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Chapter Objectives

Development of Parties Summarize the role
of political parties in American politics.

Party Organization Describe the organization
and function of American political parties.
Nominating Candidates Discuss the
advantages and disadvantages of the four
methods of nominating candidates.
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Development of Parties

Key Terms

political party, theocracy, ideologies, coalition
government, third party, single-member district,
proportional representation

Find Out

« What is a multiparty system and how does it affect
governing?

* Why have third parties played only a minor role in
American politics?
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Development of Parties

Understanding Concepts

Growth of Democracy Could Americans have
participated as effectively in government without
political parties?

Section Objective

Summarize the role of political parties in
American politics.
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Political parties began in the early stages
of American politics, but even then they
were not always popular—especially
with their own members. Thomas

. Jefferson expressed this attitude when

(Dt he said, “If | could not go to heaven but

with a party, | would not go at all.”
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|.Parties and Party Systems (vages 453-454)

A.A political party is a group of people with
broad common interests who organize to win
elections and to control and influence

governments and their policies.
B.In a one-party system, the party, in effect, is the

government; such one-party systems are usually
found in authoritarian governments.

C.In nations with a multiparty system, several
political parties compete to control the government
and must often form coalitions

to do so.

D. In the dozen nations with a two-party system, two
major parties dominate the government.

3 Iy
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|.Pal‘tieS and Party SyStems (pages 453—-454)

Discussion

~ Question

What problems do political parties face in
a multiparty system?

One party rarely gets enough support to run the
government, and coalitions often break down.
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[ Weiere Il.Growth of American Parties (pages 454-455)
A_Although many of the Founders distrusted

ISSUES <~

<>

Section 1

factions, by the end of President

parties had formed.
B.The two-party system in the United States

changed as political parties appeared
and declined.

scene with the Democrats the minority party.

Washington's second term, two political

C.On the eve of the Civil War, the Republican Party
was born; after the war, it dominated the national
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II.Growth of American Parties (pages 454-455)

D.During the Great Depression, the Democratic
Party gained power and remained the
majority party for most of the next 50 years.

E.The Republican Party gained the presidency in 6
of the next 9 terms, starting in 1968, and in 1994
regained control of both houses of Congress.
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II.Growth of American Parties (pages 454-455)

Discussion

~ Question

What effect did the Civil War and the New
Deal have on the two major political parties?

The Civil War made Republicans the majority
party; the New Deal did the same for Democrats.
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lIl. The Role of Minor Parties (pages 455-457)

A.Third parties have been part of the
American political scene since the early

years of the Repubilic.
B.All third parties have one thing in common: They

do not believe the two major parties are meeting
certain national needs.
C.In general, third parties fall into one of three

ISSUES <~

C 2.8 | categories: the single-issue party, the ideological
party, and the splinter party.

D. Occasionally, third parties influenced the
outcome of national elections by drawing enough
votes to tip the balance to one of the major parties.
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lIl. The Role of Minor Parties (pages 455-457)

E.Third parties’ ideas often were later adopted
by the major parties.
F.Third parties face many obstacles:

1) It is difficult for them to get on the ballot,
2) most voters support the major parties, and
3) raising campaign funds is difficult.
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lIl. The Role of Minor Parties (pages 455-457)

American Political Parties Since 1789

Major Parties
—_—]
[ Democratic-Republican w
B National Republican
Democratic
Whig ——
Republican Ty .6 6.1

Third Parties
Anti-Mason [
Liberty 0
Free Soil (]
American (Know-Nothing) [
Constitutional Union [
sSouthern Demaocrats [
Prohibition |
Liberal Republican [
Greenback ]
Socialist Labor | — |
Populist 22 o
National Democratic [
Socialist ] [
Bull Moose Progressive ]
La Follette Progressive [[]
Communist ]
Unien [
Socialist Workers |
States’ Rights Democratic [
Henry Wallace Progressive [
Workers World | |
George Wallace American Independent [
Libertarian
People's ]
U.S. Labor |
Citizen's [
National Unity [

New Alliance |

Founder:
Theodore Roosevelt

" Reform
Founder: Natural Law
Ross Perot Constitution (U.S. Taxpayer's) [
* Farmearly known as Uinited We Stand Green [

Source: Kruschhe. Earl H.. Encyciopedin af Thind Parties in the Uintisd States (Santh Barbars, £4: ASCELIO, 1891 v, memory boc i
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lIl. The Role of Minor Parties (pages 455-457)

Discussion

~ Question

What are some reasons for and against
voting for third party candidates?

For: to address issues that the major
— parties ignore.
L Ditnte Against: slight chance of electing a candidate.
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Section 1 Assessment

Checking for Understanding

1.Main Ildea Use a graphic organizer like the one
below to identify three types of political party
systems and how they affect governing.

Party System

Effects

when coalitions disagree.

One party—Ilack of differences; lack of choices.
Two party—stability; fewer choices. Multiparty
—diverse ideologies represented; instability
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Section 1 Assessment

heckingfarlinderstanding

____theocracy
____Ideologies
____coalition
government
____third party
____single-member
district
____proportional

representation

A.electoral district in which only one
candidate is elected to each office

B.a system in which several officials
are elected to represent the same
area in proportion to the votes each
party’s candidates receives

C.formed by several parties who
combine forces to obtain
a majority

D.a government dominated
by religion

E.any political party other than one of
the two major parties

F.basic beliefs about life, culture,
government, and society
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Section 1 Assessment

Checking for Understanding

3.Identify Bull Moose Party, American

Independent Party.

The Bull Moose Party, or Progressive Party,

was a splinter party led by former president

Theodore Roosevelt that broke away from the

Republican Party in 1912 and disappeared after

Roosevelt lost the presidential election.

The American Independent Party is a third
party that won 13.5 percent of the vote in 1968
and is believed to have swayed the narrow
election of Republican candidate Richard Nixon.
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| Section 1 Assessment

Checking for Understanding

4.ldentify three obstacles facing third parties.

Obstacles include difficulty in getting on the
ballot in all 50 states, single-member districts,
and difficulty garnering sufficient finances.
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Section 1 Assessment

Critical Thinking

5.Making Inferences Why might the National
Organization for Women want to choose and

run a third-party candidate?
Answers will vary but may include to get

recognition for women'’s issues from the two
parties, to bring public attention to a specific
iIssue, to gain a plank on one of the two parties’
platforms, and so on.
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Growth of Democracy Imagine you
have been named to a committee to
plan a new government for a former
colony. The structure of this government
will influence the development of political
parties. Consider the advantages and
disadvantages of no parties, one-party,
two-party, and multiparty systems. Write
a speech explaining your choice.
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Party Organization

Key Terms

iIndependent, precinct, precinct captain, ward, state
central committee, national convention, national
committee, patronage

Find Out

* How are parties organized on the national, state,
and local levels?

* How do political parties assist in educating
the public?
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Party Organization

Understanding Concepts

Political Processes \What role do the Republican
and Democratic Parties play in the day-to-day
operations and processes of the government?

Section Objective

=womm | Describe the organization and function of American
W Story political parties.
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Famous American humorist Will Rogers
told an audience this political joke in
the 1920s. “l don’t belong to an
organized political party—I'm a
Democrat.” Rogers’ quip was half

: serious, since to many Americans, then

%ﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁiﬁg and now, both parties sometimes seem

to lack unity.
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I.Membership and Organization (pages 4ss-460)

A.Both Republicans and Democrats are
organized into 50 state parties and
thousands of local parties, as well as a
national party.

B.Voters may become members of a party when

they register to vote, usually joining the party
whose ideas and candidates, in general, they
support.

C.Party membership involves no duties

or obligations beyond voting; however,

some members contribute money or

do volunteer work.
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Section 2

adjoining precincts.

E.The county level is the one in which the party is
most united, and the county chairperson usually
exercises a good deal of political power in the
county; yet counties are the weakest link in the
party’s organizational chain because they are

largely run by volunteers.

I.Membership and Organization (pages 4ss-460)

D.The basic local unit in the party’s
organization is the precinct, or voting
district, and wards made up of several

e OO
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I.Membership and Organization (pages 4ss-460)

F.The state central committee, composed of

members from the party’s county
organizations, is the most important pa

rt of

the party in each state; its main function is

to help elect the party’s candidates for

tate office.
G.The %gtieo(r)la Cce:onvention and the national

committee are the two main parts of the party’s

national organization.

H.The national party chairperson, elected by t
national committee, manages the daily operat
of the national party.

he
lons
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| Mamharechin and Nraanization (pages 458-460)
I.Both parties have

Independent
National committee .
campaign
_ committees for
State committees
Congress.

County committees (townships in Northeast;

parishes in Louisiana; districts in Alaska)
articipating |
%OVERNMENT
—— " Rural areas “ Urban areas

N Ao 7, Town, village, rural City committee
2N\ and You /— township oommttte§ e

( Precinct leaders |
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I.Membership and Organization (pages 4ss-460)

Discussion

~ Question

What are some reasons for becoming an
active member of a political party?

To promote issues you support, to associate
with active people, to promote the future
direction of the party.

articipating
IN GOVERNMENT
< — * * N—r
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ll.Political Party Functions (pages 460-462)

A.Political parties recruit candidates to run for
office; both parties are candidate-oriented

rather than issue-oriented.
B.Political parties bring important issues to the

attention of the public, publish the party’s position
on these issues, maintain Web sites, and help form
public opinion.

C.Personal attacks against the other party’s
candidates sometimes obscure issues; since many
Americans are not well informed on issues or the
candidates, political party membership simplifies
their choices.
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ll.Political Party Functions (pages 460-462)

D.Political parties play a key role in running the
government; Congress and state
Iegislatures carry on their work on the basis

Farty affiliation.
E.Political parties also dispense patronage,

iIncluding jobs, contracts, and appointments to
government positions.

Fou8 | F-The party out of power assumes the role of
gbuﬁdpaﬁng “watchdog” over government.

MBS | G. Because parties need to draw support from

P | many different and sometimes conflicting groups,

parties encourage compromise and adopt
moderate policies with mass appeal.

e [BISISICICIS
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ll.Political Party Functions (pages 460-462)

Discussion

~ Question

How well do political parties fulfill their
function of educating the public?

Answers will vary. See Educating the Public
on text page 461.
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Section 2 Assessment

Checking for Understanding

1.Main Ildea Use a graphic organizer like the one
below to show the three levels at which each
major political party functions.

From the inside-out: local or county;
state; national.
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Section 2 Assessment

D independent

A __ precinct

E_ ward

C  state central
committee

B ____national

R committee

____patronage

heckingfarlinderstanding

A.a voting district

B.representatives from the 50
party organizations who run a
political party

C.group usually composed largely
of representatives from the
party’s county organizations

D.a voter who does not support
any particular party

E.a large district comprised of
several adjoining precincts

F.the practice of granting favors to
reward party loyalty
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Section 2

Section 2 Assessment

Checking for Understanding

3.Identify party county chairperson, party state
chairperson, party national chairperson.
The party county chairperson is appointed by
the county committee to handle the county
party’s daily affairs and is key in determining
which candidate receives the party’'s support.
The party state chairperson is chosen by the
state central committee and helps elect the
party’s candidate for state government offices.
The party national chairperson, elected by the
national committee, manages the daily
operations of the national party.
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Checking for Understanding

4.Analyze the role of political parties at the national,
state, and local levels.
On all levels, political parties recruit
volunteers, select candidates to run for office,
and raise money.
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Critical Thinking

5.Understanding Cause and Effect \What are the
advantages and the disadvantages of the

system of patronage?
Possible advantages: parties can reward and

control their supporters, people who contribute
time and money will be rewarded; Possible
disadvantages: political favors are dispensed
to reward party loyalty and are not given on the
basis of merit, can lead to corruption
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Political Processes Prepare for a
debate on the following statement: The
two-party system has outlived its
usefulness. Choose either the pro or con
side of the issue and prepare arguments
for the side you chose. Pair up with a

classmate who has prepared arguments
opposing yours and debate the issue.
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Nominating Candidates

Key Terms

caucus, nominating convention, boss, direct
primary, closed primary, open primary, plurality,
runoff primary, ticket, platform, planks

Find Out
How are primaries conducted as a method of
choosing candidates?

*\What are the processes followed at a national
nominating convention?
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Nominating Candidates

Understanding Concepts

Political Processes Primaries and nominating
conventions are democratic methods of selecting
candidates. What are some drawbacks?

Section Objective

Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of the
four methods of nominating candidates.
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ly Lecture

Dld you know
¢

In 1924, the Democratic Party’s nominating
convention dragged on for three weeks
before it chose a candidate for president.
The deep divisions in the party forced

the weary delegates to keep trying until

Il PREsEnr they finally chose John W. Davis on the

103rd vote. Davis, a former

“ Congressman, was virtually unknown to
the public, and he lost the election to

Republican Calvin Coolidge by nearly a

two-to-one margin.
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.LHow Candidates Are Selected (pages 464-466)

A.In 19 states party leaders hold caucuses to
select candidates for public office.

B.As party caucuses came under attack, the
nominating convention to choose candidates
became popular.
C.The direct primary is the method most used by
parties today to nominate candidates; most states
hold closed primaries, in which only party
members vote, but some states have open
primaries, in which any voter can participate.
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We the People
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Section 3

e
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.LHow Candidates Are Selected (pages 464-466)

D.Primary elections, run according to state law
and held at regular polling places, are used
to select party candidates for the House,
Senate, governor, and other state and local

offices.

E.A person can file a petition, signed by a specified

number of voters, to be placed on the ballot;

however, the caucus or convention candidate of the
major parties has an advantage because of party

backing and resources.
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.LHow Candidates Are Selected (pages 464-466)

Discussion

~ Question

Do you favor open or closed primaries?
Explain.

Answers will vary. See Primary Elections on
text page 465.
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Il.Presidential Nominations (pages 466-468)

A_.Every four years, each major party holds a
nominating convention to choose candidates

for president and vice president in the
November general election.

B.Before nominating conventions, congressional

caucuses selected presidential candidates.

C.Presidential primary elections operate under a

wide variety of state laws and party rules in
selecting candidates to run for office.
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Referente Il.Presidential Nominations (pages 466-468)

" Atlas

D.Criticisms of presidential primaries include:

1) the process extends over too long
a period;

2) the primaries focus on the image of a
candidate more than on the issues;

3) relatively few people vote in primaries,
thus the winner may not be as popular as
the victory would indicate;

POLITICA 4)primaries often result in one-sided

PROFILES

We the Dol conventions that become rubber
stamp operations.
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Il.Presidential Nominations (pages 466-468)

Discussion

~ Question

How well do presidential primaries serve as
a means of nominating candidates?

Answers will vary. See Criticisms of
Presidential Primaries on text page 467.
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lll. The National Convention (pages 463-470)

A.Each party’s national committee chooses the
site and date of the convention and decides

how many votes each state will have.
B.Many of the delegates who assemble at the

convention are already pledged to a candidate,
though some are not.

C.On the evening of the opening day, an important
party member gives the keynote address, a speech
intended to unite the party for the coming
campaign; in the next day or two, the delegates
listen to committee reports and speeches about
them.
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lll. The National Convention (pages 463-470)

D.Each party’s rules committee governs the way
the convention is run; most delegates accept
the rules committee’s report, but sometimes
bitter battles are fought by delegates who
oppose decisions made by the rules

E.The SIQe renr%gles committee must approve the
delegations from each state, and sometimes lively

fights have occurred between rival delegations for a

"I PRESENT

’
EROE E state’s seats.

F.A committee on permanent organization selects
the permanent chairperson and other permanent

officials for the convention.
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lll. The National Convention (pages 463-470)

G.The platform committee is assigned the
important task of writing the party’s platform
—a statement of its principles, beliefs, and

ositions on vital issues.
H.The highlight of the convention is the selection of

the party’s candidate for president. In recent years,
front-runners have had enough committed
delegates that it was known they would be the
party’s nominee, and they were selected on the first

roll call ballot.
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lll. The National Convention (pages 463-470)

I.The vice presidential nomination sometimes
creates some suspense because the
presidential candidate’s choice, who is
always selected by the delegates, is not

known in advance. _
J.The vice presidential nominee usually is chosen to

balance the ticket, with a

person who has a personal, political, or geographic
background different from the presidential
candidate’s.

K.The convention adjourns after the presidential and
vice presidential candidates have delivered their
acceptance speeches, intended to unify the party
and appeal to the national television audience.




Chapter

"I PAST &
PRESENT

A A A A A
POLITICA
PROFILES

- - -' Section 3

lIl. The National Convention pages 46s-470)

Discussion

~ Question

Should the major television networks
televise only the high points of the
Democratic and Republican national
conventions or have gavel-to-gavel
coverage? Explain.

Answers will vary. Students should consider
how informative conventions are.
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GV Checking for Understanding

1.Main Ildea Use a chart like the one below to
show four ways candidates for office can get
on the ballot and why each method has
drawn criticism.

Method Criticism

Caucuses—considered undemocratic;
Nominating convention—subject to control

by bosses;

Primary elections—extend over too long a time,
candidates’ image seems more important than
the issues;

Petition—advantage to pagihsskscsezagicate:

- Barainiser
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heckingfarlinderstanding

C ___caucus A.an official public meeting of a
A _ nominating party to choose candidates
convention  B.a powerful party leader
E ___boss | C.a private meeting of party
__ plurality leaders to choose
D ____ ticket candidates for office
E ___plank D.the candidates for president

and vice president

E.a section of a political party
platform

F.the largest number of votes in
an election
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Section 3 Assessment

Checking for Understanding

3.Identify convention delegates, rules committee.

Convention delegates are party members,
pledged to the winning candidate of a
presidential party, who become that state’s
representatives to the national convention.

A rules committee governs the way a party’s
convention is run.
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Checking for Understanding

4.How do states deal with the situation in which no
primary candidate wins a majority of votes?
The top two candidates compete in a

runoff election.
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Section 3 Assessment

Checking for Understanding

5.How is each major party’s presidential candidate
chosen at its national nominating convention?
In an alphabetical roll call, each state
delegation calls out the delegates’ votes.
The candidate with the majority becomes
the nominee. If no one wins a majority,
additional roll calls are taken.
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Section 3 Assessment

Critical Thinking

6.Making Generalizations What historical and
political changes in society have influenced

presidential nominating methods?
Generalizations should point out that as

American society became more democratic,
so did nominating methods.
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Political Processes Create a poster that
presents a democratic and cost-efficient
system for selecting nominees for president.

e o) (IO






Chapter Nk Chapter Assessment
16

Chapter Summary

= Late 1700s:; Despite Washington's warnings, two political parties—
Federalists and Demoaratic-Republicans—form

= Pre-Civil War; Conflids over issues such as slavery cause divisions within
nation’s political parties; Democratic-Republicans split into Democrats
and Whigs

= Post-Civil War: Republicans and Democrats emerge as the two domi-
nant political parties

= Third Parties: Continue to impact the political scene, despite obstacles
presented by the two-party tradition

Party Organization and Functions

» Political parties are organized at the local, state, and national level

» Functions of political parties include recruiting candidates for public
office, educating the public about issues, running and staffing the gov-
ernment, rewarding party loyalists with favors, watching over the party
in power, and encouraging compromise and moderate government
policies

Party Nominations

= Caucuses—private meeting of party leaders; used early in our
nation’s history and in some states today

= Nominating conventions— official public meeting of a party to choose
candidates for office

*» Primary elections— party members select people to run in the general
election; method most commonly used today

» Petitions— candidate is placed on the ballot if a certain number of
voters signs a petition
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Reviewing KextTerms

Insert the correct ¥erms intd the sentences. Some terms will be used more
than once.

bossesticket

planknational convention
ideologyplatform

Ccaucus
1.A political party’s ideology is
expressled 1:in each plank of the
’ P atl orm G that it adopts at the
ticket to select its

hational convention

2.Although the replaced the

———ecateus
party _ ticket In choosing its
bosses , the party’s

continued to influence

z the nomination irocess. \ @ @ @
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Recalling Facts

1.What is the main function of the two major
political parties?
The main function of the two political parties is
to select candidates for public office and present
them to the voters for approval.

2.\What are the responsibilities of a precinct captain
within a political party?
A precinct captain organizes party workers to

distribute information about the party and its
candidates and to get voters to the polls.
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Chapter Assessment
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Recalling Facts

3.What role does the political party out of
power assume?
The party out of power in the legislative or
executive branch acts as a watchdog, observing
the party in power, criticizing it, and offering its
own solutions to political problems.

4. \What is the difference between open and closed
primaries?
In a closed primary only members of a political
party can vote in that political party’'s primary. In
an open primary all voters can vote in any
party’s primary, but they can only vote in one
party’s primary.
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Recalling Facts

5.ldentify the three types of third parties and
identify a party of each type.
single-issue: focuses exclusively on one major
social, economic, or moral issue and is often
short-lived (Liberty, Free Soil)
ideological: focuses on overall change in society
rather than a single issue, giving it a broader
focus, but it is more extreme, so more limiting,
and yet possibly more long-lived (Labor,
Communist, Libertarian)
splinter: splits away from one of the major
parties over a disagreement, which can be issue-
oriented, ideological, or personal, and is short-

lived because it fades away when candidate

2 ) (IO
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Understanding Concepts

1.Growth of Democracy Why have third parties
had so little success in the United States?
Minor parties face difficulty getting on the ballot
in all 50 states, getting their candidate elected
to office in single-member districts, and
garnering adequate public financing. Minor

parties often do not enjoy political support in all

parts of the country.
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Chapter Assessment

-.. A LY
16

Understanding Concepts

2.Political Processes \Why are many Americans
uninformed about the issues in a campaign?
Primary elections have made the image of the
candidates more important than the issues, and
media coverage tends to play up candidates’
personalities rather than their positions on
Important questions. Also, political parties
simplify elections by helping uninformed people
decide how to vote.

e o) (IO
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3.Political Processes \Why is a primary election
better than a party caucus for selecting

candidates?
Party caucuses only involved party leaders and

became controlled by party bosses. Primary
elections allow all interested voters to vote and
are therefore more democratic.

e o) (IO
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GIVERMERES,

1.Understanding Cause and Effect The two
major parties are criticized as being out of
touch with the needs of many Americans. How
might a successful third party affect the two

major parties? .
Answers will vary but should note that a third

party can challenge the two parties to address
an issue, a problem, and so on.
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[ Feicre Critical Thinking

2.Predicting Consequences Use a chart to
analyze the advantages and disadvantages of a
national primary to nominate each party’s
presidential candidate.

Advantages Disadvantages

Advantages: reduce campaign costs and
time; focus on national issues.
Disadvantages: weaken parties and
federalism; focus even more on national
media coverage.

e OO
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IlntAarnvatin~a Dalitiaal Cartoons Activity
"MINE! MINE! ALL MINE! :
o 1.What event is

this cartoon

documenting?
In the 1994

congressional
elections, voters
turned control of both
the House and
Senate over to the
Republicans for the
first time in 40 years.

BB TS
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IlntAavrnvratin~a Daliti~al Cart()ons ACtiVity

» | l l

AELERNEL M"k .| 2.What symbols does the
cartoonist use?
Elephant hugging

the Capitol
represents
Republican control

of Congress.
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lntAarnvratin~a Daliti~nal

"MINE! MINE! ALL MINE !

Cartoons Activity

3.Why does the elephant
seem so jubilant?

The 1994 Republican
congressional victory
represented the first
time in 40 years that
Republicans
controlled both
houses of Congress
— a jubilant victory.

SISIBIGIGIO
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Test Question

Which minor political party has been
the most persistent, offering
candidates in every election since

Prohibili@h&ls
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Parties of United States Presidents

17 In the 50 years following 2 What party controlled the 3 How many times in the
the Civil War, to what presidency for the longest twentieth century did the
party did most of the unbroken period? party of a new president

presidents belong? Svhe D T differ from that of his
)the Democratic-Republican predecessor?

1)Republican party from 1801-1829

3)nine

I- Presidential Parties |

(LA Federalist B Republican
I pemocratic-Republican [ '] Democrat
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Section Focus 16-2

Political Party Functions

17 Party power to dispense
patronage can be a
source of controversy.
What do you think are
valid arguments against
this function?

1)Answers will vary.

Recruiting candidates |

2 What do you think are
arguments in favor of
dispensing patronage?

2)Answers will vary.

9

Educating
the public

N

Serving a watchdog
role as the “loyal opposition”

FUNCTIONS
OF POLITICAL
PARTIES

3~ What do you think is the
most visible function of
political parties?

3)Answers will vary.

Reducing conflict ‘

*_

Dispensing
patronage

Operating the
government
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Recent Presidential Candidates

1~ What occupational

2 What common

3 How do you think Bill

— 1 ‘Sources: World Almanac, 1997; World Book Encyclopedia; 1997 and 2002, Biographical Directory of the United States Co

background did several experiences did most of Clinton’s lack of military
of the candidates share? these candidates share? service influenced his
1)law 2)all except Clinton had miIi_tary service; caudldaq'? _
MILITARY GOVERNMENT
CANDIDATE n SERVICE I EXPERIENCE EXPERIENCE
founder and CEO
Air of oil company,
ieg;gﬂeﬂ ?ﬂ UB;‘Sh National managing general governor of Texas
(R 4 ) Guard partner of Texas
Rangers MLB team
John Kerry Lieutenant Governor of
(D. 2004) Navy prosecutor Massachusetts, US Senate ‘
Al G : i | House of Representatives,
e Army 1“";"13 :“ ’T’a United States Senate,
(D. 2000) éstate developer vice president of the U.S.
Bill Clinton e university teacher, state attorney general,
(D. 1992, 1996) lawyer governor of Arkansas
state representative,
Bob Dole county prosecutor,
(R. 1996) Army lawyer House of Representatives,
United States Senate

B
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ALAWER BUT
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YouR CASE.

Source: Cartoon by Mike Smith, Las Vegas Sun/USA Today. Reprinted with permission
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Charting Governments and Political Parties
Create a table outlining other nations’ systems of
government. Use the following headings for the
table: Country, Form of Government, Type of
Political Party System, Name of Political Party(ies).
As you read the chapter, list all nations mentioned
and fill in the table with the appropriate information.
Research other nations not mentioned in the
chapter. Discuss the information you gathered with
the class and compare other countries’
governments and political party systems with those
of the United States.
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No Government in Italy

ROME, ITALY, NOVEMBER 4, 1974

Resistance to authority
is spreading as Italy

enters its 21st week with-
out a national govern-
ment. Political chaos is
nothing new to Italians.
Italy has had 36 govern-
ments in the past 31 years.
However, the current cri-
sis is the nation’s worst
since World War II. It
began in June, when a a government
coalition of 3 political

parties collapsed after only 3 months in power. Last
week another effort failed to forge a ruling majority
from among Italy’s more than 12 political parties.
Most Italians accepted the news calmly. Few believe
that their 37th government, whenever it is formed,
will be better than the 36th.

e e Y T ", §
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Teen Youngest Delegate

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, AUGUST 13, 1996

local teenager has be-

come one of the most
visible delegates at the Re-
publican National Con-
vention in San Diego this
week. Among the speakers
at yesterday’s opening ses-
sion was 18-year-old Jason
Brinton, a June graduate of
West High School. Brin-
ton’s election last spring to Jason Brinton
be part of Utah’s 28-mem-
ber delegation makes him the youngest delegate at
the Republican gathering. “ I campaigned vigorous-
ly at the Utah Convention as a voice for the young
people of our party,” he said. Brinton also heads the
state chapter of Teen Age Republicans, a political
action group headquartered in Manassas, Virginia.
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Hard to Choose

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, JUNE 12, 1920

fter failing in four

tries to nominate a
presidential candidate, the
Republican National Con-
vention recessed last night.
When the delegates went
to bed, General Leonard
Wood and Illinois gover-
nor Frank Lowden were
the front-runners for the 1920 Republican
nomination. This morn- candidates
ing the delegates found
the situation had changed. Exhausted Republican
leaders emerged at 6 A.M. from an all-night meeting
in the Blackstone Hotel, after settling on Ohio sena-
tor Warren Harding to be the candidate. Harding
finished a distant fourth in yesterday’s voting. After
six more ballots today, the delegates finally agreed to
the choice of Harding.

P e AN ot et e

SO



Rl - S
16

* ok

"lPAST&

PRESENT

Political Slogans Many political campaign
slogans are more memorable than the candidates
themselves. Calvin Coolidge’s slogan “Keep Cool
with Coolidge” lives on. In 1932 Herbert Hoover
promised “A Chicken in Every Pot, a Car in Every
Garage.” Bill Clinton’s reminder to the Republicans
helped him win the election by noting that “It's the
Economy, Stupid.”
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The third-party candidates who received the most
votes in United States history were Theodore
Roosevelt in 1912 (27.4 percent), Millard Fillmore in
1856 (21.5 percent), and Ross Perot in 1992 (18.9
percent). Perot’s total was the highest in history for
a candidate who was not a former president.
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With such a small number of delegates at stake (29
Democratic and 17 Republican), New Hampshire's
primary is largely a media event. Why? Conventional
wisdom once held that the candidate that lost in the
New Hampshire primary would lose the presidency.
That is the way events unfolded for 40 years until
1992, when Bill Clinton lost in the primary but won the
presidency. Another reason New Hampshire has
attracted media attention is that it has traditionally held
the first presidential primary. But in 2000, two states,
lowa and Alaska, upstaged New Hampshire. lowa held
its presidential caucus on January 24, the same day
that Alaska held its presidential primary.

vl
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More About Running for Office Running for office
IS expensive. The 2000 election campaigns were the
most expensive in history totaling an estimated $3
billion in expenditures by the two major parties,
political action committees (PACs), and other political
organizations. The median expenditure on a House
campaign was $520,112, a small decline from
$559,807 in 1996. However, the median expenditure
on a Senate campaign rose to $4.5 million, up from
$3.5 million in 1996.
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For the Record

The United States has more than 50 third parties
(including some that have never fielded candidates).
They range from the America First Party to the World
Socialist Party of the U.S. and represent nearly every
iIdeology. The American Patriot Party hopes to repeal
the federal income tax. The Light Party calls for a
national emphasis on solar power and organic foods.
The Revolution wants to end global warming by using
“clean” energy, abolish the CIA, and fund scientific
programs that help people. The Southern Party would
like to create an independent nation made up of
Southern states.

“_ﬁ':'
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Single-Member Districts vs. Proportional
Representation Write a four-paragraph essay
about the advantages and disadvantages of the
single-member district and proportional
representation. (You may wish to do additional
research.) Exchange papers with other students and
critique one another’s arguments.
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SETTING UP THE DEBATE Research current news items about
campaign financing and bring three articles to class. Give a brief
oral presentation describing the main points of each article. Then
brainstorm the advantages and disadvantages of limits on
campaign financing. Choose sides—for or against limits—and form
two groups accordingly. Each group should select three members
to be the group’s spokespersons and take three minutes to present
their case. Then each group should take five minutes to ask the
other group five questions, with two minutes for rebuttal of each
qguestion. Finally, each group should take two minutes to
summarize the main points of its argument.

CONCLUDING THE DEBATE Discuss the debating process and
evaluate which group was the most effective in presenting its
argument, answering the questions, and rebutting the other
group’s arguments.
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articipating
IN GOVERNMENT

Local Political Parties Interview officials of your
local political parties (precinct captains, ward
officials, and so on). Focus your questions on how
the local party is organized and how it relates to
state and national party organizations.
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Linda and Loretta Sanchez

Making a Difference |

Linda Sanchez serves on the House Judiciary
Committee, which she indicated as her preferred
appointment after her election in 1996. At that time the
committee had no Latino representation, even though it
dealt with many issues that impact minority groups.
Loretta Sanchez has focused much of her attention on
Issues like economic development, crime reduction,
protections for senior citizens, and education. In the
course of seeking reforms in this last category, she has
personally visited every school in her district.

Activity: Create an illustrated time line showing the
growing diversity of representation in Congress. Note
how growing diversity has affected the legislature and
legislative policies.
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Fannie Lou Hamer
Woodrow Wilson
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POLITICA
PROFILE

Fannie Lou Hamer

Fannie Lou Hamer testified before the credentials
committee at the 1964 Democratic National
Convention saying, “I question America.” Hamer and
members of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party
challenged the all-white delegation sent by the regular
Mississippi Democratic Party.
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POLITICA
PROFILE

Woodrow Wilson

Woodrow Wilson won the 1912 Democratic nomination
on the forty-sixth ballot. Wilson wrote about his
grueling experience, “There ought never to be another
Presidential nominating convention. The nomination
should be made directly by the people.” Wilson
supported a direct national primary.
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