
   
  

    

     
   

   

     

       

       
   

 

    

      

      

             
            

             
 

             
           

            
            

                
               

               
            

           

Murrieta Valley High School
Course Syllabus 

Course Information: Teacher Information: 

Course Title: Advanced Television & 
Video Production (Filmmaking) 

Last Name: Harrison 

Credits: 10 First Name: Ella 

Length: Year Phone: (951) 696-1408 ext. 5825 

Prerequisites: Grade of B or better in 
Filmmaking and teacher 
recommendation 

Office Location: Room 825 

A-G/UC/CSU approved: Yes Office Hours: 7:15-12:45 

Class Location: Room 825/826 Email: eharrison@murrieta.k12.ca.us 

School Mission: The Mission of Murrieta Valley High School is to inspire and 
empower all students to grow academically, emotionally and socially in order to 
become productive citizens who serve others and meet the challenges of the 21st 
Century. 

ACLU LANGUAGE - Dear Student: The Constitution of the State of California 
requires that we provide a public education to you free of charge. Your right to a free 
education is for all school/educational activities, whether curricular or extracurricular, 
and whether you get a grade for the activity or class. Subject to certain exceptions, your 
right to a free public education means that we cannot require you or your family to 
purchase materials, supplies, equipment or uniforms for any school activity, nor can we 
require you or your family to pay security deposits for access, participation, materials, or 
equipment. Under certain circumstances, students involved in extracurricular programs, 
clubs and/or sports may be required to attend fundraising events held by the program, 
sport or club just as you may be required to attend any other event put on by that 
program, club or sport. However, you will not be required to raise funds as a condition of 
participation. 

NON-DISCRIMINATORY STATEMENT: 
All students at Murrieta Valley High School are ensured an equal opportunity for 
admission in and access to the educational and co-curricular programs. MVHS’ 
policies, procedures, and practices ensure that there is no discrimination on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, religion, gender, and sexual orientation, physical 
or mental disabilities. This is in compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, the Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1975. The lack of English language skills will not be a barrier 
for admission and participation in any program. All students have equal education 
facilities and evaluation procedures, and there shall be equal allocations of 



   
  

         
             

 

  

    
          

       

  
              
   

                  
            
          

             
                

               
   

             

    

        

    

    

   

    

Murrieta Valley High School
Course Syllabus 

vocational education funds. This non-discrimination policy covers admission and 
access to, and treatment and employment in, all the Career Technical Programs and 
activities. 

Course Description: 

This course is pending UC/CSU approval for Visual & Performing Arts. The course 
meets district graduation requirements for High School Visual & Performing Arts credit 
or elective credit. This advanced course is designed for students who are considering 
television or film production as a career. Students will produce a variety of school and 
community video projects that reinforce knowledge of equipment, terminology, concepts 
and procedures used in professional video and television production studios. Students 
will assist in the production and broadcast of the Nighthawk Daily News. Stu-dents will 
study the history of television and film and will evaluate directors’ styles, genres and 
social impact. Software programs such as Apple Final Cut and Live Type will be a 
secondary focal point to that of meeting the elements of art and principles of design, as 
well as the components in the state standards 

Course Competencies/School-wide Learning Objectives:
Throughout this course, students will be Engaged Learners, Critical Thinkers, 
Effective Communicators, and Responsible Twenty-first Century Citizens. 

GRADING SYSTEM 
Most courses at MVHS are taught on a semester basis and worth five credits per
class per semester. 
Grades are computed on a four point scale: A = 4 pts. B=3pts. C=2 pts. D=1 pt. F=0 pt.
IB courses and Advanced Placement classes use a five point grading scale: 
A= 5 pts. B= 4pts. C=3pts. D=1 pt. F=0 pts. 

All progress report grades and final semester grades are available for viewing on 
ABI at the end of each grading period. Parents will receive an email and phone call 
as to when the grades are viewable on ABI. Weekly and daily progress report forms 
are available for 
students in the counseling and administration offices as well as the MVHS website. 

MVHS UNIFORM GRADING SCALE 

Plus or Minus Grades will be given: Yes 

A+ 97-100 A 90-100 

A 93-96 B 80-89 

A- 90-92 C 70-79 

B+ 87-89 D 60-69 
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Murrieta Valley High School
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B 83-86 F 0-59 

B- 80-82 

C+ 77-79 

C 73-76 

C- 70-72 

D+ 67-69 

D 63-66 

D- 60-62 

F 0-59 

Calculation of Students Grade: 
Nighthawk Daily News Production - 25% 
Video Yearbook Filming/Projects - 25% 
Daily News Crew Contributions - 25% 
Film Productions - 25% 

Behavior Expectations: It is the responsibility of every MVUSD student to know 
and follow school rules. By doing so, you will be a productive and successful 
member of the learning community. Student behavior is expected to reflect the 
MVUSD mission of “inspiring every student to think, to learn, to achieve, to care”. 
Students who make poor decisions will be held accountable for their actions. 
Teacher’s Classroom Policy:
All students are expected to behave appropriately at all times. Depending on the 
severity of the situation students may receive lunch detention, OCI for the class 
period, or Saturday school. 

Make-up Homework Policy: When a student is absent from school, it is his/her
responsibility to contact teachers upon returning to school regarding make-up
work. The teacher may also be contacted via email or telephone. The time allotted 
for making up missed work will vary depending on the circumstances surrounding 
the absence, the actual time out of school, and the teacher’s classroom policy. Each 
student will make arrangements with his/her teachers for turning in this work. If a 
student is absent for three 
(3) days or more, the parent should call and request the work. Teachers will be 
given a 24-hour notice to provide make up work. The make-up policy for missing
assignments when a student is not absent is at the discretion of the individual 
teacher. Please read individual teacher guidelines for their specific homework 
policy. Assignments may be corrected/resubmitted at the discretion of the teacher. 
Students are encouraged to correct/resubmit assignments when the opportunity 
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arises. 
Teacher’s Classroom Policy:
Late work is always accepted within each 6 week grading period. However, each day 
it’s late you will drop one letter grade from the grade earned. If it’s 4 or more days 
late, the grade earned will be half of the possible points. 

Plagiarism, Cheating, and Academic Integrity: 
Plagiarism is the practice of copying words, sentences, images, or ideas for use in 
written or oral assessments without giving proper credit to the source. Cheating is 
defined as the giving or receiving of illegal help on anything that has been 
determined by the teacher to be an individual effort. Both are considered serious 
offenses and will significantly affect your course grade. Please refer to the Student 
Code of Conduct booklet for additional information. 

GENERAL OBJECTIVES 
Students are held to a very high level of standards, including performance,
participation, public relations, and ethics. 

Major Student Outcomes 
1. To provide a real world television experience 
2. To prepare students for successful employment, including time management,
teamwork, problem solving, personal presentation, public relations. 

3. To provide an informative, entertaining daily pre-recorded news program for 
school. 
4. To provide community service projects and marketable video products. 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 
Video Production is a hands-on, laboratory-type course and therefore most of your
work will be completed in class. Regular attendance is critical. 

Students are responsible for producing the Nighthawk Daily News every class 
period, as well as the Video Yearbook for the year. This includes filming activities 
after school. Each student will be required to film at least one after school activity 
per semester. 
Expectations: 

• Stay on task! Be ambitious...take charge of your filming! 
• Be a positive role model for others, you will be seen on the Daily News 

regularly! 


