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SUMMARY:  Emmy tries to be a good girl, but no one – not even her parents – seems to notice her.  No one, that is, except the talking rat in her classroom.  When she helps the rat escape from his cage, Emmy discovers a world full of rodents with magical powers – a world that her horrible nanny, Ms. Barmy, is extremely familiar with.  With the help of a charming cast of characters, both human and rodent, Emmy soon realizes that there might be something to her “invisibility,” after all...  
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS:
Note:  Be sure to look at the suggested websites at the end of this study guide for the link to the publisher’s teacher’s guide for this title.

Language Arts:

Fables:  Emmy and the Incredible Shrinking Rat is a fable.  Explain to your students that a fable uses animals that act like humans in order to show its readers a lesson.    

· Have the students create their own short fable with animals not included in this story.  

· Morality “Tails” East and West
http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=593
· Fable Writing
http://ericir.syr.edu/Virtual/Lessons/Interdisciplinary/INT0020.html
· Choose one of Aesop’s fables to read to the class.  Ask the class how that fable is similar or different from Emmy and the Incredible Shrinking Rat.
Reader’s Theater: 
· Students can do a dramatic reading of Emmy and the Incredible Shrinking Rat to explore the characters and emotions in the story.  

Lynne Jonell’s Readers Theatre Script:  http://www.lynnejonell.com/rtheater/rt_eisr.pdf
Social Studies: 

Patriotic Songs:  Rat changes the lyrics to “The Star Spangled Banner” and “America the Beautiful” to reflect his views on neglected children and the rodent universe.  

· Have the students take a close look at Rat’s lyrics.  Do his new songs feel the same as the original?  How are the songs similar?  How are they different?

Science: 
Rodents:  Take this opportunity to study different rodents, especially the ones referenced in the book, like rats, chipmunks, and chinchillas.  


· In the book, the rodents play soccer.  Ask the students whose team they would rather be on (rats or chipmunks) and why?  

Art:  The book contains flipbook illustrations of Rat crawling across a branch and tumbling into Emmy's hands.
· Have students create their own flipbook illustrations for a scene in the book.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1)  Emmy often feels unnoticed or disliked by the people around her, including her parents.  Have you ever felt this way?  What did you do about it?  Did you have a friend like Rat that helped you feel better?

2)  Why do you think Mrs. Barmy is so mean?  Did something happen to her when she was younger that made her evil?  Or does she just choose to act that way?
3)  If Rat bit you and you shrank like Emmy and Joe, would you choose to stay that way?  What are the benefits of being small?
4)  Emmy’s parents and classmates are put under a spell by the potions Mrs. Barmy gives to them.  What are some things in real life that cause people to be “put under a spell” and forget about the things that are most important?
5)  What do you think about Endear Mouse?  Even though Ender Mouse could help Emmy solve her problems, why do you think Emmy never used her?  Was this a hard decision for Emmy to make?  Why or Why not?

WEBSITES:

Macmillan’s Teacher Guide for Emmy and the Incredible Shrinking Rat
http://media.us.macmillan.com/teachersguides/9780312384609TG.pdf
This website is the official Teacher’s Guide from the publisher.  It includes activities and discussion questions.

Discussion Guide
http://www.thefriends.org/_downloads/Emmy%20and%20Shrinking%20Rat%20reading%20guide.pdf
A list of discussion questions developed by the Minnesota Book Awards/Friends of the St. Paul Public Library
Nancy Keane’s Booktalk
http://www.nancykeane.com/booktalks/mp3/jonell_emmy.mp3
This is an MP3 version of Keane’s booktalk that can be played in class.

RatSpeak
http://www.wayzata.k12.mn.us/ratspeak/
Raston Rat’s Blog.

Rats as Pets
http://exoticpets.about.com/cs/careofrats/a/ratsaspets.htm
About.com’s Rats as Pets Page.

Drawings That Move
http://home.att.net/~RTRUSCIO/DRAWMOVE.htm
A website that illustrates how to create flipbook drawings.
Lynne Jonell’s Speaking at Schools
http://www.lynnejonell.com/speaking/speak1.html
Explanation of her presentations and contact information for bookings

Aesop for Children eBook
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/19994#Page_11
An eBook of fables, available for free download.
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