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Call for Entries

Arnie Krigel Memorial Sculpture Garden  Calle Guanajuato Stairway

Ashland, OR  January 2009

Overview
The City of Ashland Public Art Commission invites qualified professional artists to submit 3-dimensional works for inclusion in an outdoor sculpture garden.  The two selected works will be installed for a two year period on pedestals adjacent to the staircase above Calle Guanajuato, an important pedestrian walkway adjacent to Lithia Park in downtown Ashland, OR.

The selected pieces will be on loan to the City of Ashland and available for sale to the public should the artist choose.  Artist may provide sales information to the City for posting on the City’s website and monthly newsletter. 

Ashland is located in the picturesque Rogue Valley of Southern Oregon just 15 miles north of the California border.  Ashland is known as an “arts” community boasting numerous art galleries and attracting art-savy visitors both for the performing arts and the visual arts.  This unique opportunity provides a venue for an artist to display their work in a natural setting and provides public art for the enjoyment of Ashland citizens and visitors.
History and Description
Calle Guanajuato is an important pedestrian walkway located behind the Plaza that honors both the natural beauty of Ashland Creek and Ashland’s sister city relationship with Guanajuato, Mexico.
The Arnie Krigel Memorial Sculpture Garden is dedicated to one of Ashland’s first Public Art Commissioners and is adjacent to the Calle Guanajuato stairway which links the pedestrian walkway adjacent to the creek and the neighborhood above the plaza.
The Sculpture Garden includes two pedestals to accommodate sculpture suitable for outdoor display in a wide range of weather conditions.  The Public Art Commission installs new sculptures every two years.

Artists are invited to submit up to three completed works for consideration and may freely employ any materials that will withstand the exposure to weather and vandalism.  This includes metals, stone, glass, ceramic, concrete or any other such material that would be both safe and durable in an outdoor setting.  These pieces will be mounted on concrete pedestals, approximately 30 inches tall on top of which are steel mounting boxes 4 inches in height, 15 ½ X 15 ½ inches.  The design may not include electrical power, pumps, or plumbing for water due to concerns over maintenance and potential for vandalism.  Specific site criteria are included at the end of this document.
Pedestal measurements

20” x 20” x 29.5” high base
18” x 18” top surface mount

7.5” x 7.5” mounting bolts under top surface mount

Theme
Water has played an important role in Ashland’s history, from the location of the first mill beside Ashland Creek, to the discovery of the curative powers of “Lithia Water” that first brought tourists to the town.  Ashland Creek runs through Lithia Park, which replaced the mill and serves as the city’s outdoor “living room,” and behind the businesses on the downtown Plaza, which is the center of the city’s civic life and thriving tourism trade.

The overall theme of the project is ‘water’.  The sculptures should relate to water in some way.  For example the piece might reflect the life giving qualities of water, or perhaps environments that involve water, or the power of water to shape the environment.
Award/Budget

Artist whose work is selected will receive an honorarium of $500 per piece.  Selected sculptures may be available for sale during the installation, but will remain in place for two years.  The Public Art Commission will retain a 10% commission on all sales.  The City of Ashland will pay for shipping of the work to and from Ashland, up to $500 each way including insurance.  Each piece will be insured for the retail value while in possession of the City of Ashland. 
Timeline
February 27  Deadline for submissions to the City of Ashland
April 15  Notification of winning entries

May 15  Selected entries delivered to the City of Ashland

June 5  Dedication

Eligibility

This Call for Entries is open to all professional artists in the following counties: Oregon  Curry, Josephine, Jackson, Klamath, Lake, Coos and Douglas.  California  Del Norte, Siskiyou, Modoc, Lassen, Trinity and Humboldt.

Submissions

All materials must be received by the City of Ashland by 5:00 p.m. on February 27, 2009.  Send submissions to:

Ann Seltzer

City of Ashland, Public Art Commission

20 East Main Street

Ashland, OR 97520

Submission should include the following materials:

1. Contact information including Name, Address, Telephone and Email and the number of years the artist has been working professionally 

2. Labeled CD with digital images, slides or photographs of up to three sculptures for consideration.  Two view of each work is acceptable

3. List corresponding to the images including the following information: artist names, title of the work, date of work, media, dimensions, retail value and number of corresponding images

4. Biographical information

5. A self-addressed stamped envelope if you wish return of your materials.

Selection Committee:

The winning entries will be chosen by a Selection Committee consisting of seven people, including one representative each from the Ashland Parks and Recreation Commission, the Ashland Public Works Department, a local artist, two residents of the nearby neighborhood, a business owner on the Plaza and a member of the community at large.
The jury will select the winning entry based upon the following criteria:

· Overall strength of the design concept

· Response to project theme ‘water’

· Artistic excellence and innovation

· Appropriateness of the artwork to site and audience in terms of scale, form, content and materials

· Durability of artwork relative to theft, vandalism and the environment

· Ease of maintenance
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View from top of staircase.

Lower pedestal

Upper pedestal
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View from top of staircase

Upper pedestal
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View from bottom of staircase
Upper pedestal
Lower pedestal

[image: image5.jpg]



View from bridge to staircase
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