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Graduation Requirements

In support of student development goals set out in KRS 158.6451 and the Kentucky Academic Expectations, students must complete a minimum of twenty-six (26) credits, including demonstrated performance-based competency in technology, and all other state and local requirements in order to graduate from high school in the District. Students shall complete an individual learning plan that focuses on career exploration and related postsecondary education and training needs.

The high school student handbook shall include complete details concerning specific graduation requirements.

Course Requirements
	Program Area
	Required Units
	Course Titles

	English
	4 credits
	English I, II, III, and IV. Language Arts shall be taken each year of high school.

	Math
	4 credits
	Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II, and one (1) math elective. A minimum of one (1) mathematics course must be taken each year of high school. The Algebra II requirement will be met if it is replaced with a higher level of mathematics course such as College Algebra. However, all students must sit for the Algebra II state-required end-of-course assessment.

	Social Studies
	3 credits
	Credits to include the content strands of historical perspective, including U.S. History, Geography, Economics, Government and Civics, and Cultures and Societies.

	Science
	3 credits
	Biology, Earth/Space, Physical Science OR

	
	
	Chemistry

	Visual &
Performing Arts
	1 credit
	Can be earned through History and Appreciation of Visual and Performing Arts or four (4) consecutive credits in a standards-based specialized arts course reflective of the student’s Individual Learning Plan which includes the content strands of arts, dance, music, theater, and visual arts.

	World Language
	2 credits
	Level I and II of same language. Credit may be earned through competency assessment.

	Fitness/Wellness
	1 credit
	

	Electives
	8 credits
	To include 4 elective courses taken in sequence (see below).

	Total:
	26 credits
	


Requirement Waivers

In rare cases, the Board may approve a waiver of World Language requirements if an ARC or Targeted Intervention Plan (TIP) recommends such a move and parents are fully advised of the implications of the decision.

Content Requirements and Course Sequence

All required courses shall include content contained in the Kentucky Core Academic Standards, and electives shall address academic and career interest standards-based learning experiences, including four (4) credits in an academic or career interest based on the student’s individual learning plan.
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Graduation Requirements
Content Requirements and Course Sequence (continued)

Students that do not meet the college readiness benchmarks for English and language arts and/or mathematics shall take a transitional course or be provided individualized interventions before exiting high school.
Writing Requirement

To graduate, student must complete a writing collection that meets content and quality criteria established by the SBDM Council in accordance with state-required writing program standards. In non-SBDM Council schools, the Principal/designee must appoint a committee of literacy teachers and other certified staff to develop requirements for writing collection content and quality criteria subject to approval by the Superintendent/designee.

Technology Competency

In order to graduate, students must demonstrate performance competency in technology as measured by a District approved competency assessment. Students not meeting competency standards upon entering the ninth grade must follow a SBDM Council approved plan to meet this requirement.

Course Sequence

All students are required to complete a minimum of four (4) credits in an elective sequence.

Performance-Based Credits

The District shall accept performance-based credits toward graduation in addition to traditional Carnegie units. It is the responsibility of the high schools to develop performance descriptors and assessments for performance-based courses. Performance-based credits will only be accepted by the Board if previously approved by the high school SBDM Council. It is also the responsibility of the high school SBDM Council to determine the appropriateness of the content and courses for performance-based credit. SBDM Councils may choose to allow performance-based credits for only some content areas and not others. If no SBDM exists, the Board will accept performance-based credits if approved by the Superintendent/designee.
Honors Recognition

Student class rank will not be tabulated or externally reported.

Graduating students will be publically recognized for academic distinction at high school graduation ceremonies using the following Latin honors system:

	Level of Honor
	G.P.A. Range

	Cum laude - defined as “with honor”
	3.5-3.749

	Magna cum laude - defined as “with great honor”
	37.75-4.099

	Summa cum laude - defined as “with highest honor”
	4.1 and above


All graduates will be seated and announced alphabetically.
The SBDM Council at each school will review and approve a graduation program including selection of speakers, student performances, and the awarding of diplomas within the time limits established by the Board.
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Graduation Requirements
Transcripts

Students completing college-level coursework, not designated as dual credit, may choose to include college courses and grades on their high school transcript under the following provisions:

· Student provides official transcript from the college/university upon completion of the course(s);

· Student attends an accredited, recognized college/university including, but not limited to the University of Kentucky, Asbury University, Morehead State University, Eastern Kentucky University, Georgetown College, the Bluegrass Community and Technical College, and Sullivan;

All dual-credit courses completed will be entered on the students’ transcript.

Alternative Diploma

As approved by the Superintendent/designee and with input from the ILP team, students assigned to an alternative program may be permitted to graduate with fewer than the twenty-six (26) credits but not less than the twenty-two (22) state required credits.

Correspondence Courses

Students may enroll in required or elective correspondence courses and may count up to eight (8) correspondence credits toward Jessamine County High School graduation. Correspondence courses will be accepted from accredited institutions including, but not limited to the University of Kentucky, Eastern Kentucky University, and Western Kentucky University.

Middle School Courses for Credit

Middle school students who enroll in high school level courses while still in middle school may earn high school credit for each course if s/he earns an A, B in the course.

In keeping with state regulations, middle-level teachers who teach these courses for high school credit must hold either middle-level or secondary certification with the appropriate content specialization.

Other Provisions

The District shall accept for credit toward graduation any course a student successfully completes through an electronically delivered course approved by the Superintendent/designee and incorporate the grade the student receives in calculating that student’s grade point average without distinction between the grade received for the electronically delivered course and courses taught within the school district for which the student receives a grade.

In addition, the District shall accept for credit toward graduation and completion of high school course requirements an advanced placement, a high school equivalent, or an electronically delivered course approved by the Superintendent/designee taken by a student in grades 5, 6, 7, or 8 if that student attains performance levels expected of high school students as determined by achieving a score of “3” or higher on a College Board Advanced Placement examination or a grade of “B” or better in a high school equivalent or the approved electronically delivered course.1

The Board may authorize different diploma programs. In addition, the Board may award a diploma to a student posthumously indicating graduation with the class with which the student was expected to graduate.
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Graduation Requirements
Other Provisions (continued)

The Board, Superintendent, Principal, or teacher may award special recognition to students.

The student with disabilities who completes an alternative program specified in an individual educational plan is entitled to recognition for achievement. Consistent with the District’s graduation practices for all students, an alternative high school diploma shall be awarded to students with disabilities in compliance with applicable legal requirements. In addition, former students may submit to the Superintendent a request that the District provide them with an alternative high school diploma to replace the certificate of attainment they received at time of graduation from the District.2
Early Graduation Certificate

Students who meet all applicable legal requirements shall be eligible for early graduation in relation to receipt of an Early Graduation Certificate. Students wishing to follow an early graduation pathway shall notify the Principal of their intent prior to the beginning of grade nine (9) or as soon thereafter as the intent is known, but within the first thirty (30) school days of the academic year in which they wish to graduate. A Letter of Intent to Apply shall be entered into the student information system by October 1 of the year the student declares intent to graduate early.3
Students working toward receipt of an Early Graduation Certificate shall be supported by development and monitoring of an individual learning plan.

Students who meet all applicable legal requirements shall be awarded a diploma and an Early Graduation Certificate.
References:

1KRS 158.622
2KRS 156.160; 20 U.S.C. sec. 1414
3KRS 158.142; 704 KAR 003:305;
 KRS 40.010
 KRS 158.140; KRS 158.645; KRS 158.6451; KRS 158.860
 013 KAR 002:020
 702 KAR 007:125; 703 KAR 004:060; 704 KAR 003:303; 704 KAR 007:140
 OAG 78‑348; OAG 82‑386
 Kentucky Core Academic Standards

Related Policies:

08.1131, 08.22

09.126 (re requirements for students from military families)
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