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NEW RULE: NO SHOTS = NO SCHOOL

Dear Parent/ Guardians of 6th Grade Students,

Changes to school entry immunization requirements took effect July 1, 2019.  We are sharing these changes with you so that you may work with your child’s healthcare provider to make sure your child is vaccinated (California Code of Regulations Title 17, Division 1, Chapter 4.)  There has been the addition of a second Varicella vaccine requirement for entry into elementary school at transitional kindergarten (TK) / Kindergarten (K) and/or seventh grade, administered by a licensed California Healthcare Practitioner. The law also requires all students entering 7th grade in the state of California to have proof of a *Tdap booster immunization (whooping cough). This booster must have been given on or after your child’s 7th birthday to meet the requirement.  
Pertussis (whooping cough) is a highly contagious bacterial illness spread by coughs and sneezes.  Whooping cough can cause a violent cough that may last for months and can kill young babies.  Adults are also advised to get a pertussis booster shot, if they haven’t already, to protect themselves, their families, and others with whom they may come into contact.
 CALIFORNIA IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS FOR
K – 12TH GRADE (including transitional kindergarten)
	Grade
	Number of Doses Required of Each Immunization

	TK/K-12 Admission
	4 Polio
	5 DTaP
	3 Hep B
	2 MMR
	2 Varicella

	7th-12th grade
	
	1 Tdap


	
	
	

	7th grade advancement
	
	1 Tdap
	
	
	2 Varicella


California schools are required by law to check the immunization records for all new student admissions at TK/Kindergarten through 12th grade and all students advancing to 7th grade before entry.  Students meeting all immunization requirements will be unconditionally admitted to school.  Students may also be unconditionally admitted if they have a temporary or permanent medical exception in accordance with Health and Safety Code Sections 120370 and 120372.  Your child may receive the necessary vaccines from his/her primary care practitioner or pharmacy.  It is important to get your child vaccinated early so there will be no issue with school entry. Please make sure you bring your child’s vaccine record to the school so it may be on file.  
If your student has already received their second dose of Varicella vaccine and the Tdap booster, please bring the immunization record to the school right away so that we can update our records.   If not, please make an appointment with your child’s doctor.  It may also be time for a check-up/physical for your child as well.  We urge you to take care of this now, and not wait until the last minute.  Getting your record to us before the end of this school year will help to avoid the “last minute rush.”  
A law that took effect January 1, 2016 (SB 277), requiring all students entering 7th grade to have proof of ALL mandated immunizations (for more information see http://www.shotsforschool.org ). Personal beliefs and religious beliefs exemptions are no longer accepted for students entering 7th grade.  He/she must obtain proof of all required immunizations prior to starting 7th grade.  Students will be conditionally accepted once the immunization series are started, per State guidelines. Per the new law, if your student entering 7th grade does not have the mandated immunizations, including the second dose of Varicella and Tdap booster immunization, your student will NOT be able to start 7th grade. 
Effective January 1, 2021, all new medical exemptions for school and child care entry must be issued through CAIR-ME.  Parents can create an account and log in to CAIR-ME to submit a request for a medical exemption.  Next, your child's doctor can complete the medical exemption in CAIR-ME and print a copy to give to your child’s school or child care facility.  If your student has an existing temporary or permanent medical exemption issued PRIOR to January 1, 2021, your student must obtain new medical exemption through CAIR-ME (https://cair.cdph.ca.gov/exemptions/home).
There is no grace period and students will not receive a 7th grade schedule until the school receives proof of the required immunizations.
Some local providers and resources include the following:



Local Providers:

Dr. Bramson



(909) 338-1851 (Crestline)

Dr. Rocha



(909) 336-3670 (Lake Arrowhead)

Cohen Elwood Medical Group
(909) 337-7771 (Lake Arrowhead)


Dr. Maier



(909) 337-3661 (Lake Arrowhead)

Rite-Aid



(909) 336-1275 (Blue Jay)

MCH Rural Health Clinic – Lake Arrowhead
    (909) 336-9715

MCH Rural Health Clinic – Running Springs
    (909) 867-6341

San Bernardino County Public Health Department (800) 722-4777 

For more information, you can contact the San Bernardino County Public Health Department at 1-800-722-4777, or the district school nurse at the number below.  Please remember, by law, your child will not be able to start 7th grade until we have proof of the second dose of Varicella, Tdap and other mandated immunizations. Thanks to those of you who have already taken care of this and brought your child’s record into the school. 
Sincerely,

Josette deBruyn RN, BSN, School Nurse                                                             

Google Voice: (909) 346-3732 / (909) 336-4117 Voice mail  /  MPH Phone #: (909) 336-0360  / MPH Fax #: (909) 336-3449
* “Tdap” = Tetanus toxoid, reduced diphtheria toxoid and acellular pertussis vaccine.
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