State of Alabama
Coronavirus Aid, Rellef, and Economic Security {CARES) Act
Governor's Emergency Education Relief (GEER) Fund
Local Educational Agency {LEA) Application

In order to recelve a CARES Act GEER Fund altocation, an LEA must submit this application to the $EA,

1. LEA Information o

LEA Name | Sumter County Board of Education
Mailing Address P.0. Box 10

Physical Address 716 Country Club Road
City/Town and Zip Code Livingston, Alabama 38470

Superintendent'’s Name JAmhony L. Gardner, £0.D.,

Contact Person Anthony L, Gardner, EdD.
Contact Person Posltlon Superintendent

Contact Telephone Number (205) 652-9805

Contact Emaii agardner@sumter.m 2.alus

B FRORANINATIE, FSGAL, AND REBORTING ABSURRNGES

The United States Department of Education (L)SED) has approved the application from the State of Alabama for
GEER funds under the CARES Act, The Governor of Alabama allocated $48,851,495 to the Alabama State Department
of Education, GEER funds can be obligated through 9/30/2022, Pre-award costs to the GEER fund will be allowed for
allowable cost incurred on or after March 13, 2020.

2. Allowable Service(s) Section _ ) . _

The LEA Superintendent or his/her authorized representative assures or certifles that they will use the awarded GEER
unds In the following ways (select one option per letter) :

A Private School Equ itable Services Allocation

NOTE: Use the Private School Equitable Services Implemantation Form for this section.
/1 The LEA has no private schools in their attendance area

[ The LEA has private schools but ALL declined to participate in CARES Act GEER funding
] The LEA has private schools that will participate in CARES Act GEER funding

Complete the section below only if you have private schools that will be participating in GEER funds:

Total LEA GEER Allocation]  $94,824.00
Total LEA Private School Allocation} $0.00
Total LEA Private School Administrative Costs Set-Asidel $0.00
Total # of Private Schools Particlpating 0.00
, Total Student Envoliment at the LEA
Total Student Enrolliment at ALL Participating Private Schools
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B. Equip school buses with Wi-Fi capabilities to Increase Internet connectivity and help bridge the digital divide
within the LEA,

I.EA Allocation for Section B; $20,817.00

The LEA will use the allocation above for equipping school buses with Wi-Fi capabilities.
(-] The LEA will not use this allocation for equipping schoo! buses with Wi-Fl capabilities.

Complete the section below only if your LEA chooses not to use this allocation:
Reason/Rationate: NIA

We will transfer this allocation to;
[C] Academic Support to Bridge Learning and Achievement Gaps of Students (C)
Amount to be transferred:

[ Before and After School Tutoring for Learning and Remediation in Schools (D}
Amount to be transferred:

HC. Provide additlonal academic support to bridge learning and achievement gaps of students within the LEA.

ﬁLEA Allocation for Section C: $54.,£82.00

/] The LEA wilt use the allocation above for providing additional academic support to students,
] The LEA will nat use this allocation for providing additional academic support to students.

Complete the section below only if your LEA chooses not to use this allocation:
Reason/Rationale: NA

We will transfer this allocation to:
[] Equipping School Buses with Wi-Fi Capabilities (B)
Amount to be transferred:

[T Before and After School Tutoring for Learning and Remediation in Schools (D}
Amount to be transferred:

D. Provide before and after school tutoring as deflned In the Alabama Literacy Act for learning and remediatlon In
schools within the LEA.

FLEA Allocation for Section D: $18,825.00

The LEA will use the allocation above for providing tutoring to students.
[T IThe LEA will not use this allocation for providing tutoring to students.

Complete the section below only If your LEA chooses nat to use this allocation:
Reason/Rationale: NA
We will transfer this allocation to:
3 Equipping School Buses with Wi-Fi Capabilities (B)
Amount to be transferred:
[ Academic Support to Bridge Learning and Achievement Gaps of Students (C)
Amount to be transferred:

|NOTE: Only answer the questions below that apply to how the LEA will use GEER funds.
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j2A. Equita'ble Services Assurances

The LEA Superintendent or his/her authorized representative assures or certiffes the following:

The LEA receiving GEER funds will provide equitable services to students and teachers in non-public
schoots located within the LEA in the sarme manner as provided under Section 1117 of the ESEA as
determined through timely and meaningful consultation with representatives of non-public schools,
The LEA will ensure that a public agency will maintain control of funds for the services and assistance
provided to a non-public schoo! under the GEER fund.

The LEA will ensure that a public agency will have title to materials, equipment, and propetty
purchased with GEER funds.

The LEA will ensure that services to a non-public school with GEER funds will be provided by a public
agency directly, or througb; contract with, another public or private entity.

Provide a brief explanation answering the f_oﬁ;wlng questions:

1) Were services from private schools accepted or refused In'your LEA?

2) If services werg accepted by private schools, who accepted and what allacation did they racelve?

3) When did private schools in your LEA recelve timely and meaningtul consultation?

4) What services will each private school recelve and when will the services be Implemented?

Sj_wa.will GEER funds be used to improve remote learning services and support technieal capacity and

access at private schools within your LEA? ‘

6) If 4 private school administrative set-aside is being taken by the LEA, what s the allocation and how

_will Itbe used?

Sumter County School Dlstrict‘does not currently have any private schools operating within its
aftendance zone.

Page 3 of 12




128, Equipping School Buses with Wi-Fi Capabilities , |
[Provide details as to how the LEA will use GEER funds to connect Wi-Fl to district buses. '
Sumter County School District is hestled in a rural area of West Alabama, High-speed intemet is

non-existent in most of the district's Jurisdiction. This leaves the students at a great _
disadvantage, when it comes to access to distance learing opportunities. Sumter County
School District will use GEER funds to outfit fiteen (15) of our distric's buses with Wi-Fi
capabilities. These buses will be parked in the local communities to serve as WiFi hotspots.
Thls: will allow students to complete thelr assignments from homs and gain access to many
additional enrichment opportunities that are currently out of reach once the students leave the
school bulldings.
|2¢, Additional Academic Supports to Bridge Learning and Achievement Gaps _ |
Applicable Grade-Level(s) (Check all that appiy): — R |
Pre-k [} K L4 st 2nd  [Y/] ard  [¥] 4th 5th [7]
Applicable Support(s] (Check all that apply):
[} _|Reading/ELA Family Engagement/At-Home Learning Resources
[ [Math Family Engagement/At-Home Learning Resources
[¥] |Dyscalculia-Specific Sereener
Dyslexia-Spacific Screener - _ o
T Vulnerable Populations Resources or Supports i B [ Ms [ HS [
NOTE: Only answer the guestions helow that apply to supports selected abova by the LEA.

Readlng and Math Family Engagement/At-Home Learning Resources _
Describe how the foltowing conditioris will be maximized through the purchase of resources, tapls, or other
supports with the use of GEER funds: '

v Aligns to Alabama ELA aind/or math course of study standards;

« Provides opportunities to extend learning and bulld connactions at home;

+ ‘Reinforées key grade level concepts;

- Includes grada-level appropriate manipulatives for math and literature for reading;

Provides individual student opportunities for both Intervention and enrichment activitles; and

+ _Includes easy-to-foilow planning calendars or activity suggestions for familes.

N/A
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IDyscalculia Screener
Describie how the following conditions will be maximized through the purchase of resourees, tools, or other
suppwts with the use of GEER funds:

Identifies dyscaleulic tendencles in students and is not time.Intensive to administer:
+  Recommends Intervention strategles;
+ Presents easy tointerpret reports and information on a student's strengths and weaknesses;
+  Provides diaghostic raports for teachers;
*  Provides parent reports and guidance; and
Provide additional opportunities to sereen students beyond grade 3.

Sumter County School District will purchase i-Ready Assessment by Curriculum Associates to
identify dyscalculic tendencies in students. This program offers teachers the most accurate and
actionable data possible to help them guide their students toward continued growth, The intuitive
reports from the adaptive i-Ready Diagnostic and i-Ready Standards Mastery help teachers
make more informed decisions about whole class, small group, and individual instruction. The
parent reports provide parents with a detailed analysis of their chiid's strengths and areas for

growth. The i-Ready Assessment program can be used to screen students and provide targsted,
data driven instruction for students in grades K-8.

I!slexia-Speciﬁc Screener

Descrlha how the following conditions will be maximized through the purchase of resources, tools, or other
supportswith the use of GEER funds:

«  Aligns to evidence-hased science of reading criterla;

« Provides ability and options to universally screen, identifv risks, progress monitor, and/or report
results in.a seamless system;

» Provides recommendations for intervention strategies andlor individualized learning paths to help
dlose achievemient gaps; and
Provides additional opportunities to séreen students heyomi_g.!'ida 3 (if applicable).

Sumter County School District will purchase i-Ready Assessment by Curriculum Assoclates as a
universal screener to identify dyslexia tendencies in students in grades K-2. i-Ready
Assessment supports educators in screening for potential risk factors for dyslexia by leveraging
the most current research on dyslexia screening and adhering to the recommendations of the
International Dyslexia Association. The program provides educators with guidance in providing
speclalized reading intervention for individual students based on their screening and progress
monitoring data. The i-Ready Assessment program can be used to screen students and provide
targeted, data driven instruction for students in grades K-8.
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{Vuinerable Populations Supports

!ﬁescrlbe how the following conditions will be maximized through the purchase of resources, tools, or other
supports with the use of GEER funds:

»  Provides streamlined approach to gather, use, and monitor identified vulnerable population data;

* Includes tools or resources to assist with development and/or Implementation of individuallzed plans
forspecific needs of students;

Includes communication tools to ensure meaningful communlcation in a language understood by the
parents/guardians;

|+ Providesevidence-based learning activitles that allgn to students’ plans; and

* _Provides other related or applicable servicas specific to vulnerable populations.

N/A

12D, Bﬁfora[hf_;er School Tutoring '

ﬂbescrlbe haw the following conditions will ie maximized through the purchase of resources, tools, or other
supports with the use of GEER funds:
+ Alignsto Alabama Literacy Act requirements for students who are identified with a reading deficiency;
Provides learning opportunities outside of the traditional school day; and
Includes description of employee duties/responsibilities qhge_d to Intensive intervention needs.

The Alabama Literacy Act requires that students who are experiencing reading difficulties be
provided with additional reading instruction beyond the minimum curricular requirements. By
offering before and/or after school tutoring, students will receive the direct and explicit instruction
needed to address their individual reading deficiencies. Teachers will use formative data to
determine student needs. They will then provide one-on-one and/or small group instruction in
the areas of phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, and comprehension based on the identified
student need. Teachers will work to close reading gaps and move students toward becoming
proficlent readers.
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Budget Developiment

The LEA Superintendent or his/her authorized fepresentaﬂve assures or certifies the foﬂowing:

The LEA will use GEER funds for activities outlined in the application and allowable under Section 18002(c) of
Division B of the CARES Act. The United States Department of Education does not expect administrative or executive

salaries and benefits for IHEs, SEAs, or the other education refated entlties referenced at Section 18002(c}{3) to be a
lawful purpose for GEER funds,

Total CARES Act - GEER Aliocation:
{NOTE: Make sure to include Equitable Services in the total)

$94,624.00

IPrqvifde a-detalied burdget to explain how GEER funds will be used ot the LEA ns Identified by data, needs

assassments, and other areas Impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.

34, Equitable Services |
Total Section A Allocation $0.00
Expense items Brief Description of Expense (tems (F“m:::n":’gbgl;:‘_': Tr:gram} Estim:::u::dget
Prm:iast::sd See Detalled Narrative in Section 2A N/A $0 .00
F::;::sé::t:l See Detailed Narrative In Section ZA N/A $0 . 00

3B. Equipping School Buses with WI-Fi Capabilities

Total Section B Allocation $20,817.00
Expense ltems Brief Description of Expense [tems (Functr:r:‘fg::ei?-!:igraml Estlm::;lu::ldget
Wi-FI Equipment | Kajeet Connact Prime data and hardwars included 1004148100 $20,817.00
indirect Costs
Other
{if applicable)
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3C. Additional Academle Supports to Bridge Learning and Achlevement Gaps

Total Sectlon C Allocatlon

$54,882,00
Expense [tems Brief Description of Expense [tams Funding Source Estimated Budget
{Function ~ Object - Program) Amount
Salaries
Benefits
[If applicable}
Classroom Supplias | I-Ready Assegsment for Reading and
{including grint ::Erlalsl Mathemafics 1160-41 1-1500/1200 $54,082.00
Transportation
{if spplicable}
Indirect Costs
Cthar
{if applicable)
3D. Before/After School Tutoring _
' Total Section D Allocation $18,925.00
Estl
Expense ltems Brief Description of Expense ltems Funding Source stimated Budget
{Function - Obje«ct - Frogram) Amount
Salaries Early Childnood/Elementary Cartified Teachers 2215-190-8220 $9,000.00
Benefits NiA 2215-220/230/240/250-6220 $1,811.00
{if applicable)
Classroom Supplies [ Notsbooks, Manlpulatives, Levelad Readers 1100-411-1600/4200 $5,114.00
(Including print materials}
Transportation | Bug Servioo for students 4190-199-1500/1200:4190-301-4800 $3,000.00
{if applicable) )
~ Indiract Costs NIA $0.00
Other
{If applicable)
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How will the LEA plan for implementation and measure Impact fai effectivenass for purchases Identified?

Sumter County School District will provide all enrolled students with access to a quality
education. Buses will be outfitted with WiFi in an attempt to enable better access to educational
resources throughout the district. Students will be administered the i-Ready Assessment in
reading and mathematics. This data will be used to assist in instructional decision making for
in-class instruction as well as before and after school futoring. Usage reports, a detailed
assessment schedule, and progress monitoring data will be used to measure the effectiveness of
the identified purchases. Sumter County School District has set a goal of student achlevement
increasing 5-10% from thelr initial diagnostic test scores to their end of the year scores in the
i-Ready Assessment system.

What Is the proposed v'timallne_fou:rwldlng services and assistance to students and staff?

August 2020 - Teacher preparation and WiFi installation; Provide community awareness
September 2020 - Student diagnostic testing and grouping

Cctober 2020 through May 2021 - Provide before and after achool fuforing opporiunities
March 2021~ Qutcome checkpoint

May 2021 - Assess outcomes

All services will concluded September 2022

ances and Certifications 3

The LEA Superintendent or hisfher authorized representative assures or certifies the following:

e The LEA that receives GEER funds will, to the greatast extent practicable, continue to pay its

employees and contractors durlng the period of any disruptions or closures refated to COViD-19 In

compliance with Section 18006 of Division B of the CARES Act.

« The LEA will comply with the maintenance of effort provision in Section 18008(a) of Division B of the

CARES Act absent walver by the Secretary pursuant to Sectlon 18008(bj thereof.

» The LEA will cooperate with any monitoring policies and/or procedures with regards to the
allowabllity of expenditures,

» The LEA will cooperate with any examination of records with respect to such funds by making records
available for inspection, production, and examination, and authorized Individuals for interview and

examination, upon request.
e The LEA will use GEER funds for purposes that are reasanable, necessary, and allocable under the

CARES Act.

®  The LEA will comply with the provisions of all applicable acts, regulations and assurances; the
provislons of Education Department General Administrative Regulations In 34 CFR Parts 75, 76, 77, 81,
82, 84, 86, 97, 98, and 99; the OMB Guidelines to Agencies on Governmentwide Debarment and
Suspansion {(Nonprocurement) in 2 CFR Part 180, as adopted and amended as regulations of the
Department in 2 CFR Part 3485; and the Uniform Administrative Reguirements, Cost Principles, and
Audit Requirements for Federal Awards in 2 CFR Part 200, as adopted and amended as regulations of
the Department In 2 CFR Part 3474,
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5. Sactlon 427 of the General Education Provisions Act Assurances
The LEA Superintendent or his/her authorized representotive assures or certifies the following:
{a) The purpose of this section is to assist the Department In implementing the Department’s misslon to ensure
equal access to education and to promote educational excellence throughout the Nation, by -

(1) ensuring equal opportunities to participate for all eligible students, teachers, and other program beneficlaries
in any project or activity carried out under an applicable program; and

(2) promoting the ability of such students, teachers, and beneficiaries to meet high standards.
{b) The Secretary shall require each applicant for assistance under an applicable program {other than an individual)
to develop and describe in such applicant's application the steps such applicant proposes to take to ensure equitable
access to, and equitable participation in, the project or activity to be conducted with such assistance, by addressing
the speclal needs of studants, teachers, and other program beneflciaries in order to overcome barrlers to equitable
participation, including barriers based on gender, race, color, national origin, disability, and age.
{c) The Secretary may estzbiish criteria and provide technlcal assistance for meeting the requirements of this
section,

{d) Nothing in this section shall be construed to alter in any way the rights or responsibllities established under the .

What steps does the LEA propose to take to permit students, teachers, and other program benefitiaries to
overcome barriers {including barriers based on gender, race, color, national origin, disabllity, and age) that impede
equal access to, or participation in, the program?

The Sumter County School District will make avaliable ali reasonable accommodations to insure
equitable access to students, teachers, and program beneficlaries. Teachers, students, and
community stakeholders will be provided with awareness training concerning the obtained WIFi
resources. Accomimodations will be made, based on the needs of those involved, to provide
equitable access and usage of the academic supports. Transportation will be provided to and
from before and after school tutoring on an as needed basis. Additional accommodations will be
provided as needed.
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B. Section 442 of the General Education Provisions Act Assurances

The LEA Superintendent or his/her authorized representative assures or certifles the following:

(a) Each local educatlonal agency which participates in an applicable program under which Federal funds are made
available to such agency through a State agency or board shall submit to such agency or board a general application
Jcontainlng the assurances set forth in subsection (b). The application shall caver the participation by that local
educational agency In all such programs,

{b) The general application submitted by a local education agency under subsection (a) shall set forth assurances

(1) that the local educational agency will administer each program by the appilication in accordance with all
applicable statutes, regulations, program plans, and applications;

{2) that the control of funds provided to the focal educational agency under each program, and tile to property
acquired with those funds, will be in a public agency and that a public agency will administer those funds and
property;

{3) that the local educational agency will use fiscal control and fund accounting procedures that will ensure
proper disbursement of, and accounting for, Federal funds paid to that agency under each program;

(4) that the local educational agency will make reports to the State agency or board and to the Secretary as may
reasonably be necessary to enable the State agency or board and the Secretary to perform their duties and that the
locat educational agency will maintaln such records, including the records required under section 443, and provide
access to those records, as the State agency or board or the Secretary deem necessary to perform their duties;

(5) that the local educational agency will provide reasonable opportunities for the participation by teachers,
parents, and other interested agencles, organizations, and individuals in the planning for and operation of each
program;

{6) that any application, evaluation, perlodic program plan or report relating to each program will be made
readlly available to parents and other members of the general public;

{7) that in the case of any project involving construction -~

{A) the project is not inconsistent with overall State plans for the constructlon of school facilities, and

{B} in developing plans for construction, due consideration will be given to excellence of architecture and
design and to compliance with standards prescribed by the Secretary under section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 in order to ensure that facllities constructed with the use of Federal funds are
accessible to and usable by Individuals with disabilities;

(8) that the local educational agency has adopted effective procedures for acquiring and disseminating to
teachers and administrators participating in each program significant information from educational rasearch,
demonstrations, and similar projects, and for adopting, where appropriate, promising educational practices
developed through such projects; and

{9) that none of the funds expended under any applicable program will be used to acquire equipment {including
computer software) in any instance in which such acquisition results in a direct financtal benefit to any organization
representing the interests of the purchasing entity or its employees or any affiliate of such an organization,

{c) A general application submitted under this section shall remain in effect for the duration of the program it
covers. The State agencles or boards administering the programs covered by the application shall not require the
submission or amendment of such application unless required by changes in Federal or State law or by other
signlficant change in the clrcumstances affecting an assurance in such application.

Pope 11 of 12






