Chapter 1:  Lesson 3 Notes: How Archaeologists Study the Past…
	
	

	1.   How do archaeologists study the past?
	They find clues digging through dirt looking for bones and other evidence from the past.  They often find artifacts and fossils.


	2. What are artifacts?
	Artifacts= human made objects such as tools, toys, pottery, writing tablets, etc…


	3. What are fossils?
	Fossils= remains of early life preserved in the ground.

	
	

	4. What do anthropologists study?
	They study culture, the way people lived, beliefs, language and activities.

	5. According to archaeologists, who were the earliest humans?
	A. hominids=creatures who walk on 2 feet.
B. Australopithecine= “Southern Ape”=creature who lived from 4.5 million-1 million B.C.      Learned to walk upright (like humans) in East Africa.  Looked like a chimpanzee.  Had a small brain, long arms, short legs, and a large belly.  “LUCY” skeleton discovered in 1974 by Donald Johanson. 
C. Homo Habilis=”man of skills”.  Lived 2.5 million-1.5 million B.C. Used stone tools. Similar in structure to Australopithecine, but had larger brains.

D. Homo Erectus=”upright man”.  Lived 1.6 million-250,000 B.C.  Made fire.  Were tall and muscular.  Had slim hips, long legs, smooth skin, and sweat to cool themselves.
E. Homo Sapiens=”wise man”. Lived 400,000B.C. to present day.  Smaller faces than previous.  Eyebrow ridges are smaller.  Larger low jaws and chins.  Large human sized brains.  Less muscular than other hominids. As modern humans we are Homo Sapiens.  One type of Homo Sapiens were called Cro-Magnons.  They migrated from Africa to Europe and Asia.



	6.   Draw a timeline showing    the time order of the hominids.
	

	7. What are the 3 phases of the Stone Age and what are the characteristics of each age?
	A.  Paleolithic (The Old Stone Age) 2.5 million to 8000 B.C.  Homo Habilis, Erectus, and Homo Sapiens lived during this.   Humans were hunters/gatherers.  Made and used stone tools for cutting. 

B. Mesolithic (The Middle Stone Age) 10,000-6,000 B.C.  Erectus and Sapiens lived.  Developed thread, harpoons, and spears. Controlled fire. Developed language

C. Neolithic (The New Stone Age) 8,000-3,000B.C.  Only Homo Sapiens lived.  Polished stone tools, made pottery, started farms, raised animals, and settled in villages.  Because people were now able to grow their own food and animals, this age ended wandering from place to place..  

	
	

	
	Chapter 1 Lesson 4 Notes:  How Historians Study the Past.

	
	

	
	

	 1. Why do we study history?
	To learn about the past and how it affects us today.

	
	

	2. What is a Historian?
	A person who studies history in attempt to examine past events, find patterns, examine causes and effects to find out what happened. They attempt to see the past through the eyes of the people who lived it.

	3. What questions do historians ask?
	How have groups or societies interacted?
How have leaders ruled?

How have belief systems developed and changed?

How have societies protected their people?

How are societies similar and different?

	4. What methods do historians use to help them answer their questions about the past?
	A. Primary Source = something written or created by a person who witnessed a historical event.  They include: letters, diaries, eyewitness articles, videotapes, speeches, photos, and human made artifacts.  Ex: The Rosetta Stone pg. 41
B. Secondary Source = written after a historical event by people who did not witness the event.  Books, paintings, media reports based on primary sources but appear after the event.  Sometimes these provide a more balanced viewpoint.  Ex: This textbook.
C. Oral History =The unwritten verbal accounts of events including stories, customs, and songs that a culture has told and passed down from generation to generation.

	5. How are historian’s like detectives?
	They have to sift through evidence and draw conclusions.  Sometimes what historian’s believe to be true, turns out false.  Evidence must support.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


  Summary: 
