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SCHOLARSHIP AND COMMUNITY 

AWARDS BANQUET
                                   May 18, 2016

I believe that within every child resides…

The body of an Olympic Athlete,

The Brain of a Scientist,

The Mind of a Poet,

The Hands of an Artist,

The Ear of a Composer,

The Heart of a Saint.

Never stop believing that your student has…

Unlimited Potential!

                                                          ~ Dr. Robert Melillo
Millennium Biltmore Hotel

Crystal Room

   


	AALA PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
This year’s AALA Scholarship and Community Awards Banquet celebrates everything right about public education!  Our amazing association is coming together for the 34th consecutive year to highlight outstanding Los Angeles Unified School District scholars, their heroic administrators, their families, and corporate and private citizens who allow us to collectively thrive.  

I applaud and congratulate our scholarship recipients for their meritorious achievements and accomplishments.  I am in awe of and grateful for our corps of “Angel Volunteers.”  Their boundless energy, resources, and support of our schools are heartwarming and touching.  I encourage every honoree to remember tonight, to continuously pay-it-forward, and to reenergize our commitment to saving democracy as we know it.

In closing, join me in marking and celebrating AALA’s upcoming and major milestone – our association’s 35th anniversary on July 1, 2016.  My goal is to award an unprecedented 35 scholarships in 2017.  We can do it with your support!





 Juan Alberto Flecha, President





 Associated Administrators of Los Angeles


FRIENDS OF AALA GREETING

 Friends of AALA has worked hard to meet the number and maintain the level of each scholarship we awarded last year.  This year, fundraising has been a challenge.  As always we are so grateful for the outstanding support of our alumni, friends, and corporate partners.  As another year of fundraising approaches, we look forward to continuing our partnership in this very important endeavor.  All of you to whom we owe gratitude realize that the work of Friends of AALA is truly a labor of love.

                                              Dr. Eve Sherman, President, 
                                              Board of Directors, Friends of AALA

PROGRAM
Welcome and Introductions
                                                   Juan A. Flecha, President
Presentation of Administrators of the Year                            Richard Tresler and Gloria Rogers
                                                                                                     California Credit Union

                                                                   DINNER
Presentation of Community Volunteer Awards   Charlotte Lerchenmuller, Consultant
       Leticia Gonzalez
                                             Madison Elementary School                                 
       Margarita Lopez-Garcia                                     Langdon Avenue Elementary School
       Deborah Raasch


                    Huntington Park Elementary School
       Gloria Woo                                                         Gault Street Elementary School
       Cheremoya Foundation                                      Cheremoya Avenue Elementary School

       Comcast NBCUniversal                                     Rio Vista Elementary School

       Primetime Mentors,                                            Daniel Pearl Magnet High School

                 The Sherry Lansing Foundation

       We Care Outreach Ministries,                            Jordan High School

                  Elder Michael Cummings                                   
       YOKA Parent Volunteers                                  Young Oak Kim Academy
Presentation of Scholarship Awards                     Dr. Judith Perez and
                                                                                   Dan Isaacs, Administrators
       Skye Edith Bannister                                          Cortines School of Visual and Performing Arts             

       Sopheara Chan



        Phoenix High School
       Anahi Cornejo                                                    Wilson High School

              

       Ana Cuen



                    South East High School
       Reina Flores                                                       University High School

       Chelsea Gonzalez                                               South Gate High School

       Julie Grassian                                                     San Pedro High School
       Jae Joon “Joshua” Kim                                      North Hollywood High School                                  

       Annie Kokoyan                                                  Sherman Oaks Center for Enriched Studies
       Michael Lopez

                                Harbor Teacher Preparation Academy
       Mynor Martinez


                    Belmont High School
       Angie Maximo

                                Venice High School
       Citlaly Nuñez                                                     South Gate High School
       Markie Price



       San Pedro High School
       Gisselle Ramos                                                  AEE @ Carson High School

       Daisy Sanchez                                                    Belmont High School



       Janet Sanchez                                                     Garfield High School
       Nathalie Sanchez                                                Belmont High School

       Melisa Santizo                                                    Bravo Medical Magnet High School
       Brandon Silva                                                     Manual Arts High School
       Judee Suazo                                                        Dorsey High School

       Raul Anaya Venegas                                          Garfield High School

       Kaci Wakuta                                                       Harbor Teacher Preparation Academy              
       Trae Whyte                                                         King /Drew Magnet HS of Medicine and Science
       Glenda Fuentes
                                             East Valley Skills Center 
President’s Award
Juan A. Flecha
COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER AWARD RECIPIENTS

Leticia Gonzalez
Madison Elementary School
Since 2006, Leticia Gonzalez has amassed 2,500 volunteer hours assisting Madison Elementary School Parent Center and school personnel.  With enthusiasm and dedication, she has volunteered for PTA, Art Programs, Back-to-School, Read Across America, Science Nights, Harvest Festivals, Winter Programs, and Spring Dances.  Serving her community, Leticia helped eligible parents, under the new law passed in January 2015, to apply for a driver's license regardless of immigration status.  Leticia is an exceptional person who is trustworthy, energetic and always eager to help.  Thank you, Leticia, for your service to the school and the community.

Margarita Lopez-Garcia                                            

Langdon Avenue Elementary School

Although Mrs. Lopez-Garcia has no children attending Langdon Avenue Elementary School, she is a dedicated volunteer who provides after-school enrichment activities for the students.  She has taught Ballet Folklorico, organized the school's drill team, and recruited guest readers from local organizations to read to Pre-K and kindergarten students about the importance of drinking water.  Mrs. Lopez-Garcia has organized parent art workshops and assisted the school in obtaining grants from the local Neighborhood Council for school and parent center improvements.  We applaud you, Margarita, for your commitment to serve.

Deborah Raasch


                            

Huntington Park Elementary School
Since 2011, Debi Raasch has organized and promoted an annual day of service bringing over 100 volunteers to paint murals, landscape, level books, and other needed school projects. She recruits sponsors and volunteers and provides snacks and meals for those who volunteer.  She also gathers donations for the Woodcraft Rangers Program.  As a former teacher, Debi volunteers twice a week to work with students on critical early literacy skills and provides hands-on science lessons using the recently planted vegetable garden to teach students valuable gardening and agriculture concepts.  Thank you, Debi, for your service to the school and we are pleased to honor you today.

Gloria Woo                             

Gault Street Elementary School
Mrs. Gloria Woo began her service to Gault Street Elementary School 26 years ago as a library volunteer.  In 2013, the new library was named after Mrs. Woo to acknowledge her dedication and significant contributions to the school. Her love of learning and service to the community has grown into leading the school's Garden Club, as well as leading all campus beautification projects.  Mrs. Woo is a person of character and a positive role model to the students.  Over the years, her giving spirit has touched many children. Thank you, Gloria, for making a difference in the Gault Street Community. 
Cheremoya Foundation 

Cheremoya Avenue Elementary School

Since 2009, the Cheremoya Foundation Booster Club has supported the expansion of the school's enrichment programs and improvement projects that allow our stars to shine in Hollywood.  Active and engaged families working together have obtained for all students dramatic and visual arts programs, technology, a garden project, GATE enrichment classes, an outdoor learning center, physical education, and after-school programs. Interior restoration projects have included classroom and hallway beautification, as well as a cafeteria makeover.  Cheremoya Elementary School is fortunate to have the active and caring presence of the Cheremoya Foundation on campus.

Comcast NBCUniversal  

Rio Vista Elementary School

For over seven years, employees from Comcast NBCUniversal have celebrated Read Across America by reading to the students at Rio Vista Elementary School and by kicking off a month of activities that promote art and literacy for students.  They have sponsored field trips for kindergarten classes to watch live theater performances, provided prizes for top readers in grades 2-5, and led community service events. They have provided computers for classrooms, revitalized the school’s reading garden and edible garden, and have sponsored fitness events. We applaud Comcast NBCUniversal for its dedication to the Rio Vista Elementary school community.

Primetime Mentors, The Sherry Lansing Foundation

Daniel Pearl Magnet High School


Since 2012, Primetime for Schools, through The Sherry Lansing Foundation, has provided retirees and mentors to support juniors and seniors at Daniel Pearl Magnet HS in writing their personal statements for their college applications. The Primetime volunteers have had a significant impact on students' ability to write compelling personal essays because they can quickly establish rapport with the students.  The mentors help them focus on important aspects of their statements that magnify their unique experiences and qualities, which makes them outstanding candidates for universities and colleges.  The mentors come weekly, are well-prepared to work with students, and their generosity of time and personal care has made the difference for many of our students in their college acceptances.  We applaud the Primetime Mentors for their commitment to serve.

We Care Outreach Ministries, Elder Michael Cummings

Jordan High School

Since 2001, Elder Michael Cummings, also known as "Big Mike," has been a violence prevention specialist who uses his leadership skills, personal history, and deep roots in the community to create safe streets for youth and opportunities for families in Watts.  Through his nonprofit, We Care Outreach Ministries, Elder Cummings has worked to increase students' safety at Jordan High School through the Safe Passage Program, walking students to and from school and intervening when gangs try to recruit new members.  He also established the "safe haven" agreement with local businesses to designate places of refuge along the school route for youth in need of protection, medical attention, or police assistance.  Thank you, Elder Cummings, for making a difference in the Watts community.

YOKA Parent Volunteers

Young Oak Kim Academy

Since 2009, the YOKA Volunteers have cultivated a thriving Parent Center that offers many workshops such as ESL, citizenship, computer, domestic violence prevention, health, voter education, and Growth Mindset Education. YOKA Volunteers also monitor the middle school Breakfast in the Classroom program, school uniform compliance, and support newly arriving immigrant families with navigating the public education system.  YOKA Volunteers are assets to the instructional program; they are active in school governance and welcoming immigrant families to the Pico Union-Koreatown community.  We applaud YOKA Volunteers for their service to the school and community.

2016 Scholarship Award Recipients
LAUSD High Schools
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Skye Edith Bannister

Cortines School of Visual and Performing Arts
College Choice:  Regents University London
Major:  International Relations
Science Club; Dance Council (website manager); National Honor Society; National Society of High School Scholars; Dance Company (Core Member); College Ambassadors Program; Math Club; Aliso Pico Dance Teacher Assistant/Choreographer; All That Dance Assistant; Los Angeles Animal Shelter; QuestBridge Scholar; Dance Academy Leadership Award; Oxbridge Academic Program:  Oxbridge St. Andrews, Scotland; AP Scholar Award

“Whether the circumstances of my life have been good or bad I have always dreamed big” are the words of Skye Bannister, a truly talented and creative student whose life has sometimes lacked stability.  Skye brings an innate joy to her work and constantly seeks to improve her artistry as a dancer.  She is magnetic on stage and brings a unique mixture of technique and emotion to her performances.  The epitome of a well-rounded student, Skye shines both artistically and academically, having established a reputation for exemplary classroom work and thriving as a leader among her peers.  Her goal is to work for the UN or a nonprofit organization so that she can create change in the world that brings economic stability to third world countries.  It is clear that Skye will continue to attain significant educational and artistic growth and make many valuable contributions to society in the future.
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         Sopheara Chan

Phoenix High School
College Choice:  Santa Monica College

Major:  Nursing

Volleyball Team – Venice High School (Captain); Phoenix Leadership Committee; Student Trainer, K9 Connection; Youth Worker, West Los Angeles Family Resource Center; Youth Worker, Westchester Senior Citizen Center; Youth Worker, Latino Resource Organization; NKLA (No Kill Los Angeles) Adoption Center (cared for stray/abandoned dogs and cats)

An excellent role model who inspires other students, Sopheara has a commitment to education and community outreach far beyond her age.  She is currently on the Leadership Committee supporting the campus with fundraisers and representing her peers, as well as providing them with assistance in their course work and the use of technology.  Sopheara donates her time at a pet adoption center, where she has learned compassion and a talent for training animals.  Her work in a senior center gave her the opportunity to organize events, developing empathy for people of all ages.  These and many other experiences have helped Sopheara commit to a future of service.  A self-motivated and confident young lady, Sopheara will undoubtedly achieve her hopes and dreams.
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Anahi Cornejo
Wilson High School
College Choice:  University of California, Santa Cruz
 Major:  Electrical Engineering
Outreach Club (Activities Director, Secretary, President); Peer College Counselor; Early Academic Outreach Program; Drama (Play Director); CSULA Upward Bound Program; CSULA Summer Research Program; STEM Mentor; Tree Club; Math Tutor; Instructional Youth Leader (church volunteer); Midnight Mission (volunteer)

A Latina, a scholar, an innovator and an engineer in training is how Anahi describes herself, and founding a nonprofit global organization is what she sees as her future.  While at home, she is the virtual cohead of the house, responsible for cleaning, cooking, and caring for siblings, and while at school, Anahi is an outstanding academic, generous with her time and talent in numerous activities, but particularly as a consummate math tutor and Outreach Club President.  An internship in physics research inspired her to become an engineer. Pairing her love of science with her commitment to community service, Anahi hopes that her goal of founding a nonprofit organization will be a profound benefit for needy students worldwide.  Anahi is dedicated, caring and possesses an outstanding character with a determination to succeed that promises a bright future.
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Ana Cuen

                                       South East High School
College Choice:  University of California, Berkeley
Major:  Molecular and Cellular Biology
Technology and Media Magnet (TMM) Council (Secretary, Leader – Membership Program); MESA; Interact Club; Volleyball (JV); Peer College Counselor (Team Leader in developing College Center Website); Quill and Scroll International Society for High School Journalists (member); Junior Varsity Policy Debater; Journalism (Editor-in-Chief of school newspaper website); United by Faith Bible Club (Co-Founder, Vice President);  National Forensic League (member); Los Angeles General Hospital (volunteer); Greenfield Care Center (volunteer); QuestBridge Finalist; AP Scholar with Distinction; Warren Christopher Scholarship

Ana’s diligent work ethic and strong will to succeed, combined with her natural intelligence and curiosity for learning, contribute to her own numerous successes and make her an invaluable asset to those around her.  A willing and eager leader she has taken on major responsibilities in all aspects of her leadership on campus.  Ana is an ardent advocate on behalf of a college-going culture for all students and her work as a College Peer Counselor has played a pivotal role in other students’ academic careers.  Her multiple interests leave her open to many future possibilities and her recent passion for journalism, including written, broadcast, and digital has garnered her both local and regional acclaim.  Ana’s remarkable achievements are but a preview of successes yet to come.
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                                                  Reina Flores
    University High School
  College Choice: University of California, Los Angeles
Major:  Bio-Psychology
Circle of Friends Club (Founder, President – providing activities for special needs students and regular students to interact); Leadership (Head of Community Service Committee); Cheerleader (Varsity); Latino Student Union; Uni High Student Ambassador; Positive Behavior Support Team; Juniors and Seniors of University High Mentoring Club (Social Media Executive); Cedars-Sinai Medical Center (volunteer); UCLA Ronald Reagan Medical Center (volunteer); Children Youth & Family Collaborative (volunteer); First to Serve (serving homeless veterans); AP Scholar with Honor; Cedars-Sinai Teen Advisory Board Delegate 

As someone who clearly cares deeply about those around her, Reina understands that what is learned in the classroom must be applied to the real world.  Her academic ability is matched by her extraordinary leadership skills, as exemplified by her work as founder and current president of the Circle of Friends Club.  This club connects special needs and traditional students by bringing them together to complete art projects and other activities. This endeavor has greatly improved the positive, inclusive atmosphere on campus. Reina’s compassion for others is clearly demonstrated through her volunteer work at both UCLA Ronald Reagan Medical Center and Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, where she became a shift mentor, responsible for training a team of 40 volunteers.  Reina has discovered her passion for helping sick children and looks forward to a career in pediatric medicine.  With such dedication to community service and enthusiasm for education, Reina is sure to achieve her goals.                                 
                         Jack Moscowitz Memorial Scholarship
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Chelsea Gonzalez
South Gate High School
College Choice: University of California, Berkeley
 Major: Political Science
Debate Team (Secretary); Mock Trial (Co-Founder, President); Yearbook (section editor); Tennis (JV); Students Run LA; Interact Club; Key Club: Sierra Club; Peer Mentor; Ram Society (Secretary); Peer College Counselor; UCLA Early Academic Outreach Program; Educational Talent Search; Tutor; LA District Attorney Intern; National Honor Society; Chicano Youth Leadership; ETS Leadership Expedition; Valedictorian 

A conscientious, profoundly dedicated, and compassionate young lady, Chelsea has used her extraordinary academic success to improve the world around her with integrity and with empathy for those less fortunate.   Chelsea is an active member of several clubs that focus on community service, such as Interact Club and Peer Mentors, maintains a 4.325 GPA, and all while handling her numerous responsibilities at home.  An internship in the Los Angeles District Attorney’s office has focused her resolve to become an attorney in an effort to find justice for those who have been wronged, and to become a woman in her community to whom others can look for guidance and assistance.  Chelsea’s unwavering drive to meet and overcome the negative influences in her life confirms no doubt about her success in college and her future endeavors.  

[image: image7.png]



Julie Grassian
San Pedro High School
College Choice:  University of California, Los Angeles
Major:  Human Biology
Leadership (ASB Treasurer, Activities Commissioner); Soccer (Captain); Track and Field (Relay Captain); Cross Country; Environmental Impact Assessment; Science Bowl; Boys and Girls Club; Los Angeles Biomedical Summer Fellowship; White Point Elementary School (volunteer); Relay for Life (volunteer); Harbor Interfaith (volunteer); ILWU Feed the Community (volunteer); California Scholarship Federation (Gold Seal Bearer); Scholar-Athlete Award

Julie is a young woman of high moral character and steadfast integrity.  The loss of both parents at a young age motivated Julie to become a self-starter and her resilience and strength of character have given her a tenacity that she brings to all of her endeavors.  While Julie has maintained a rigorous academic course of study, she has found time to participate in extracurricular activities, including sports, student government, and community service.  Julie applied for and was accepted into the highly competitive internship program sponsored by the Los Angeles Biomedical Research Institute, an opportunity that gave her invaluable insight into research skills in preparation for her future career in the medical field.  Julie’s energy, diligence, and dedication will ensure her personal success and her many valuable contributions to society in the future. 
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Jae Joon “Joshua” Kim
North Hollywood High School
College Choice:  Carnegie Mellon University
Major:  Physics

Science Bowl (Captain); Math Club (Captain); Science Olympiad; Cyber Patriot; Quiz Bowl; North Hollywood HS Chamber Orchestra (Cellist); Bliss Youth Chamber Orchestra (Captain, 1st Chair Cellist); Love-in-Music (volunteer); Colfax (ES) SciOly Coach Club – Outreach Science Teaching (volunteer); Senior Center (volunteer); QuestBridge Scholar; President’s Volunteer Service Award; National AP Scholar; AP Scholar with Distinction; Hitachi Foundation Scholar; LADWP Science Bowl Regional Championship Team (two years)

While life has not always been easy for Joshua and his family, he has learned to tackle daunting situations and overcome seemingly impossible setbacks.  “Being able to create a community service venture with my hobby and thriving in a challenging academic environment has helped define who I am and will influence what I do in the future….” This is how Joshua explains what can only be described as a brilliant academic high school experience and a young life committed to the joy and welfare of others.  Although the many disciplines of science are the focus of Joshua’s academic interests and successes, it was his first visit to a homeless shelter to play the cello with a friend that is an example of his seminal talent for motivating and engaging his peers.  From this beginning, two young people became a twenty-person youth orchestra under his leadership, spending an hour on Saturdays entertaining 200 men and women at a homeless shelter.  A self-motivated, charismatic, and confident young man, Joshua will undoubtedly achieve his hopes and dreams.

                       Dr. Judith Perez Scholarship
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Annie Kokoyan
Sherman Oaks Center for Enriched Studies
College Choice:  University of California, Los Angeles
Major:  Psychobiology
California Scholarship Federation; Catholic Club; Pen Pal Club (President); Sherman Oaks School Tutor; Crystal Home Health Care (volunteer); Teens Stand Together (promote antibullying); Los Angeles Jewish Home; Committee for Armenian Students in Public Schools (CASPS) Academic Award; Pierce College Scholar; Khanamirian Dance Honor

With the gift of persistence and a willingness to meet challenges head on, Annie understands that being successful requires dedication and devotion.  Just as important is Annie’s awareness of and concern for others, gladly mentoring younger students.  Annie wants to motivate and help students who feel disadvantaged and may be struggling alone to manage academics and family life.  She works in a community program that provides such students with guidance toward academic achievement and college planning.  Annie hopes that these students feel empowered in their situations to not only help their families, but also believe in a better future for themselves.  With such passion and willingness to help others, Annie is sure to achieve her goals in life.
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Michael Lopez
Harbor Teacher Preparation Academy
College Choice:  University of California, San Diego 

Major:  Chemical Engineering
Key Club; Rotary Interact Club; Christian Club; Musicians United (Vice President – plays multiple instruments but passionate about the guitar); El Camino Family Dentistry (volunteer); High Honor Roll; AP Scholar Award; Harbor College Scholar

Michael is dedicated and committed to his education with a strong desire to pursue his passion for chemical engineering.  His mastery of mathematics motivates him to tutor others, but also to work with classmates both within and out of class in collaborating and problem solving.  Michael balances his life by focusing on music, playing a number of instruments and composing music, with guitar being his favorite musical instrument.  In addition, Michael is also part of a number of clubs whose members volunteer their time on and off campus.  Exceptional academic talent, generosity, and determination ensure that Michael will have a noteworthy impact on the world around him.
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Mynor Martinez
Belmont High School
College Choice:  University of California, Berkeley
Major:  Integrative Biology
Baseball (Captain); Soccer; Cross Country; Track and Field; Club 2k16 (Treasurer); Student Site Council (Chairperson; Parliamentarian); College Club; College Club Summit; Senior Cabinet; MESA; Casa de Conquista; Project: Sentinel Pride (aid special needs students); Alpha & Omega (Treasurer); Outstanding Athlete; Academic Excellence Award

Mature, resolute, and a goal-oriented student with an indomitable spirit, Mynor is exceptional, personally, academically, and socially.  He has faced many obstacles in his short life but remains optimistic and more determined than ever to pursue higher education.  The difficult experiences of family members inspired Mynor to pursue a career as a trauma surgeon and one who understands both psychological and physical trauma. As a student, Mynor is passionate and reflective, demonstrating a sophisticated and analytical mind.  He is fully invested in his school, interested in the politics and decision-making process that dictates his education and that of his peers.  His ardor, enthusiasm, and rigorous work ethic are inspiring and foretell the accomplishment of a remarkable future.
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Angie Maximo
Venice High School
College Choice:  San Francisco State University
Major:  Business Administration
Leadership (ASB Vice President, Board District 4 Student Advisory Council); Varsity Dance Team (Captain); JV Soccer; Track & Field; School Band; All-City Honor Marching Band; M.E.Ch.A (Co-Chair); Chatelaines & Esquires (service clubs); Senior Class Committee; Parent Center (volunteer); Spring Musical (Dance Captain); Homecoming Queen 2015

Angie is a multitalented teenager who exudes youthful enthusiasm but with the maturity of a young woman who presents a smart, positive, and respectful demeanor in every situation.   A remarkable leader, Angie is the liaison between students and administration, and on a daily basis meets one-on-one with the principal, assistant principals, or the school’s business manager.  She speaks calmly and intelligently, pitches ideas, argues for new programs, and takes responsibility for and signs off on business documents that impact ASB programs.  She gives of herself for the betterment of the entire student body and does so selflessly.  Angie’s dream is to own her own successful business and her personal experiences have undoubtedly contributed to the eventual achievement of this goal.  Her already remarkable achievements are a preview of her success yet to come.
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Citlaly Nuñez
South Gate High School
College Choice: University of California, Los Angeles
Major:  Political Science
Leadership (Finance Commissioner); Interact Club; Key Club; Sierra Club; Debate Team; Peer Tutor; Peer College Counselor; San Gabriel Elementary School (volunteer); Greenfield Care Center (convalescent home volunteer); Chicano Youth Leadership Conference; Rotary Youth Leadership Assembly; Ram Pride Award (math); LA Metropolitan Debate League (semifinalist)

There have been a number of very challenging circumstances in her life that have made Citlaly a determined and dedicated daughter and student.  “My will to succeed in life was bigger than any obstacle that came my way,” she said.  A rigorous course schedule, numerous extracurricular activities, and caring for siblings are all a part of Citlaly’s life that she lives with quiet resolve, learning to make the best of everything. Citlaly has been inspired by life lessons to become an immigration lawyer, helping people living in fear of deportation and representing them so that they no longer live in fear of one day being separated from their families. Citlaly possesses an outstanding character with a persistence to succeed that promises a bright future.
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Markie Price
San Pedro High School
College Choice:  University of California, Los Angeles
Major:  Undeclared Social Sciences  

Youth and Government Model Legislature & Court (various leadership positions); Gender Equity Club (Co-President); Link Crew (Leader); Meditation Club; Coding Club; JV Swim Team; Youth and Government Mock Trial Showcase (Manager); Cabrillo Marine Aquarium Beach Cleanup; Conquer the Bridge (volunteer); Camp Counselor; AP Scholar Award; California Scholarship Federation; Women’s Leadership Conference (selected to attend); Boys and Girls Club College Bound

Markie is a successful and intelligent young woman who enriches the environment in which she works.  As an academic, she has a fine mind, demonstrating laser-focused engagement in the classroom with an eagerness to learn as much as possible.  This same dedication is apparent in her work as a Link Leader, an organization responsible for ensuring a smooth transition for 9th graders into high school.  While this group fosters a culture of respect and acceptance on campus, it is Markie’s work with the YMCA’s Youth and Government program that taught her the need for present day solutions to historic problems and thus to become an agent of social change.  With innate talent and recognition of the need for active social justice, it is clear that Markie will make many valuable contributions to the welfare of the world and its citizens.
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Gisselle Ramos
Academy of Education and Empowerment, Carson High School
College Choice:  University of California, Los Angeles 
Major:  Sociology 
Peer College Counselor; Human Rights Watch Student Task Force (Co-President); Volunteer Chapter Youth Coalition (President); AEE Green Team; California Scholarship Federation; Cooking Club; AP Scholar Award; UCLA Academic Outreach Program; Educational Talent Search; Boys and Girls Club College Bound; TODOS Toyota Mentoring Program; Harbor College Scholar

A truly exemplary student, Gisselle has had both academic and social success but remains unpretentious and selfless.  She easily balances challenging classes and volunteering in the community with her family life.  In taking a number of classes at the college level, Gisselle has learned the importance of social justice.  She has devoted hours to creating awareness of suffering around the world, and seeking solutions to these social issues, especially as they affect the lives of children.  Her participation in many organizations has given Gisselle the opportunity to share an appreciation for the comfort of American lives and thus a sense of responsibility to advocate for the rights of others. Gisselle exemplifies the meaning of selflessness, empathy, and determination and is sure to have a profound impact on society.






Jack H. Silas Social Justice Scholarship 
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Daisy Sanchez
Belmont High School
College Choice:  University of California, Berkeley
Major:  Sociology
Track and Field; Cross Country; Boxing (El Centro del Pueblo Youth Center); College Club (President); Alpha and Omega (Treasurer); College Summit (Peer Leader); National Honor Society; Project Sentinel Pride (aid special needs students); LA Marathon (volunteer); Rock ‘n’ Roll Marathon (volunteer); St. Vincent Meals on Wheels (volunteer); Immaculate Conception Church (volunteer); Scholar Athlete Award; Nominee for UC Berkeley Recruitment Program

A leader, a competitor, a top student, an outstanding athlete, a trusting friend, and highly respected by her peers and the faculty, Daisy is remarkable in many ways.  Her focus on academics signifies a high level of maturity, and her determination and persistence is unparalleled by anyone in an exceptionally strong senior class.  Daisy’s single-mindedness reflects a decision she made early in her high school years that education is a powerful weapon in the battle to change the world.  Daisy sees many of her capable peers needlessly following a path into a cycle of poverty and hopelessness; thus her goal is to pursue a career in which she can assist low-income students in their pursuit of higher education.  With such talent, passion, and dedication, Daisy will have a truly significant impact on society.
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Janet Sanchez
Garfield High School
College Choice:  Middlebury College
Major: Biology  

Cross Country; Track and Field; Students Run LA; Robotics Club; Girl Up (provides support for women in third world countries to receive an education); Interact Club; Recycling Club; History Club; Library Club; Boys and Girls Club; Canned Food Drive (volunteer); Atlantic Park Toy Drive (volunteer); Los Angeles Marathon Expo (volunteer); Read for Kids (volunteer at elementary school); University Preparatory Program (fundraiser); Academician Award; Wesley University Book Award; Scholar Athlete Award (Track and Field); CSULA Upward Bound Program; AP Scholar Award; Valedictorian

Janet has the kind of drive and dedication that motivates excellence in her studies, earning the right to be the valedictorian of her class.  Above and beyond her academic prowess, Janet has a generous and winning personality and students gravitate to her because she radiates confidence.  She has a kind and generous heart that has led her to participate in many charitable events on and off campus and as a vital and gifted member of the track team.  Janet’s goal is to pursue a career in the medical field with the desire to find cures for diseases that needlessly end too many young lives.  Janet’s innate talent and tenacity herald a bright future for this young woman.
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Nathalie Sanchez
Belmont High School
College Choice:  University of California, Los Angeles  

Major:  Pre-Business

,



Leadership (Vice President, President); Volleyball (Varsity Captain); Softball (JV Captain); College Club; USC Upward Bound Math and Science; Fresh Empire (volunteer); American Red Cross (volunteer); Caretaker (child); Posse Finalist; Women in Entertainment; Scholar Athlete Award

An exceptionally diligent, responsible, and proactive student, Nathalie understands the importance and logic of challenging herself rather than competing against other students.  She has remarkable success both in and out of the classroom.  She is a leader in nearly every sport or organization to which she belongs and this year is the Student Body President.  Her experience with Women in Entertainment exposed her to many career options.  Inspired by a yearlong program mentor, Nathalie found her enthusiasm for business and accounting.  Nathalie is very self-confident and has a firm idea of who she is and who she wants to be in the future. She acknowledges her sense of duty to return to her community with these words, “…to be the example and role model for the many new generations whose shoes I once filled.”  It is evident that Nathalie is ready to pursue her academic goals in college and is eager to embrace her path to the exceptional success that surely awaits her.





          Conchita Puncel Memorial Scholarship
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Melisa Santizo
Bravo Medical Magnet High School
College Choice:  Harvard University
Major:  Engineering
Track & Field/Cross Country Team (Varsity); Peer College Counselor; AP Academic Tutor; Minds Matter for Los Angeles; Theatre Ensemble (Stage Crew); Tutor (student with disabilities); Girls on the Run Los Angeles (Junior Coach); Echo Park Library (Teen Volunteer and Program Aide); AP Scholar with Honors; Bravo Regional Science Olympiad (Team 1st Place); QuestBridge Finalist; Athlete Scholar; Varsity Award (Track & Field/Cross Country)

Melisa demonstrates remarkable intellectual talent while seeking academically challenging and enriching opportunities. She exemplifies students who create a positive culture on campus with a tireless generosity of spirit and action.  It was through summer programs that she was first exposed to the world of engineering.  Not wanting to be an exception in her community, Melisa concentrated on helping other students understand the value of going to college.  Realizing that education and a strong support system were integral to girls’ success, Melisa recruited for Minds Matter, an organization focused on giving low-income students the resources needed to successfully attend college.  With such extraordinary talent and dedication to the creation of stronger communities, Melisa will continue to achieve great things in her future.
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Brandon Silva
Manual Arts High School
College Choice:  University of California, Los Angeles 

Major:  Neuroscience
Academic Decathlon; Badger Bots Robotics; Magnet Senate; Break Dance; Posse finalist; Tutor (Chemistry and Biology); Food Justice Council; USC Young Research Program; Saint Michael’s Church (volunteer); Manual Arts Garden Beautification; Manual Arts Chinese New Year Festival

Brandon is a very mature young man with a great deal of potential for future success.  The motivation that he has for learning is inspiring and he sets a great example for his peers.  Brandon takes pride in his school and is an active and integral participant in school activities.  He has a special interest in the devastating effects of Alzheimer’s.  This prompted him to participate in the USC Young Research Program where he assisted in scientific research on Alzheimer’s disease.  Brandon has a great deal of motivation to succeed in life, setting his goals and working diligently to complete them.  Such personal and academic tenacity will surely lead Brandon to the accomplishment of his career goals.

[image: image21.jpg]



Judee Suazo
Dorsey High School
College Choice:  Clark Atlanta University
 Major:  Psychology
Basketball (Varsity Captain); Trio Program (mentoring); SOAR for Youth Foundation (organization that mentors foster youth)
“I have goals and dreams for myself.  I am beating the foster system by going to college.  I refuse to let my life circumstances own me because I know now that I am the one in charge of my future.” Overcoming numerous obstacles and the hardships of continuous displacement in the foster care system, Judee has become self-motivated, resilient, and perseveres in maintaining academic achievements.  She also excels beyond the classroom as captain of the basketball team and volunteers for community service with the SOAR for Youth Foundation, an organization that mentors foster youth from 7th through 12th grades.  Her goal is to become an attorney, to advocate for and help keep other youth safe in environments free of crime and violence in the family. Judee is already an accomplished young woman with notable successes yet to come.
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Raul Anaya Venegas
Garfield High School
College Choice: University of California, San Diego 
Major:  Mathematics 

Track and Field (Varsity Captain); University Preparatory Program Counsel; Leadership (Student Council member); Girl Up (provides support for women in third world countries to receive an education); Boys and Girls Club (volunteer); Tutor (math); Off-Season Coach for Track and Field Athletes; Library Toy Drive (volunteer); Elder Care Provider (volunteer); AP Scholar Award; Nominee for UC Berkeley’s Recruitment Program  

Raul has a demonstrated commitment to his education and thus excels academically.  He fully understands the opportunities that await him with a college education, opportunities that will benefit his community as well as himself.  In addition to his outstanding academic record, Raul is captain of the track and field team, a student council member, and a volunteer at the local Boys and Girls Club.  Through these extracurricular activities, Raul has developed a strong sense of personal responsibility and independence.  These traits are highly evident in the classroom where his strong work ethic and collaborative relationship with both students and teachers have propelled him to the top of his class.  Raul’s determination and dedication assure that he will make many valuable contributions to society in the future.
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                                                      Kaci Wakuta
                                    Harbor Teacher Preparation Academy
College Choice:  California State University, Fullerton
Major:  Child Development
Yearbook (Editor); Journalism; Key Club; Middle College National Consortium; Gardena Valley Baptist Church (extensive volunteer work); United Friends of the Children; Tree People Service Project; Dog Walker 

An exceptional student, hard working, driven, and motivated, Kaci is capable of managing the demands of a rigorous academic schedule with being personally involved in a number of clubs.  She mentors and tutors underclassmen, is the yearbook editor, and is an active participant in the school’s Middle College National Consortium student conference.  In spite of a difficult upbringing with abusive biological parents, Kaci has become a compassionate and caring leader, a role model for other young girls at school.  Her interest in pursuing elementary education was sparked by a loving first grade teacher.  Kaci’s goal is to become like that teacher, loving, encouraging, and invested in the lives of her students.  Her intelligence, work ethic, and enthusiastic personality will undoubtedly lead her to great success in the future.





         Zelda Fisher Memorial Scholarship 
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Trae Whyte

King/Drew Medical Magnet High School of Medicine and Science
College Choice:  University of California, San Diego
Major:  Environmental Systems 
Biotechnology Club (Co-Founder, Vice President); Recycle for Change Club (Founder, President); Alpha Esquires Mentorship Program (Vice President, President); Peer College Counselor; Student Ambassador (Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership Seminar); Abstinence Club (Treasurer); STEP-UP Program (student researcher); AEG Entertainment (intern); President’s Volunteer Service Award

An especially memorable student, Trae has a gentle spirit, tenacious drive, steadfast focus, and unassuming brilliance. His plethora of academic and personal interests and outstanding knowledge have earned him tremendous respect among his peers and the faculty.  Because of his reputation for solving problems, he frequently is called upon to mediate conflicts between students and is the ultimate motivator to persuade them to change their paths to embrace more positive outcomes in their lives.  Trae realizes the importance of a solid education; he defies all myths that permeate young black males in the inner city, and genuinely wants others to do well, too.  It is not surprising then that Trae’s ultimate goal is to “…do something meaningful for the planet.”  This passion for environmental science is combined with a love of writing and stems from childhood experiences in Jamaica where years of severe drought led to devastating living conditions.  Highly intelligent, compassionate, and personally resilient, Trae is a young man with remarkable triumphs yet to come.




                 Dr. William J. Johnston Leadership Scholarship 

Community Adult School

[image: image25.png]



Glenda Fuentes

East Valley Skills Center
College Choice: Los Angeles Valley College
 Major:  Nursing
All Saints Health Care of North Hollywood (volunteer); Windsor Gardens Health Care Center of the Valley (volunteer); Chase Street Elementary School (volunteer); Chase Early Education Center (volunteer)

Glenda is an extremely motivated and outstanding student whose goal is to become a registered nurse and continue her already exceptional work in the field of health care.  Glenda, herself a mother of two children, volunteers countless hours at Chase Early Education Center reading to the children and helping teachers with their lessons.  She also donates her time and caring at a local hospital helping to feed and care for patients and goes to the mission to assist in feeding the homeless.  As a mother of two, she is an excellent role model for her children, never giving up her goals even in the face of serious health problems.  Glenda is a devoted student who is deserving of recognition for her focused pursuit of higher education that will enable her to make a powerful impact on her family and the world around her.
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2015 – 2016 Executive Board
Juan A. Flecha
President

Adult Department

                 Martha Peralta
Vice President

                 Anna Elsa Madrid
Director

                 Juan Urdiales
Director

              Elementary Department

Nery Paiz
Vice President

Tracie Bryant
Director

Richard Guillen
Director

Secondary Department
 

Margaret Prietto
Vice President

Harold Boger
Director

Dr. Alex Placencio
Director

Supervisory Department

   Kevin Kilpartick
Vice President

   Dr. Debbie Dillard
Director

   Dr. Victor Gonzalez
Director

    Euna Anderson, Early Education                       Ex Officio

Unit J, Classified Department

John Gilbert 
Vice President

   Ken Devine
Director

   Steven Johnson
Director 

AALA 2016 ADMINISTRATORS OF THE YEAR

The five honorees listed below were selected by a committee of their peers. The recipients have received a $500 stipend they will in turn donate to their favorite student program or educational activity.  The stipend is made possible through the generosity of the California Credit Union.

Adult Department

Dr. Clifton de Cordoba, Principal, Evans Service Area

Having had a distinguished career as an ESL instructor, he continuously promotes the importance of cultural proficiency. Learning a common language is the key to inclusion and acceptance to best serve the adult schools of the District.  Dr. de Cordoba is the President of the Adult School Principals Organization, and an active AALA member on many fronts.

Elementary Department

Bradley J. Rumble, Principal, Esperanza Elementary School

Mr. Rumble is an excellent example of bringing the world and key partners to the school’s doorstep:  Dream a World Foundation, UCLA Community Partners, Colburn School of Music, LAPD Equestrian Unit, Rancho Santa Ana, the Getty Museum, and the Audubon Society to name a few.  He also passionately educates administrators on the importance of making smart financial now choices to enjoy a worry-free retirement later.

Secondary Department

John Lawler, Principal, Chavez Learning Academy – ArTES (Arts/Theatre/Entertainment Magnet)

Mr. Lawler is one of the founders of Cesar Chavez – ArTES.  He was the driving force behind the design team, opened the school, and remains steadfast and committed to the vision of an outstanding arts education for every student.  Mr. Lawler has a deep commitment to his students and their families, and works tirelessly to ensure all students thrive, feel nurtured, and safe at ArTES. 

Supervisory Department

Ileana M. Dávalos, Director, Professional Learning and Leadership Development Branch

Ms. Dávalos was instrumental in establishing the Los Angeles Administrative Services Credential Program, a new, no cost, vehicle for District administrators to clear their administrative credentials. Currently, 180 administrators are enrolled. Ms. Dávalos is known for promoting a culture of professionalism, inclusivity, placing a high value on positive and professional networking, and is closely collaborating with AALA to provide valuable and job-embedded professional development opportunities to our members. The PD opportunities have proven popular and have filled to capacity within 24-hours of being announced!

Unit J

David Glosser, Complex Project Manager, FSD (Facilities Services Division)/Maintenance and Operations –  

Central

Today’s recognition re-emphasizes Mr. Glosser’s role in support of the LAUSD Homeless Education Program, his leadership and commitment to the District’s mission and vision, and his service as a Complex Project Manager for the past 12 years.  Mr. Glosser’s leadership is by example for all colleagues, which is through consistency, fairness, humor, and going above and beyond his duties and responsibilities.
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Scholarship Awards Selection Committee

    Susan Allen        
 Associate Member, Supervisory Department       

    Euna Anderson      
 AALA Executive Board, Ex Officio, Supervisory Department  
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    Pam Donesley                   
 Associate Member, Secondary Department

    John Gilbert                     
 AALA Vice President, Unit J, Classified Department

    Cindy Gladstone                
 Associate Member, Secondary Department

    Richard Guillen                 
 AALA Director, Elementary Department
    Dr. Janet Lew                  
 Associate Member, Secondary Department

    Anna Elsa Madrid           
 AALA Director, Adult Department

    Brenda Morton                 
 Associate Member, Secondary Department

    Judi O’Sullivan
 Associate Member, Secondary Department

    Dr. Michael O’Sullivan     
 AALA Field Representative

    Dr. Judith Perez
 AALA Administrator
    Henry Ronquillo       
 Friends of AALA Board of Directors

    Al Roque
 Associate Member, Supervisory Department

    Dr.  Eve Sherman                     President, Friends of AALA Board of Directors
    Dr. Angie Stockwell                 Vice President, Friends of AALA Board of Directors 

    Juan Urdiales                            AALA Director, Adult Department
Community Volunteer Awards Selection Committee

   Tracie Bryant
 AALA Director, Elementary Department

   Dr. Moohay Choe                      Associate Member, Secondary Department

   Pam Donesley                            Associate Member, Secondary Department 

   Juan A. Flecha                           AALA President 

   Catalina Hwang
 AALA Member, Secondary Department

   Dr. Judith Perez
 AALA Administrator
   Scott Schmerelson                     Board of Education Member, District 3
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                                                           FRIENDS OF AALA 
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Secretary:                 Jane Pollock
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Richard J. Guillen
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Eileen Hatrick

Kathryn Henry
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Marion Hogue

Dan Isaacs

Marcia Jackman

Donnalyn Jaque-Anton

Karen Jaye

Joan Jefferson

Maureen F. Jensen

William Johnston
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Betty and Warren Juhnke
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John F. Kershaw
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Thomas A. Killeen  
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   Robert Kladifko
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   Owen L. Knox
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   Gary Kurdyla

   Michael Kurdyla

   Linda Lane

   Daniel Laner

   Wayne Langham
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   Doris Lasiter

   Alva Lee 

   Candace Lee 

   Elizabeth D. Lem

   Mark Leos
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   Yash and Uma Manchanda

   Nerisa Manimtim

   Delores Manrique

   Mel Mares

   Michael Martin

   Adolph L. Martinez Jr.

   Manuel Martinez

   Lewis McCammon
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Martha Peralta

Dr. Judith Perez

Michael Perez

Ochie Pineda
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   Phyllis Siegel
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   Sheila H. Smith

   Maria Solis

   Penny Sommers
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In Appreciation of Lorraine Bush, Gema Pivaral, Gloria Souquett, and Cathy Vacca

Jane Pollock
In Honor of Dr. Judith Perez 

Joan Blair
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Perpetual Scholarship Plaques

Zelda Fisher Memorial Scholarship

Dr. William J. Johnston Leadership
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Jack Moscowitz Memorial Scholarship
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Jack H. Silas Social Justice Scholarship
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In Memory of Marguerette Smith
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Mr. and Mrs. Richard Ghio

Brenda Jean James

Fulton Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Woodrow Smith Jr.
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AALA STAFF

                       Dan Isaacs                                                     Administrator
                       Dr. Judith Perez                                             Administrator                           
                       Lorraine Bush                                                Office Manager

            Consultants                                                   Field Representative
            Jeri Durham                                                   Michelle Bennett
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Donal McConville
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Office Staff

                        Gema Pivaral                                                  Senior Administrative Assistant
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