Using BTC to Bring
History to Life through
Primary & Secondary
Sources

“Don’t believe

everything ou
read on
internet ust
because there’s
a picture with a
quote next to it.”

~ Abraham Lincoin

Lauren Leahy
Chandler Unified School District 80
Chandler, AZ



Three Things About Me

1. I've been teaching middle grades for 21+ years. s\

Kow-To b o
MATH PERSON:

2. I'm not a math teacher. Step 1

Do math
(any type)

Step 2:
Be a person

_? scaffoldedmath.com

3. I'believe in teaching students to think.




Why Do Many Students Hate History?
“When it comes down to it, there’s a battle between

W methodsREmethods is losinoRaI&EL

though methods is the more useful of the two — [igls
one that will transform students’ minds from recall to

hat of independence and inquiry} Strauss @017



History taught in school is
BORING.

(sometimes true)

History is NOT BORING.

History
N
School




Why do so many students hate history?





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_lOT2p_FCvA

Why do so many students hate history in schools?

Star Wars: New Hope (textbook edition)

The Galactic Empire had increased its hold on a growing number of
planets; however, the rebels continued to fight. In an effort to reign in
the rebels, the Empire built a space station that could destroy a planet.
In a show of power, the Empire destroyed the planet Alderaan, proving
its strength.

The Empire was planning on destroying more planets, which would
certainly stall any rebel efforts, but during the Battle of Yavin, rebel
pilots found a weakness and the space station was destroyed. This was
a damaging blow to the Empire, and it was a huge boost to the rebel
morale, but the Empire’s growth was merely stalled. -Strauss (2017)




How do you get students to LOVE history?
Get students THINKING.
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Non-Curricular Task: Social Studies Edition!

Intriguing
Times
Images

stripped
of their

captions

= Q WHAT’S GOING ON IN THIS PICTURE?

THE LEARNING NETWORK

Ehe New ork Eimes

What's Going On in This Picture?

Intriguing Times images stripped of their captions — and an invitation to students to discuss

them live.

T X

KIRSTV IILAL FRWNRTH/ASSOCIATEN DRESS

LILA BARTH FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

What'’s Going On in This Picture? |

May 13, 2024

Look closely at this image, stripped of its caption,
and join the moderated conversation about what

How to Teach With
‘What’s Going On in
This Picture?’
Want to use
intriguing
photographs to help
students practice
visual thinking and close reading
skills? This guide can help you
get started.

Se 27, 2 . By
EARNING NETWORK

Introduction to “‘What’s


https://www.nytimes.com/column/learning-whats-going-on-in-this-picture

What do you
notice?

What do you
wonder?




What do you notice?

What do you wonder?

The original
photo caption
reads, “An
orange thrower
from Team
Death taking
aim.”

Full article



https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/21/magazine/battle-oranges-italy.html

Transport yourself..

- You are a 6th grader.

- You have some background
about Ancient Egypt.

- You find writing essays
challenging.




How did the Nile River shape Ancient Egypt?

Use information from the documents provided
to support your position.




How do you get students to LOVE history?
Get students THINKING.

BTC is perfect match with Document Based Questioning (DBQ)

The DBQ Project Method™

The DBQ Project 6-Step Method... builds on students’ curiosity and increases
motivation and confidence to answer a compelling, authentic question.



The DBQ Project’s Core Beliefs

. All students need to learn how to think.
. Learning to think requires practice.

. Clear thinking is hard work.

. Thinking is clarified by writing.

. Thinking is for everyone.

Source:

“Democratizing the DBQ A
System-wide Approach to
Historical Thinking and Writing
in Grades 4-12" by Jackie
Migliori jackie@dbqproject.com




The DBQ Project Method

b Steps of
DBOQ Project
Method




Document A

Source: Map crested fom various sources.

Egypt circa 1500 BCE

Mediterranean Sea /

Document Analysis |

I. The Nile is the world's longest river,
4,160 miles. Consider the southern
boundary of Ancient Egypt to be at
Aswan (the first cataract, or rapids),

About how many miles of the Nile are # 8 LR /,’
actually in Egypt? (\\ Siesl ] ','
f \\

\}aa Fasn \ l‘\
Adtetston
2. Why is the delta region to the north b R

Desert
called “Lower Egypt™?

3. What were the eastern, western and
northern boundaries of Egyptian
settlement?

4. Given the geography of this ares, do you __#_,
think Egypt was vulnerable to foreign

invaders? Expliin your thinking. o
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5. What do you notice about population distribution and settlement location in Ancient Egype?
List three reasons for this.

Document D

Source: Panting fom the 1mb of a tradesman named Secvedjan, who Tvecd Somame betwesn 1307 and 1196 BCE

Note: Haaven In Anclent Egypt was a paradise called the Field of Reeds, shown in this tomb painfing Thos=
whose heart had the correct weight at death coudd a%er & long jourey, live in the Field of Reacs for-
ovor, The Field of Roeds was believed 10 be somewhere in the east, near the riging sun,

Top: Botlom panels: Border and Wididle panets:

— The sun god Aa, travelng across he Oato pafme ane Channels: Harvesting emmer )
sy 1 his boat BaDocns sre shown omnamental plams The Nis Fiver and  whoat; hanvesting fax
worshipping Ra WgRICO CANALE 10 Weirve I linen clom

Document Analysis

1. The middle panels of this tomb painting show the deceased and his wife engaged in vasious activi-
ties. What kind of activities are they?

2. What natural and man-made objects can you identify in the boctom three panels”?
3. What would disappear from this picture of paradise if the Nile weren't presem?

4. Using this document only, explain how the Nike shaped Ancient Egypt.




Image

Comprehension/

Document C

Source: usiraton by Olver Frey In Lhwng in Ancont Egypl Norman Bancrot Hunt, edior, 2008

Note/ caption

Note: The Nie River llows
south 1o north against a
provaling rortherly wind, In
ancient limeas, boats travel
Ing upstream aganst the
current used a sadl or rowers
or bot. Boats traveling down-
stream 1o the north often just
Noated with the help of sleer-
Ing oars. The Nile current was
about four knals (4 mph) during
Nood season. It siowed to &
sluggish ane krot (1 mph)
during the rest of the year

Document Analysis
I What is being transported by the barge (the vessel palled by wghboats)?

An a Iyt i ca I Q uest i ONS 2 Wstis likely being carried by the lurge sailbou?

some way, on the Nile River?

5. How does this document help yoo answer the question: How did the Nile shape Ancient Egype?

3. What direction are the sailboats, barge, and tugs traveling? Explain your reasoning.

rom evidence in the documemt, what are five occupations in Egypt that depended, in




Activity: Assigning the Highly Engaging Thi

1. Create a“task so interesting, people e

cannot resist thinking”: . &\

What do you notice?

nking Task

e -

e

What do you wonder?

1. Move to a VNPS in groups of 3. Try
to team up with people you don't
know.

Source:
lllustration by
Oliver Frey in

Living in Ancient

Egypt, Norman

Bancroft Hunt,
editor, 2009.



Thinking Task: Step 1

What do you notice?

What do you wonder?

Source:
lllustration by
Oliver Frey in
| Living in Ancient
| Egypt, Norman
Bancroft Hunt,
editor, 2009.




Thinking Task: Step 1

Step 1:

What do you notice?

What do you wonder?

Source:
lllustration by
Oliver Frey in

E 3 Living in Ancient o A

Egypt, Norman } 3.00 J

Bancroft Hunt, o ¥
editor, 2009. .



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iHdviZkM7S4

Thinking Task: Step 2

Step 1: What do you notice?
What do you wonder?

Step 2: Read the “Note” about

the image.
i .| Sourcee | 3 |n g DIFFERENT COLOR, add
#= | lllustration by .
| Oliver Frey in to your ideas from Step 1
S Living in . . . .
| Ancient Egypt, considering this new info.
Norman
Bancroft Hunt,
editor, 2009.




Step 2: Adding the Note/ Caption:

The Nile River flows south to north against a prevailing
northerly wind. In ancient times, boats traveling
upstream against the Nile current used a sail or rowers
or both. Boats traveling downstream to the north often
just floated with the help of steering oars. The Nile
current was about four knots (4 mph) during flood
season. It slowed to a sluggish one knot (1 mph) during
the rest of the year.



lllustration by
Oliver Frey in
Living in
Ancient Egypt,
Norman
Bancroft Hunt,
editor, 2009.

Thinking Task: Step 2

Step 1: What do you notice?
What do you wonder?

Step 2: Read the “Note” about

the image.

- In a DIFFERENT COLOR, add
to your ideas from Step 1
considering this new info.


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iHdviZkM7S4

Document C

Source: usiraton by Olver Frey In Lhwng in Ancont Egypl Norman Bancrot Hunt, edior, 2008,

Note: The Nie River llows
south 1o north against a
provaling rortherly wind, in
ancient limes, boats travel-
Ing upstream aganst the Nile
current used a sal of rowers
or both. Boats traveling down-
stream 10 the north often just
Noated with the help of stear-
Ing cars. The Nile current was
about four knats (4 mph) during
Nood season. It siowed o &
shggish ane krot (1 mph)
during the rest of the year

Document Analysis
I What is being transported by the barge (the vessel palled by wghoats)”

2 What is likely being carried by the Jarge sailboa?

3. What direction are the sailboats, barge, and tugs traveling? Explain your reasoning.

4. Drawing from evidence in the document, what ure five occupations in Egypt that depended, in
some way, on the Nile River?

5. How docs this document help yoo answer the question: How did the Nile shape Ancient Egype”?




Document A

Source: Map crested fom various sources.

Egypt circa 1500 BCE

Mediterranean Sea /

Document Analysis |

I. The Nile is the world's longest river,
4,160 miles. Consider the southern
boundary of Ancient Egypt to be at
Aswan (the first cataract, or rapids),

About how many miles of the Nile are # 8 LR /,’
actually in Egypt? (\\ Siesl ] ','
f \\

\}aa Fasn \ l‘\
Adtetston
2. Why is the delta region to the north b R

Desert
called “Lower Egypt™?

3. What were the eastern, western and
northern boundaries of Egyptian
settlement?

4. Given the geography of this ares, do you __#_,
think Egypt was vulnerable to foreign

invaders? Expliin your thinking. o
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5. What do you notice about population distribution and settlement location in Ancient Egype?
List three reasons for this.

Document D

Source: Panting fom the 1mb of a tradesman named Secvedjan, who Tvecd Somame betwesn 1307 and 1196 BCE

Note: Haaven In Anclent Egypt was a paradise called the Field of Reeds, shown in this tomb painfing Thos=
whose heart had the correct weight at death coudd a%er & long jourey, live in the Field of Reacs for-
ovor, The Field of Roeds was believed 10 be somewhere in the east, near the riging sun,

Top: Botlom panels: Border and Wididle panets:

— The sun god Aa, travelng across he Oato pafme ane Channels: Harvesting emmer )
sy 1 his boat BaDocns sre shown omnamental plams The Nis Fiver and  whoat; hanvesting fax
worshipping Ra WgRICO CANALE 10 Weirve I linen clom

Document Analysis

1. The middle panels of this tomb painting show the deceased and his wife engaged in vasious activi-
ties. What kind of activities are they?

2. What natural and man-made objects can you identify in the boctom three panels”?
3. What would disappear from this picture of paradise if the Nile weren't presem?

4. Using this document only, explain how the Nike shaped Ancient Egypt.




Lauren Leahy
| Weinberg Gifted Academy

Chandler Unified
School District

. leahy.lauren@cusd80.com

Presentation slides:
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