CONCEPTS

International Baccalaureate




Prepare for today’s lesson...

1. Take out a pencil or pen and a sheet of paper.

2. At the top of the paper please write the following:
- your first and last name
- your home base teacher
- your advisory teacher

3. Puton your thinking cap!
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You have already learned about the
global contexts...Do you remember
what they are and what they mean?

Warm Up Warm Up jome s T
Advisory Teac her

On your paper, write “Warm Up” and 1.

under that number 1-6 as shown at 2.

the right—> 5

Now, list as many of the 6 global
contexts that you remember and
what they mean. 5




Did you get them all? If not, here
they are. Write them down.

1. Identities and Relationships: Exploring identities and relationships allows you to
make discoveries about yourself and build confidence for success in any situation.

2. Personal and Cultural Identity: It helps explain how the changes fit in a bigger
picture, both globally and personally.

3. Orientations in Space and Time: This global context is about creativity and forms of
expression. It is also about seeing things from different points of view.

4. Scientific and Technical Innovation: Scientific inquiry into the natural world helps
you understand your world and the impact you have on it.

5. Fairness and Development: This global context addresses the nature of conflict and
peace and how they both relate to the issue of fairness and sustainability.

6. Globalization and Sustainability: This global context is about how connected we are
worldwide, how we make decisions about global issues and how we can act in a
responsible way to make the world a better place.



OK, 1t 1s time to learn about
today’s topic— CONCEPTS!
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What 1s a “CONCEPT”?

—They are the BIG IDEAS behind what
you are learning.

—They help you organize facts and
information that you learn so you can
remember them more easily.



Consider the concept of
SYSTEMS...

— You will learn about all kinds of systems in school,
and have probably already over the years!

— For example, in math you will soon learn about,
or may remember already learning about, the real
number system. [It includes Natural Numbers,
Whole Numbers, Integers, Rational, and Irrational
Numbers.]



Let’s look at some other

SYSTEMS.. T

science
Gove}fir;igi;lts in _ SY ST E M S _l-b

The water
cycle in
geography

Circulatory
system in
health or PE




How do CONCEPTS help?

—You can keep all the information that
shares the concept of systems together
in one “mental folder.”

— Concepts are always three things:
universal, timeless, and abstract.



CONCEPTS are

— Universal: Understood and used by everyone,
everywhere

— Concepts go across all subjects and are therefore
8l considered universal (like “systems” can be found in
math, science, health, etc...)

— Benefits of being universal: You have a shared
understanding of a concept with almost everyone- no
matter where you are!



Time to REFLECT

| — Under where you wrote your warm up, write the title
“Reflection Questions.”

— Answer the reflection questions on the upcoming slides
thoughtfully. There are a total of 7 questions you will
answer during this lesson. Do not number them in
advance in case you need extra space as you work.

- — As always, write in complete sentences.



Reflection Questions

1. What is a concept in your own words?

2. What are the characteristics of
concepts? (Or what is unique about
concepts?)




Reflection Questions,
continued...

3. One of the KEY CONCEPTS in the IB Middle Years Programme
(MYP) is CHANGE. For each subject below, give one example of
how the concept of change applies. The first one is done for you as
an example.

EX) Physical and health education: Changing your running technique can improve your performance.

a) Individuals and Societies

b) Language Acquisition

c) Mathematics

d) Sciences

e) Visual Arts



CONCEPTS are

— The world we live in changes all the time and very
quickly. Almost daily new ideas, new products and new
systems appear.

— The things we used last year may no longer be up-to-
date today, like a computer game or cell phone.

— This is what makes CONCEPTS special. They are as useful
TODAY as they were YESTERDAY or will be TOMORROW!




Reflection Questions,
continued...

4. Look at the words below. Decide which ones are TIMELESS (and are therefore
CONCEPTS) and which ones do not meet the definition. Then, make a table
on your paper and write them in the appropriate columns.

' Reflection Questions
1.

Symbols Shakespeare Industry

2.
Poverty Internet Relationships |

3.
Culture Television Function |

4. Concepts NOT Concepts

Climate Change




CONCEPTS are Abstract

— |f we look at language, the nouns /ove and hate
are abstract, but ball and hat aren’t. We can see
and touch a ball and a hat, but can’t touch love or

hate.
— That is because they are CONCEPTS. They do not

exist physically, they only exist in the idea we
have of them.




Visual Arts class and the concept
of Abstract

— In visual arts with Ms. Czerwinski you may have learned
about some abstract artists such as Pablo Picasso, Henri
Matisse, and Edvard Munch who painted The Scream.




Edvard Munch’s
The Scream

Look carefully at the painting.
What makes it abstract?

For one, the artist is not
being entirely realistic or
literal. You can tell there
is some water, a walkway,
a sky, and a person, but
they are suggested more
than they are real.



Reflection Questions,
continued...

5. Read over the list of nouns below. Make a list of the ones you
think are abstract and give your reasoning as to why you

believe so.
Tree Anger Friendship
Education Pain Peace

Station Progress Beauty



Reflection Questions,
continued...

6. Look at this painting below, by Johan Hoekstra, of the
momma and baby elephant.

Is it realistic or abstract?

Give reasons for your answer.




There are 16 KEY CONCEPTS
in the MYP

— Key concepts can overlap subjects. For
example, you may use “form” in both
mathematics and visual arts classes.

— Look at the chart on the next slide to learn
more about the 16 key concepts.



Key Concepts

ereaflon, meaning mnd perception af

besuty and taste. The study of sesthetics | '

develops skills for the erltlcal
appreclation and analyils of art, culture
snd nfure,

Relationships

Reilsticnibips are the connections snd
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Logic is a method of escning and a
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A concept is a big idea—a principle or conception that
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place in time (Wiggins and McTighe 1998).
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Reflection Questions,
continued...

7. Look at these concepts below. List them on your paper and tell
which school subject you think they go with. (Some relate to
more than one.)

Audience Function
Invention Knowledge
Health Patterns
Trade Space

Movement



Recap of CONCEPTS...

Concepts are:
universal- everyone has a shared understanding of a concept
timeless- they stay valid over time

abstract- they do not exist physically, they only exist in the idea we have of
them

The MYP has 16 key concepts- they allow connections between different
subjects, and some of them are shared among a few subjects.



You are now complete with today’s
lesson. ©

— Read back over your answers to make sure
they are clearly written and in complete
sentences.

— Take this paper with you and turn it in to

your home base teacher to put in your class
file.



Credits

— Information for this slide show was taken from the book Discovering the MYP:
Concepts © 2014.

Coneepts

3

T - .-
i 1
v ]
N :




