
Grade 7 Summer Reading Assignment 

For your summer reading project you will be required to read one text, either fiction or non-fiction, 
based on your reading level and of your choosing.  Please select a text that you haven’t read before.  
Attached is a list of possible options and a link to the Governor’s Summer Reading Challenge suggested 
reading list.  These resources may assist your search.  After you read, complete the task below. 
 

Your School Library Needs Your Review! 

When items are purchased online from companies such as Barnes and Noble and Amazon, the 

organization invites customers to review their new products.  Imagine that you bought your summer 

reading book through one of these sites. Write a review that will help your school library media 

specialist decide whether or not to purchase this book for your school. 

Companies provide guidelines for its reviewers such as the following: 

● Include the "why": The best reviews include not only whether you liked or disliked a product 

[book], but also why. Feel free to make comparisons with related products [books] you’ve 

experienced. 

● Be specific: Your review should be relevant to the product [book] you’re reviewing and focus on 

specific features or your experience.  

● Not too short, not too long. 

● Be sincere: We welcome your honest opinion about the book. Be sure to support your opinion. 

 

YOUR ASSIGNMENT: 

Keeping these criteria in mind, write a review of the book you read. Your goal is to influence the 

library media specialist to purchase this book or not.  

1. Include the title of the book (underlined) and the author. 

2. Begin with a brief summary of the book. Remember not to include the ending.  

3. Be sure to discuss the book’s theme or central idea. Be sure to include text evidence to 

support/explain your theme/central idea. 

4. Use at least three specific examples from the text as you explain why you did or did not 

like the book.    

5. On a scale of 1-5 stars, rate your book.  5 stars=highly recommended to 1 star=not worth 

reading. 



You may hand write your review or type it. Your work will be scored using the attached rubric, and will 

count toward your Trimester 1 grade. It is due to your English-Language Arts teacher on September 7, 

2018. 

 



 

Governor’s Reading Challenge text suggestions:  http://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/CTRead/Grade-7---Grade-8.pdf?la=en 

http://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/CTRead/Grade-7---Grade-8.pdf?la=en


Name: __________________________________________________ 

Book Review 

Title: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Author: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Color in the number of stars you would give this book.  



Summer Reading Assignment Rubric 
 3 2 1 0 

Brief Summary Gives sufficient 
evidence of key 
events in text in 
an organized 
manner 

Gives some 
evidence of key 
events in text in 
an organized 
manner 

Gives limited 
evidence of key 
events in text that 
may or may not be 
organized  

Does not include 
summary 

Theme/        
Central Idea 

Gives sufficient 
evidence to 
determine 
theme/central 
idea 

Gives some 
evidence to 
determine 
theme/central 
idea 

Gives limited 
evidence to 
determine 
theme/central 
idea 

Does not include 
theme/central 
idea 

Opinion (this 
should be the 
largest part of 
your review) 

Gives at least 3 
relevant/specific  
examples from 
text to support 
opinion 

Gives at least 2 
relevant/specific  
examples from 
text to support 
opinion 

Attempts to 
provide 
relevant/specific  
examples from 
text to support 
opinion 

Does not include 
relevant/specific 
examples from 
text to support 
opinion OR does 
not include 
opinion 

Conventions: 
 
∙ correct sentence 
formation, 
punctuation, 
capitalization, 
grammar usage, and 
spelling 

The response 
demonstrates a 
strong command 
of conventions  
 
 

The response 
demonstrates an 
adequate 
command of 
conventions  
 
 

The response 
demonstrates a 
partial command 
of conventions  
 
 

The response 
demonstrates 
little or no 
command of 
conventions 
 
 

 

Total points: ___ /12 

 

 

 


