AP Micro-Economics Handbook

Social Science Department, Don Lugo High School

Mr. Highstreet

Fall Semester 2019-20

Course Description

AP Econ is a fast paced college-level course that focuses on the decision making of individuals, businesses, and the government. Students will study a variety of economic theories and analyze their practical application in the real world. 

This yearlong course will cover both microeconomics and macroeconomics. Micro focuses on the supply and demand for products, the labor markets, and the role competition plays in a free market system. Macro focuses on the economy as a whole, including economic measures, economic growth, fiscal policy, monetary policy, and international economics. Student are expected to take both AP exams in May. 

This class will prepare you for college and potentially allow you to earn 6 university credits upon passing both AP exams. Extensive math skills are not required; however, the ability to analyze graphs and charts is essential.

Unit 1: Basic Economic Concepts 8-14%
Unit 2: Supply, Demand, and Consumer Choice 20-30%
Unit 3: Costs of Production and Perfect Competition 15-25%
Unit 4: Imperfect Competition 15-25%
Unit 5: Resource Market 10-18%
Unit 6: Market Failures and Government Involvement 12-18%
Course Objectives
1. Students will be able to apply ECONOMIC ANALYSIS to a variety of real world situations to improve their personal and civic decision-making skills.

2. Students will prepare for their future educational and career goals by meeting COLLEGE-LEVEL EXPECTATIONS and practicing skills for life-long success

3. Students will develop a sense of community and MAKE their senior year their best year of high school.

Policies

Materials/Books:

1. Besides bringing the obvious pen or pencil, colored pencils, highlighters, and a calculator (not your phone) will come in handy.  We have a class set of textbooks that will be in class.  Failure to bring in print outs via the class website will result in loss of points!  Make sure that you are prepared!
Various Policies:

1. Plagiarism:  If at any time you submit something to me which is not your own, a zero will be given for the assignment.

2. Bathroom Passes:  3 passes maximum can be used throughout the semester at 5 points each.  Students may cash any non-used passes in, as extra credit.

3. If students have Ipods, cell phones, & any other electronic device out, or distracting others during class, it will be confiscated & turned into a Vice Principal’s Office, starting on the first offence.  It will be the parent’s responsibility to pick them up.  I will also have an automated phone call home that will follow.  No earphones or vibrating phones will be tolerated in class!
Parental Contact:
1. Parents feel free to contact me anytime via phone or email, throughout the semester.  (Email is preferred!)
2. Please double check my “Late work policy” below!
3. If your 1st contact with me is the last 6 weeks of the semester, do not expect a grade increase.  “I didn’t know my son/daughter was failing” is NOT a valid excuse in my class.  Grade notification consists of: 2 progress reports sent home every 6 weeks along with my grades being updated daily on the internet.  You will also receive random automated phone calls home.
Grading Policy:
Assessments (60%):

Unit Tests are 50% and Quizzes are 20%
All tests dates are listed on the class website.  If a student is absent for a test day, he/she will take the test on the next school day.  Please see dates and deadlines, listed on the class website.  Quizzes have a value of 5 to 10 points and could occur daily, to assess how well the students are grasping the information, or to check for understanding following a night of a reading assignment.  Any attempt at cheating will result in a grade of zero and cannot be made up, along with immediate removal from the class.
Debate/Projects are 10%
10% of your semester grade will be a required debate for all students.  The written portion of the debate must be submitted online (www.turnitin.com) and also a hard copy of it is due at the beginning of the period, the following day in which it is due.  If a student is absent/late for the oral presentation, no make-up is possible; since the debate will be done within a group setting (You will receive an individual grade, not a group grade).  Thus, if any part of the project is missing (oral or written), the student cannot make it up…NO EXCEPTIONS!  Students must dress in business attire (ties, slacks, dress, skirt) or points will be lost.  If you don’t have nice attire, plan ahead now!

Community Participation is 10%
You will be graded based on credit/no credit, with a possibility of 1 re-write.  You will need to attend a school board or city council meeting and take a picture of yourself inside the meeting room with a copy of that nights agenda (show me the picture the NEXT DAY).  You will need to write a short summary of an issue that was addressed and how it applies to you.  You will need to submit the write-up via www.turnitin.com within 1 week of attending the meeting.
Homework (40%):
Problem Sets 25% and Participation 15%
·  Problem sets are essentially take home tests that require you to explain & apply the concepts discussed in your class & in your book.  
· Each problem set will contain at least 2 Free Response Questions (FRQs) similar to those given on the AP Exam.

· Problem sets are to be typed, double-spaced, 12 font size, with reasonable margins.  Special cases will be excused upon request.

· Participation encompasses other assignments added throughout the unit, extra credit, and positive/negative classroom participation.  Participation in class is a vital part of the learning process.  Points will be lost for the failure of not having materials in class, behavioral problems, being off-task while working in groups, not being prepared, lack of verbal participation in class discussions, along with any other situation in which I feel hinders the learning process of yourself and others.  Remember, in college and in life, your ability to effectively communicate and participate in an intelligent manor will be crucial to your success.

Daily work/homework:

1. ALL STUDENT NOTES/WORKSHEETS MUST BE DOWNLOADED (TYPED) & BROUGHT TO CLASS daily!  Also, the use of the Don Lugo computer lab can be used before and after school, for $0.10 per page.  Therefore the excuse of, “I didn’t have access to a computer,” will not be accepted!  
2. PARENTS:  Many of your students have friends that will be happy to print out the unit packets for them.  Computers & printers are available at the Chino Branch Library in downtown Chino offer 3 hours of free computer & WiFi use daily.
3. Students must bring the printed out packets to class blank!!!  The printouts will be completed in class or for homework after we’ve gone over the information.
4. There will be a wide variety of assignments including, but not limited to:  Reading assignments, outlines, essay questions, group projects, simulations, videos, etc.

5. Anyone caught copying finished work will lose all the points for that particular assignment, plus the assignment will not be able to be made up.

6. ALL HOMEWORK/PROJECTS, TESTS, ETC. WILL HAVE POSTED DUE DATES ON THE CLASS WEBSITE.

Essay Papers/Research Projects:
These types of projects will have detailed information about the required elements, time frames, etc.  Any paper or project turned in late will be penalized the same as any other assignment (50% credit).  These assignments cannot be made up!  A late project is a project that is not turned in at the beginning of the period, on the day in which it is due.  Students will not be allowed to go to the library, another classroom, etc. during the period in which the project is due, to print it out.  If you do have printer issues, email me your project, prior to the due date, and as soon as the printer problem is fixed, turned in the exact same project that was emailed to me.
Make-up & Late Classwork:

1. It is the student’s responsibility to get the work from the class website.

2. Missed group work cannot be made up.
3.  LATE CLASSWORK WILL RECEIVE A MAXIMUM GRADE OF 50%, PERIOD!  If it is important to you, you will do it on time.  It is not fair to others who sacrifice, to get their work done on time (concept of opportunity cost).

4.  Full credit will be given to any classwork made up at Saturday Academy.

Videos:
On a few occasions, I will show a clip of a movie, TV show, or news broadcast from the internet or cable (History Channel, etc.), to give students a current and accurate account of the subject that we are studying.  The movie may contain graphic scenes and/or adult content, but will provide an excellent example of history/government/economics while covering the curriculum and CA State Standards.  Class presentations will be recorded as examples for future classes.  By signing this syllabus, you are giving permission for me to record your child as well as allowing your son/daughter to watch the particular show.  If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact me at 591-3902 ext.4509, or email me at www.donlugo.com.  

Class Website:


www.donlugo.com. Once you are on my class website you will be able to find class assignments, homework, announcements, economic links, and files to download & print out.  All due dates will be posted on the website daily.

Turning work in via www.turnitin.com:

Many assignments throughout the semester will be required to be turned in on turnitin.com.  Many other classes, in many different subject areas use this website as well.  If internet access is not available at home, the school, city library, and friends are a solution to turning in an assignment on-time.  No hard copies will be accepted in place of submitting online!  Failure to turn the assignment in on-time will incur the usual late penalties.

Please fill out this sheet completely and return it to Mr. Highstreet.  The rest of the class policies, requirements, and expectations are available on the class website at:  www.donlugo.com for your personal reference.
Last Name:





  Period:


First Name:






I have read the Classroom Policies and Requirements and agree to abide by each item.  It is understood that for me to succeed in school, I must have the cooperation and assistance of my parents (guardians), as well as my teacher.  If I need help, I will not hesitate to contact my teacher as well as my parents (guardians) before it is too late to affect my accomplishment.  My teacher has assured me that he will do everything within his authority to see that I succeed.

Parent/Guardian Name:








Parent/Guardian Signature:









Student Signature:









Mother’s email address:








Father’s email address:









Student's email address:








Comments or any other info I need to know about regarding your child and his or her learning needs:
Grading Policy:


100%-90% = A


89-80 = B


79-70 = C


69-60 = D


55% and below is an F





Extra credit assignments are at the discretion of the teacher & is only given out to the entire class,


not the individual!








