“The Circuit” Francisco Jimenez - -Open-Book Test

Name: ________________________________________________________ Period:__________________

Critical Reading

On the line, write the letter of the one best answer.

____ 1. In “The Circuit,” how does Panchito feel about moving so often?

a. He dislikes constantly moving from place to place.

b. He thinks living in one place would be boring.

c. He enjoys moving around but dislikes the work.

d. He does not mind moving from place to place.

____ 2. In “The Circuit,” the brothers hide from the school bus because

a. they don’t want to go to school

b. they have to work instead of going to school

c. their parents don’t think education is important

d. they think the other students will laugh at them

____ 3. The end of “The Circuit” can best be described as

a. discouraging

b. hopeful

c. satisfying

d. startling

____ 4. In “The Circuit,” what does it show about Panchito’s character that he asks

Mr. Lema to help him with his English?

a. He likes to make a good impression on people.

b. He wants to do his best.

c. He is too lazy to learn English by himself.

d. He wants to appear smarter than his brother.

____ 5. “The Circuit” describes

a. the narrator’s first experience as a farm worker

b. the narrator’s worst experience as a farm worker

c. the narrator’s most memorable experience as a farm worker

d. one of the narrator’s typical experiences as a farm worker

____ 6. In “The Circuit,” the narrator doesn’t want to move to Fresno because

a. he does not like the city

b. he does not know if they will find work there

c. he is going to be doing very hard work in very hot weather

d. he dislikes traveling by car

____ 7. What is the key idea in the following sentence from “The Circuit”?

I thought they were happy to see me, but when I opened the door to our shack,

I saw that everything we owned was neatly packed in cardboard boxes.

a. The narrator’s brothers and sisters were happy to see him.

b. The narrator opened the door to their shack.

c. The narrator saw that the family’s belongings were packed in cardboard boxes.

d. The narrator greeted his family.

____ 8. Which word describes Panchito’s work in “The Circuit”?

a. interesting

b. frightening

c. satisfying

d. exhausting
9. Cardboard boxes appear in the beginning of “The Circuit” and again at the end. How do

these boxes symbolize the theme of the story?
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

10. What is the one sure and constant thing in Panchito’s family’s life? On the line provided,

explain your answer.

a. their home 
c. the school bus

b. Papa’s black Plymouth 
d. Mr. Lema

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. At the end of “The Circuit,” Panchito becomes excited when Mr. Lema offers to teach him

how to play the trumpet. Explain how this event highlights the theme of the story.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
