

Tennessee and 
believed white 

men should 
manage the 

South. 



Johnson announced his 
“Restoration” plan:

 A former Confederate state 
could rejoin the Union if it 
wrote a new state constitution.

 Elected a new state 
government.

 Repealed its act of secession. 
 Canceled its war debts.
 Ratified the 13th Amendment. 



By the Fall of 1865 all 
states met the requirement
and the 13th amendment 

was ratified.

Note: The 13th amendment
made slavery illegal.



13th Amendment
Section 1. Neither 

slavery nor involuntary 
servitude…shall exist 

within the United States,
or any place subject to 

their jurisdiction. 

Section 2. Congress 
shall have power to 

enforce this article …



•Before end of war, Congress had 
established the Freedmen's Bureau to 
assist former slaves.  Food, medical 

care, schools.  
~Booker T. Washington went to one of 

these schools. 



FREE~ At Last!!!  …?

"The Freedmen's Bureau 
at Richmond, Virginia"

Harpers Weekly, Dec 23, 
1865

The Richmond Bureau 
Headquarters, pictured 

here, was located on 10th
Street between Broad 

and Capitol. 



Education ~ At Last!!!



The Right to Marry~ At Last!!!

Marriage 
certificate 
issued by 

the 
Freedmen's 

Bureau



•Some in Congress thought that Southern 
plantations should be divided between 
former slaves.  

•It was nicknamed Forty Acres and a Mule 
(From General Sherman’s Special field order 

15). It did not pass Congress.



•The new state 
governments in the 

South were run by the
same people who 

were in charge during 
the war: wealthy 

white landowners. 

•They began passing 
laws called Black 
Codes to control 
former slaves.



1.To spell out rights like ability
to marry, own property, 
work for wages, & sue in 
court.  But could not vote or 
serve on a jury.  

2.Help planters find workers.  
Codes required freedmen to 
work.  But most work was 
unskilled labor.  

3.Keep freedmen and whites 
separated.

The three purposes of 
Black Codes were: 



POLL TAX 
RECIEPT 



•By 1866, 
President Johnson

said 
Reconstruction 

was over.   
•Leaders in 
Congress 

disagreed and 
thought former 
slaves must be 
granted full 
citizenship.  



•Congress extended the life of Freedmen's 
Bureau and enacted the Civil Rights Act of 
1866.  

•It said freedmen had same rights as 
whites and “Black Codes” were wrong.

The U.S. 

gover
nment 

enfor
ces 

the la
w…



Andrew tried to 
cancel the Civil 
Rights Act of 
1866, but it was 
overturned.

The “Radical 
Republicans” were 
able to “override” 
his veto with a 
2/3 majority vote 
in the House of 
Representatives 
and in the Senate.



In 1867, Congress placed federal troops in 
every Southern state and declared Johnson's 

plan for reconstructing the South illegal.  
Southerners who had supported the 

Confederacy were denied the right to vote. 



Federal troops helped to ensure 
freedmen were registered to vote.



1. Freemen
2. White southerners 

who had opposed 
the war 
(scalawags)

3. Northerners who 
moved south 
(carpetbaggers) 

There were only 3 groups who 
could vote in the South: 





Pardons 
from Pres.
Johnson





During Reconstruction, the president and 
Congress disagreed on so much that Pres. 

Johnson was impeached in 1868 for firing Sect.
of War Edward Stanton under a law passed by 

Congress. He was acquitted by one vote



The Impeachment of Andrew Johnson 
THADDEUS STEVENS AND

JOHN A. BINGHAM BEFORE THE SENATE 



Congress 
ratified the 

14th 
Amendmen
t on July 9, 
1868 giving

former 
slaves 

citizenship 
with full 

civil rights!



The first 
election with 

the new 
electorate was 

in 1868.  
Ulysses S. 

Grant, who got 
the new African
American vote, 
won because of 

those new 
voters.



•The 15th 
Amendment 
was passed 
on Feb. 3, 

1870.
•It protected
the rights of

African 
Americans to

vote.  



Amendment 15
Section 1.
The right of citizens of the 
United States to vote shall 
not be denied or abridged by 
the United States or by any 
state on account of race, 
color, or previous condition 
of servitude.
Section 2.
The Congress shall have 
power to enforce this article 
by appropriate legislation.



Not all were happy about the passage 
of this amendment…



What is
happen
ing in 

the 
South?



By 1870, every southern 
state fulfilled its duties 

to rejoin the Union.

•But, rejoining the Union 
did not solve the problems 

the South were facing…



• After the war, most Southerners 
were so poor that a system of 
sharecropping began out of 
desperation.  

• It kept most freedmen in poverty.





At this 
point…

Abolitionists 
felt their 
work was 

done & many 
went home.  



Frederick Douglas
•A Former Slave and 
great orator.

•Fought for Adoption of 
Constitutional 
Amendments to 
guarantee Voting Rights.

•Powerful voice for 
human rights and civil 
liberties for all .



March of 1866 ~First Convention 
of Colored Men of Kentucky 

gathered in Lexington, Kentucky

Black men throughout the 
South were voting and 

holding office for the 1st time
in U.S. history !!! 



•In the U.S., from 1865 to 1876, 20% of 

all elected officials were African 

American.  They wrote many new laws.  

•Ex: Georgia wrote a law that established 
public schools for the first time!



The Freedmen’s Savings and Trust 
Company, commonly referred to as
The Freedmen’s Bank, was 
incorporated on March 3, 1865.  It 
was created by the United States 
Congress along with the 
Freedmen’s Bureau to aid the 
freedmen in their transition from 
slavery to freedom.   

•Schools, 
hospitals, 

roads, bridges
had to be 
rebuilt.  

Taxes rose by
up to 400%.



•Most southern 
whites resented 
these new 
government. 
•They hated the 
high taxes.
•They hated 
seeing former 
slaves voting and 
holding public 
office.



•At first they tried to win freedmen voters 
away from the Republican party. 

•How could these white 
Southerners get their former 

power back?  



•Then they tried to 
use tricks to keep 
them from voting.  
When those tactics 
failed, they turned 
to violence and 
terror.  

•The KKK was a major
terrorist group.  



•People were arrested but rarely served 
any jail time because juries were afraid of 
the violence that they would meet later.

KKK in 1920’s



Many acted 
out violently  

against blacks 
who wished to
exercise their 
right to vote…

This cartoon 
appeared in a 

newspaper 
from 

Richmond, VA.



1. List 3 things 
you see.

2. Name one 
symbol and 
describe what 
it means.

3. What was the 
intent of this 
political 
cartoon?

4. How would you
feel if you were
an African-
American 
during the 
Reconstruction?



What is 
happing 
back in 

the North?



•By 1872, most 
Northerners 
were tiring of 
Reconstruction.
  

•They voted to 
allow former 
Confederates to 
vote again. 
 

•Soon the white 
landowners were 
back in power.



•When the next presidential election was 
held in 1876, there was no clear winner.  
•There was a last minute compromise.  



Compromise of 1877
-In order for the Republicans to claim the 

election, Hayes promised to:

1. Give aid to south.
2. Withdraw union troops.

3. South promised to respect 
Freedmen’s rights.

• President Hayes said, “Your rights and 
interests would be safer if this great mass 
of intelligent white men were left alone by 

the general government.”



Compromise of 1877
-In order for the Republicans to claim the election, 

Hayes promised to:
1. ____________________________________
2. ____________________________________
3. ____________________________________

• “Your rights and interests would be 
safer if this great mass of intelligent 
white men were left alone by the 
general government.”

~President Hayes



•After Reconstruction ended, many tax cuts
meant that schools were often closed.  
•Voting was denied to freedmen by 
elaborate tricks like a poll tax or a literacy
test.  



•Grandfather 
clauses stated 
anyone whose 

grandfather could 
vote would be 

grandfathered on 
Jan. 1, 1867 in to 

vote.  
•No blacks had yet 
been voting, so they

were excluded.  



     Because his father, Jonas Elias Pope, was a free 
person of color and could vote, Dr. Pope was able to meet 
the nearly impossible requirement of the grandfather 
clause. In 1902, he presented his father’s 1851 freedman 
papers, and was issued a voter registration card He 
became one of only 7 men of color in the entire city of 
Raleigh, NC eligible to vote.



1902 Voter 
Registration 

Card.



• In addition, many states drew a 
color line between whites and blacks 
in public life.
• These new laws were called “Jim 
Crow” laws.  



•In 1896, a 
Supreme Court 
case sealed the
fate of African
Americans for 
decades with 
its “separate 
but equal” 
clause.

•Plessey vs. 
Ferguson

* NOTE:  Inaccurate picture of Homer Plessey 



Merry-Go-Round

Where is the Jim Crow 

section

On this merry-go-round,

Mister, cause I want to 

ride?

Down South where I 

come from

White and colored

Can’t sit side by side,

Down South on the train

There’s a Jim Crow car
On the bus we’re put in 

the back-
But there ain’t no back
To a merry-go-round!

Where’s the horse

For a kid that’s black?

---Langston Hughes



“Jim 

Crow”
-A racial 

stereotype 



•Plessey VS. Ferguson was

a landmark Supreme 
Court case.
•Homer Plessy was a male 

that was 1/8 African 
American. He boarded a 
train in Louisiana but they 

made him sit on the black 

part of the train. He 
refused to move since he 

was considered a free 
man at birth by being 7/8 

white. Due to his refusal, 

he was arrested and 
jailed. Plessy fought this in

court but lost because 
they said he had equal 

rights to the train since 

they did not kick him off.



Music/ Slide Show
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s54MsnV2Dp0&safety_mode=true&persist_safety_mode=1&safe=active

Plessey vs. Ferguson

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s54MsnV2Dp0&safety_mode=true&persist_safety_mode=1&safe=active
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s54MsnV2Dp0&safety_mode=true&persist_safety_mode=1&safe=active


For over 100 years the United 
States would live under a system

of Segregation and “Jim Crow” 
Era Injustice…

Separate facilities and unequal 
treatment of African-Americans 
became the norm…especially in 

the South.





Two men 
rose to 

challenge 
these ideas.



Booker T. Washington &
 W. E. B. DuBois Ch.17

Born in 1856 - Died in 1915 Born February 23, 1868- Died August 27,1963
(Day before Dr. MLK Jr.’s “March on Washington”)



Booker T. Washington

Born in 1856 - Died in 1915

•Former slave who worked for 
African American rights.

•Believed all African Americans 
should be educated  & equity 
could be achieved through 
vocational education.

•Founder of the Tuskegee 
Institute.

•Accepted “separate, but equal” 
ruling of Plessey vs. Ferguson.



Booker T. Washington 



W. E. B. 
DuBois 

Born February 23, 1868- Died August 27,1963
(Day before Dr. MLK Jr.’s “March on Washington”)

-First black to graduate from Harvard 
University with a Ph.D (in History).

•Prolific writer (wrote 22 books).

•Disagreed with Booker T. Washington
about how much blacks could 
achieve.

•The idea of the Talented 10% --
raising up the “exceptional men” of 
the black race who would be the ones
to lead the race.

•Co-Founder of the NAACP (The 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People) .





"Back of the problem of race and color lies a greater problem and that 
is the fact that so many civilized person's are willing to live in comfort 

even if the price of this is poverty, ignorance, and disease of the 
majority of their fellowmen, [and] that to maintain this privilege men 

have waged war until today war tends to become universal and 
continuous."



Two Distinct Viewpoints

“Education must not simply 
teach work – it must teach 

life” 
Booker T. Washington

“The world cares very little 
about what a man knows; 
it is what a man or woman 
is able to do that counts.” 

W.E.B DuBois

1. How are 
these quotes 

different?

2. Which quote 
makes more 

sense to you?



Believed in job skills 
and economic 
equality

Believed that civil 
rights would come 
later

Supported by whites

Founded the 
Tuskegee Institute

Educated

Believed in the 
advancement of 

African Americans

Influential

Believed in social, 
civil and political 
rights

Believed in higher 
education

Help created the 
National Association 
for the Advancement
of Colored People 
(NAACP)

Booker T. Washington W.E.B. Du Bois

“Education 
must not 

simply teach 
work – it must 

teach life.” 

    “The world cares 
very little about 

what a man knows;
it is what a man or 
woman is able to 
do that counts.” 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oBi_rCGKqFs&feature=related ( quotes / intro on “Jim 
Crow” 4.27 mins)

(play first 2 mins)

Booker T. Washington:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G59wf2o3Zyc  (10 min—intro on 
his  college)
(Play 1-4:30 and 8-end)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Hsd55AK53U&feature=related&safety_mode=true&pers
ist_safety_mode=1

WEB DuBois http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oBi_rCGKqFs&feature=related
(play 2 min-end)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G59wf2o3Zyc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G59wf2o3Zyc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Hsd55AK53U&feature=related&safety_mode=true&persist_safety_mode=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Hsd55AK53U&feature=related&safety_mode=true&persist_safety_mode=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oBi_rCGKqFs&feature=related


Congressman Steve Cohen (D) of Tennessee introduced a bill formally 
acknowledging slavery and segregation on February 22, 2008. 

A excerpt of Representative Cohen’s speech: “This country had an institution of slavery 
for 246 years and followed it with Jim Crow laws that denied people equal opportunity 
under the law. There was segregation in the south and other places in this country, at 
least through the year 1965 when civil rights laws were passed. There were separate 
water fountains for people, marked white and colored, there were restaurants, there 
were separate hotels, there were job opportunities that were not available to African-
Americans. There were theaters that were segregated. 

It's hard to imagine, in 2008, that such a society existed and was sanctioned by 
law, that the laws of the nation provided for segregation and enforced slave fugitive 
slave laws. In fact, the history of slavery goes not just through the Emancipation 
Proclamation and the 13th, 14th, and 15th amendments to our constitution, but as so 
eloquently written, just yesterday, in The Baltimore Sun in an editorial by Mr. Leonard 
Pitts Jr., that slavery existed up until about World War II, but it was a form of slavery 
where people were bought and sold for debts, it was slavery by another name. In a book 
called Slavery By Another Name by Douglass Blackman, a correspondent for the Wall 
Street Journal, when he talked about a convict leasing system in the south where in poor 
black men were routinely snatched up and tried on false petty or nonexistent charges by 
compliant courts, assessed some fine they could not afford, and then put into the 
servitude of an individual who bought them. This system continued up until World War II.“



On July 29, 2008, House Resolution
194 was passed. 

For the first time in U.S. History, the federal 
government apologized for slavery and 

segregation. 



Lynching of Emmett 
Till

Jul 31, 1955
Emmett was tortured, 

beaten,



Reconstruction and 

Post-Reconstruction

Study Guide

States 
Reconstruction



Lighting the Way: 
Brown V Board of 

Education

Preview of 
things to come



What is 

Reconstruction?

•Reconstruction is 

rebuilding the South after 

the Civil War.



Reconstruction Policies and Problems

What were the Reconstruction policies and problems?

•Southern military leaders could not hold public office.

•African Americans could hold public office.

•Southerners resented Northern carpetbaggers who took 

advantage of the South during Reconstruction.

•African Americans gained equal rights as a result of the 

Civil Rights Act of 1866, which authorized the use of federal

troops for its enforcement. 

•Northern soldiers supervised the South.

•The Freedmen's Bureau was established to aid former 

enslaved African Americans in the South. 
 

•Southern states adopted Black Codes to limit the economic

and physical freedom of former slaves.



Provisions of the 13th, 14th and 

15th Amendments

These amendments guarantee equal 

protection under the law for all citizens.

•13th Amendment:  bans slavery in the U.S.

and all of its territories

•14th Amendment:  grants citizenship to all 

persons born in the U.S. and guarantees 

them equal protection under the law

•15th Amendment:  ensures all citizens the 

right to vote regardless of race, color, or 

previous condition of servitude



When you are done 

with your test…

Read pages 5-9 in the unit 

packet.

As you read, highlight the 
most important facts.



Lasting Impacts of Abraham Lincoln, Robert E. 

Lee, and Frederick Douglass

•Abraham Lincoln:  His plan called for 

reconciliation.  He wanted to preserve the Union; it

was more important than punishing the South.

•Robert E. Lee:  He urged Southerners to reconcile

at the end of the war and reunite as Americans 

when some wanted to continue fighting.  Became 

president of Washington College, now known as 

Washington and Lee University.

•Frederick Douglass: He fought for adoption of 

Constitutional amendments that guaranteed voting

rights.  He was a powerful voice for human rights 

and civil liberties for all.



Segregation and Jim Crow Laws

•Racial segregation is separation based on race.  It is 

directed mainly at African Americans but other groups 

were also kept segregated. 

 

•American Indians were not considered citizens until 

1924.

•Jim Crow laws were passed to discriminate against 

African Americans.  They made discrimination practices 

legal in many communities and states.  There were 

unequal opportunities in housing, work, education, and 

government.

•The Supreme Court Case, Plessy vs. Ferguson, created 

the separate but equal laws that made segregation legal. 



African American Response

•Booker T. Washington: 

Believed equality could be 

achieved through vocational 

education; accepted social 

separation. 

•W.E.B. DuBois: Believed in full

political, civil and social rights 

for African Americans.



End of Reconstruction, 1877

As a result of the end of Reconstruction:

•Reconstruction ended in 1877 as a 

result of a compromise over the 

outcome of the election of 1876.

•Federal troops were removed from the 

South.

•Rights that African Americans gained 

were lost through Jim Crow Laws.









Reconstructing the Union



Lincoln’s 
Plan

3*
4
8
10
13

Wade-Davis Bill
(Radical 

Republican’s Plan)

3*
1
5
6

Andrew 
Johnson’s 

Plan

3*
2
7
9
11
12

3 Plans for Reconstruction



Abraham 
Lincoln’s 

Plan
(3) The state 

constitution had to
ban slavery.

(4) Did not punish the 
South.

(8) The 10 Percent 
Plan.

(10) Offered Amnesty 
to all white 
Southerners, 
except 
Confederate 
leaders.

(13) Granted the right 
to vote for some 
African Americans.

Wade-Davis Bill
(Radical 

Republican’s Plan)

(3) The state constitution 
had to ban slavery.

(1) Only white males who 
had never fought against 
the Union could vote at a 
state’s convention.

(5) Former Confederates 
could not hold public office.

(6) Majority of white males
in a state had to swear 
loyalty to the Union.

Andrew 
Johnson’s Plan
(3) The state constitution

had to ban slavery.

(2) States had to ratify 
the 13th amendment.

(7) Opposed to giving 
African American equal 
rights.

(9) Wealthy landowners 
had to apply to the 
president personally for a
pardon.

(11) Restoration

(12) Only whites who had 
been pardoned could vote 
at the state’s convention.



Abraham 
Lincoln’s 

Plan
Called the “10 Percent 

Plan.”

The state constitution 
had to ban slavery.

Did not punish the 
South.

Offered Amnesty to all
white Southerners,
except 
Confederate 
leaders.

Granted the right to 
vote for some 
African Americans.

Wade-Davis 
Bill

(Radical 
Republican’s Plan)

The state constitution had
to ban slavery.

Only white males who had 
never fought against the 
Union could vote at a 
state’s convention.

Former Confederates could
not hold public office.

 Majority of white males 
in a state had to swear 
loyalty to the Union.

Andrew 
Johnson’s Plan
Plan for “Restoration” of 
the Union.

The state constitution 
had to ban slavery.

States had to ratify the 
13th amendment.

Opposed to giving African
American equal rights.

Wealthy landowners had 
to apply to the president 
personally for a pardon.

Only whites who had been
pardoned could vote at 
the state’s convention.



Post Civil War 

Reconstruction 

Vocabulary & 

People



1. Reconstruction
The 

reorganization 
and rebuilding 
of the former 
Confederate 

states after the 
Civil War.



2. 
Amendment

An addition or change to a formal 
document such as the Constitution.  

Ie: Three major changes to the U.S. Constitution were made 
during the Reconstruction era to secure the civil rights of 

African Americans.



3. 
Servitude

Condition of being 
a slave; forced 

slavery or bondage.



4. Discrimination

A difference in attitude or treatment 
shown to a particular person, class, or 

group.



5. Reconciliation

Settlement or adjustment of 
disagreements or differences.



6. Carpetbagger
The name given 

to Northern 
whites who 

moved South 
after the Civil War

and supported 
the Republicans.



7. 
Vocational 
Education

Education having to do 
with training for a 

specific occupation.



8. Ratify
To give official
approval of an
amendment.  
Ex: According to the 
Constitution, 2/3 of 

the states must 
officially approve of 

an amendment.



9. Segregation
The legal 

separation or 
isolation of a 
race, class, or 

group. 
This form of racial separation would continue until the 

Brown vs. Board of Education (1954) lawsuit would 
overturn the prior Supreme Court's decision in the Plessy

vs. Furguson (1896).



10. Abraham Lincoln
His plan called for 
reconciliation.  He 

wanted to 
preserve the 
Union; it was 

more important 
than punishing the

South. 



11. W.E.B. DuBois
This man believed 
full political, civil, 
and social rights 

should be enjoyed 
by all African-

Americans.



12. Booker T. Washington

Founder of the 
Tuskegee University, 
an African-American 
college, he believed 

equality could be 
achieved through 

vocational education.



13. Frederick Douglass
He fought for 

adoption of 
Constitutional 

amendments that 
guaranteed voting 
rights.  He was a 

powerful voice for 
human rights and 

civil liberties for all. 



14. Robert E. Lee
He urged Southerners to 

reconcile at the end of 
the war and reunite as 
Americans when some 

wanted to continue 
fighting.  Became 

president of Washington 
College, now known as 

Washington and Lee 
University.



Post Civil War 

Reconstruction 

Concepts



13th Amendment
This amendment to the

Constitution was 
ratified on December 
6, 1865.  It abolished 
slavery in the United 

States.
Excerpt from the 

Amendment:  "Neither 
slavery nor involuntary 

servitude...shall exist within
the United States..."



14th Amendment
This amendment to the 

Constitution was ratified 
on July 9, 1868.  

It stated that all citizens 
in the United States 

would be treated equally
and that no state could 

make laws taking away a 
person’s rights.

Excerpt from the 
Amendment:  "No state 

shall make or enforce any 
law which shall abridge 

the privileges…of citizens 
of the U.S. …nor deny any 
person …equal protection 

of the laws.”



15th Amendment
This amendment to the 

Constitution was ratified
on February 3, 1870.  It 

gave all African 
American males the 

right to vote and 
protected that right 

against any state that 
tried to take it away.

Excerpt from the 
Amendment:  “The right 
of citizens of the U.S. to 

vote shall not be 
denied…on account of 
race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude.”



Black Codes

Laws passed in the South just 
after the Civil War aimed at 
controlling freedmen and 

enabling plantation owners to 
exploit African American 

workers.



Literacy Tests
A method used to 

prevent African 
Americans and poor 
whites from voting 
by requiring those 

who want to vote to 
read and write at a 

specific level.



Grandfather Clause
A clause that allowed 
individuals who did 
not pass the literacy 

to vote if their fathers
or grandfathers had 

voted before 
Reconstruction 

began.



Civil Rights Act of 1866

•This act established special courts with the ability to 
prosecute those who violated the rights of blacks, 
permitted African Americans the right to serve on 
juries, granted the states the power to protect African 
Americans rights, and granted full citizenship to all 
African Americans.
•This act overturned the 1857 Dread Scott decision & 
extended the Freedmen's Bureau.
•Though this act was vetoed by President Johnson, the 
Radical Republicans were able to override the veto.  



Poll Taxes
A tax of a fixed 

or certain 
amount per 

person that had 
to be paid before
the person could 

vote.



Wade-Davis Bill
•Established July 1864 by the 
Radical Republicans, this plan
cut out the presidential 
power to grant amnesty to 
the Confederacy and 
required that all white males 
to swear loyalty to the Union 
and denied the right to vote 
or hold office to anyone who 
had fought as a Confederate 
rebel during the Civil War.



Thaddeus Stevens

Radical Republicans

A group of extreme 
congressmen who 

wanted to see 
change in the form 

of legislation for 
African Americans 

right away. 

They did not support the 
idea that the President 
should decide the fate of 
the ex-Confederate states, 
but felt it should be the 
power of Congress to decide 
how states could re-enter 
the union.



Freedmen’s Bureau
Formed by 

Congress in March 
of 1865, this 

agency was created
to help former 

enslaved persons 
to transition from 

slavery to freedom.

It provided food, clothing, 
medical services, formed 
schools, and assisted in 
the formation of African 
American colleges and 
universities.



Restoration
•President Andrew Johnson's 
plan for restoring the South 
to its former glory, minus 
slavery.  

•It included several parts 
including having former 
Confederates pledge an oath 
of loyalty to the U.S. and 
writing formal letters of 
apology in order to regain 
their land and U.S. 
citizenship; but, said nothing 
of African American rights.



Ten Percent Plan
Lincoln's plan for 

reconstruction after the 
Civil War had ended.  

It included: 1) Sates forming
a new Constitution banning 
slavery. 2) Once 10% of the 
state voters took an oath of 

loyalty; the state could 
rejoin the union.



Amnesty
The granting of 

pardon from 
prosecution for an

illegal act to a 
large number of 

people.  
Ex: President Lincoln had planned to 
grant this type of presidential pardon
to all Americans who had served on 
the side of the Confederacy.



Sharecropping

A system of farming 
in which a farmer 
works land for an 

owner who provides
equipment and 

seeds and receives a
share of the crop.



Scalawag
A name given by former

Confederates to 
southern whites who 
supported Republican 
Reconstruction of the 

South.  
(Often seen as traitors 

to the former 
Confederacy.)



Andrew Johnson
•He served as 
president 
following the first 
few years of 
Reconstruction.
•A southern Democrat from 
Tennessee, he became 
Lincoln's Vice President and 
later President of the U.S. 
after Lincoln was assassinated
by John Wilkes Booth.  



Impeach
To formally charge a 
public official with 

misconduct in office. 

Ex:  This action was taken against
President Johnson when he 

decided to remove an official 
from his cabinet against a new 
law that was made forbidding 

him from doing so.



Important Historical Figures of the 
Reconstruction Era

Abraham Lincoln:  President during the Civil War.  He 
planned on granting amnesty to the South under his “10%
Plan” of Reconstruction.

Gen. Robert E. Lee:  Confederate general who 
surrendered at Appomattox Court House, VA.  Ending 
the Civil War; made Gen. Grant a hero. He became the 
President of Washington and Lee University.

Frederick Douglass: Famous former slave and 
abolitionist.  Wrote an autobiography; it shocked people 
in the North & helped to spur the Civil War.

General Sherman:  Union general known for his “burning
march to the sea” and “special field order 15” AKA “40 
Acres and a mule.”

Andrew Johnson: Became president during 
reconstruction after the assassination of Pres. Lincoln.  
Southerner (from Tennessee); Restoration.



Reconstruction Policies

Soldiers from the __________  ___________the _____________.

C________________________from the North took advantage
of the South during Reconstruction. (buying the land cheap)

Rights for African-Americans were gained as a result of the
_________________________________, which also 
authorized the use of federal ____________for its 
___________________.

Established the ________________________to aid former 
enslaved African-Americans in the South.

African Americans _____________hold 
_____________________. (they were elected).

Military leaders from the South could ______hold 
__________.

These policies made some in the South want to... 
SCREAM!!!



13th Amendment -  ____________

is ________________in the U.S.! 

14th Amendment – Grants ___________

to those _______or naturalized in the 

U.S. & ________  ___________under the 

________! 

15th Amendment –____  _____________ 

have the right to ________regardless of 

__________, _______________, or previous 

condition of ___________________!  

Reconstruction Amendments



13th Amendment -  Slavery  is 

abolished in the U.S.! 

14th Amendment – Grants citizenship 

to those born in the U.S. & equal 

protection under the law ! 

15th Amendment –All citizens have 

the right to vote regardless of race, 
color, or previous condition of 

servitude!  

Reconstruction Amendments



To “veto legislation” means to “cancel a law.”  
Why might former Confederates and those in the 

South want to veto the 15th Amendment? 



Reconstruction Policies

Soldiers from the North supervised the South.

Carpetbaggers from the North took advantage of the South 
during Reconstruction.

Rights for African Americans were gained as a result of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1866, which also authorized the use of 
federal troops for its enforcement.

Established the Freedman's Bureau to aid former enslaved 
African Americans in the South.

African Americans could hold public office. (they were 
elected).

Military leaders from the South could not hold office.

These policies made some in the 
South want to... SCREAM!!!





•1.I can’t hold office because I was 
a Confederate military leader!
•2. How  dare the  U.S. take away my
right to vote!!!
•3. Those carpetbaggers are buying 
up the South for pennies!
•4. The war is over get these 
soldiers out of  the South!
•5.You say a black man can vote and
hold office and I CAN’T??!!!
•6. It’s not FAIR!!!

•1. I want my right to vote under 
the 15th amendment!

•2. I deserve the right to be 
treated as an EQUAL under the 

14th amendment!
•3. The Black Codes are unfair!
•4. I am NOT  “Jim Crow”  I want 

my rights!!!! 
•5. The KKK burned  down our 
Freedman’s  Bureau  School!

•6.  HEY! I thought I was FREE!!!! 
It’s not FAIR!!!



Lincoln’s 
10% Plan

• When 10% swear loyalty, can rejoin.
• Adopt new constitution banning slavery.
• Amnesty to all who swear loyalty.
• Freedmen vote if educated or fought in war
• Would not force south to give rights to 

freedmen.
• Wants RECONCILIATION, preserve the Union!



1. List 3 things you see.  
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________

2. Name one symbol and describe 
what it means.  ______________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________

3. What was the intent of this 
political cartoon?  ___________ 
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________

4. How would you feel if you were 
an African-American during the 
Reconstruction?________________ 
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________


