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Clinton Middle School
        Student Handbook

                2018-2019
                Students are expected to read and be familiar with all policies in the handbook.

CONTINUOUS NOTIFICATION OF NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY STATEMENT
It is the policy of the Clinton Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, religion, creed, age (for employment), marital status (for programs), sexual orientation, gender identity and socioeconomic status (for programs) in its educational programs and its employment practices. There is a grievance procedure for processing complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance related to this policy please contact the district’s Equity Coordinators:

Wes Golden





Dave Bloom

Equity Co-Chair




Equity Co-Chair

1401 12th Ave North




1401 12th Ave North

Clinton, IA





Clinton, IA

563 243-9600 x50




563 243-9600 x26

wgolden@clintonia.org



dbloom@clintonia.org 

REQUIRED PUBLICATIONS FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS

There are "Required Publications" that all parents/guardians have a right to know and keep for future reference. Since many people would rather access these documents electronically and do not utilize the paper copy, we are no longer printing for all parents. Instead, these documents are available on the District’s website at www.clinton.k12.ia.us  under the "Schools" tab. However, if you would prefer a printed copy of these publications, please contact the school office your student attends or the Clinton Administration Center, 1401 12th Avenue North, Clinton for a copy. The "Required Publications" are the same for all students in our district.
PHYSICAL OR SEXUAL ABUSE COMPLAINTS OF A STUDENT BY A SCHOOL EMPLOYEE
The Clinton Community School District has adopted the Chapter 102 policies and procedures that detail investigations of an allegation of physical or sexual abuse of a student by an employee.  If you suspect possible child or sexual abuse by a school employee, please report it to the building principal. 

The following people have been appointed as Level 1 investigators for the 2018-19 school year:

Wes Golden, David Bloom, Cindy McAleer, Scott Clark, Jeff Weaver, Gregg Cornilsen, Kelly Wright, Rhett Weiss, Brian Kenney, Theresa Shultz, Kristi Cooley, Dan Boyd, Deb Sass, JR Kuch, Jamie Schroeder and Andrew Prinson. 
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We ARE CMS!
MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Clinton Community School District is to educate all students to their highest level of achievement through an engaging curriculum in a caring community. 
ABSENCES
Attending school every day helps provide students with opportunities to be successful learners.  However, if for any reason students cannot be at school, we request parents/guardians call and inform school of the absence.  Please call the 24 hour attendance line at 242-9379.   When leaving a message regarding an absence, please make sure to identify yourself and then include the date of the student’s absence, the student’s name, and the reason for the absence.
If parents/guardians have not made a call validating a student’s absence by 10:00 am the office will contact the parent’s/guardian to verify the student’s absence from school.  It is our goal to inform parents when students are not in school.  Please be sure your voicemail is set up to receive messages.  
For students to reach their best academic potential students need to attend school and be prepared to learn.
When a student exceeds 10 days of absences, parents/guardians will receive notification from the school. Any absences exceeding 10 days will be referred to the School Resource Officer (SRO) for truancy when acceptable documentation is not provided.  Letters will be sent to the parents of the student upon decision of school administration if they deem attendance is of concern. If it is not possible for parents to reach school by phone when students are absent, students should bring a note from their parent or guardian to the office upon their return to school.  Please have the note include the following: date(s) of student’s absence, the reason for the absence, and a parent’s/guardian signature.
Progression to handle Truancy:
3 tardies = 1 unexcused absence
5 days unexcused: Dean of Students will call home and letter will be sent.
7 days unexcused: Parent required at ACM (6th) 7th and 8th Admin calls home and letter is sent.
10 days unexcused: A letter sent from County Attorney’s Office for truancy mediation meeting.
11 days unexcused: Recommendation through SRO for truancy charges.
Board Policies:  501.9; 501.10; 501.10R1; 501.11

ACTIVITIES & ATHLETICS
As River Kings and Queens, students are encouraged to become actively involved in activities outside of the instructional day.  A strong effort is made by the school staff to schedule practices and events to avoid schedule conflicts.  Therefore, students are limited in participation only by their own interest and energy. All middle school River Kings and Queens may involve themselves in yearbook, drama, band, variety show, and special interest clubs during their middle school years.  Special clubs include:  After School Program, Archery Club, Art Club, Board Game Club, Book Club, Bowling Club, Camp 6cess, Civics Quiz Bowl, Critter Club, Diversity Club, Drama, Flag Crew, Holiday Dance (7th & 8th), Jazz Band, KCMS News, Lego/Robotics Club, Leo’s Club, PTA Reflections, Sewing Club, Sign Club, Ski Trip, Special Olympics, Speech Club, Student Ambassadors, Student Council, Intramural Tennis, Variety Show, Weight Training, Year Book    
Co-ed Cross Country --- Volleyball --- Football --- Wrestling --- Girls Basketball --- Boys Basketball    Co-ed Swimming --- Girls/Boys Track and Field
In order to participate as a 7th/ 8th grader in the competitive athletic programs, students and their parents/guardians must agree and sign:

· District Good Conduct Code set of behavior standards that student will follow
· Physical exam by his or her family doctor or other medically approved provider, or the school district offers an opportunity for physicals held at Clinton High School in the spring.  Most physicals cost $10-$15.
· Medical consent form and validation of insurance for their student-athletes.  
· Concussion Form Student Uniform/equipment agreement form

· CMS Athletics expectation form
All forms are available on the CMS website under athletics or can be picked up in the school office.  All forms must be turned into the secretary located in the main office.  Once the student has ALL forms turned in, they will receive an athletic “WHITE CARD” which indicates to their coach that they are ready to begin practice with the team.   Students should complete all expectations and have their white card before the first day of practice.
Board policy 504.6
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Daily announcements share the highlights of school activities and events for the day. Students wishing to submit announcements are asked to do so in writing, signed by a staff member, and approved by Administration prior to the announcement being shared with CMS.  

Club advisors and coaches should email announcements to the building secretary in charge of announcements by 8:00 a.m. to be included in the morning announcements.  To preserve educational time announcements will be presented at 8:30 a.m. each morning and limited to 8 minutes.
Each classroom teacher is expected to maintain a quiet classroom during announcements.

ASSEMBLY CONDUCT
Assemblies will be scheduled throughout the school year.  Assemblies are designed to provide educational experiences as well as promote school pride and spirit.  Participation in assemblies is a privilege and participation is based upon students demonstrating the expected behaviors to represent themselves and CMS.  Staff and administration may deny a student’s involvement if they do not meet the standards for participation.  All students are expected to move to the assembly with staff and sit quietly and respectfully in the designated areas.   Student’s behavior will model respect and responsibility during the assembly and extend the proper courtesies to those involved in the presentation.  At the conclusion of the presentation, students will remain seated until dismissed.  Appropriate behavior will be expected.  Students may be dismissed if they do not demonstrate respect and responsibility. 
Board Policy 503.1
AUTHORIZATION FOR PUBLICITY PURPOSES
Parents who do NOT want their child’s directory information (including but not limited to name, address, telephone number, grade) or photograph published are to indicate this when they register their child online prior to the beginning of the school year when registering their students(s) or contact the administration center if changes are needed after that.  There is a check box for parents/guardians to indicate their preference when registering on the parent portal.  This also includes having your student’s name in the media for the Honor Roll. For more information, please refer to Student Records Policy and School Publications Policy in the Required Publications Section at the end of this handbook. 
Board Policies 506.2; 506.2E1; 506.2R1

BALLOONS, FLOWERS, DELIVERIES ETC.
Celebration of special events is important.  Parents and guardians may want to recognize students’ special events and birthdays, unfortunately balloons and flowers delivered to school for students distract from student learning.  If you choose to have such items delivered to school, these items may be delivered to the main front office.  Students will be notified of the arrival and asked to come to the office after school hours to pick up their balloons/flowers to be taken home that school day. 

BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL HELP
Teachers can be available for special help before and after school.  Students should check with their teachers to identify the times teachers are available (teachers may have special meetings, coaching etc.).  Students are asked to obtain a written pass and share it with a commons/cafeteria supervisor between 7:30 am and the start of the school day. Students are expected to communicate with staff to arrange additional academic time to support their learning.
        BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS - CHS FOOTBALL GAME

· Middle school students will sit in bleacher area on the south end alongside of the CHS band and student body.

· Students are asked to stay in this area unless sitting with parents. 

· Students will enter and exit on the south ramp.  Students should walk behind the grandstand bleachers to Section A.

· Students are asked to demonstrate positive sportsmanship by cheering and supporting the Kings throughout the game.

· CMS students are guests at CHS and your behavior should represent being respective, responsible, and a good sportsman. 

· Socialize in an appropriate manner, enjoy the game, your friends and represent yourself as a good citizen.

· Student ID’s are needed for admittance to the game. Cost is $5.00 without an activity pass. 

· Students will not be allowed to bring in bags, food, or drink into the game.

· It is a privilege for you to attend and participate – thanks for representing yourself, your family, and your school positively.
· HAVE FUN…..GO KINGS! 
Board Policy 503.1

BEHAVIOR PROGRESSION
See Respect Pg. #23 and Student Conduct Pg. #29
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Board Policies: 503.1R; 503.3R; 503.2; 503.3; 503.3R

BIKES-SKATEBOARDS-SCOOTERS-ROLLERBLADES-HOVERBOARDS
Students may ride bikes to school. All bikes must be parked and locked in the bike rack located at the southeast corner of CMS.  Bikes will remain in the bike rack from the time students arrive at school until the time the students go home at the end of their day.  Bikes are to be parked and locked in the bike rack.
For safety reasons, skateboards, roller-blades, scooters are not allowed on CCSD/ Middle School property during school or school activity hours.  Middle school students are not allowed to ride mopeds to school.
For safety and security reasons, it is necessary that students at the middle school level not be allowed to drive mopeds or other vehicles to school.  There is a district-wide regulation which specifically prohibits students in grade 8 and below from driving any type of motorized vehicle to or from school for the regular school day or for school activities or practices, including electric scooters.

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH
Breakfast is available each morning from 7:15 to 8:30 at the middle school. When school is delayed, breakfast will NOT be served.
Students have a 30-minute lunch period each day.  At CMS students will have a variety of food options available to them.  Daily there will be a main line entrée (designated as school lunch on menu-published on school website and Clinton Herald), ethnic line (spaghetti, tacos, etc) deli, and salad bar.  Two times a week pizza will be available as an entrée selection.  Milk, water, as well as an additional entrée or second lunch will also be available at designated cost.  Food brought into the school from outside restaurants is discouraged.   Students are allowed to bring their own sack lunch.  Students are discouraged from including pop in their lunches.  Students are not to bring food to ‘share’ during lunch.
Any students without a school ID will have to go to the end of the lunch line.

Students must remain on the school campus during lunchtime unless special permission is arranged with administration.  
Students are assigned an identification number (ID) to be used while a student is in the district.  Bar codes are printed on a student’s ID and are used to purchase lunch via a scanner. The food service staff at the middle school works hard to meet the recommended food groups and ensure a well-balanced meal for the students.  
Elementary students at CMS for Band on Tuesday and Friday and Orchestra on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday are able to eat breakfast at 6:45.
Board Policies: 710.1; 710.2; 710.3; 710.4; 710.5; 710.6
BUSES AND BUS BEHAVIOR
         TRANSPORTATION……IT IS A PRIVILEGE

Each transported student has the right to a safe and enjoyable ride to and from school which is free from intimidation, threat, or harassment.  Good conduct of all transported students while traveling to and from school is primary for a safe and enjoyable ride for all students.

The Clinton Community School District has established student behavior guidelines which apply to all transported students while on the school bus.  Each student, as well as his or her parents or guardians, is responsible for the behavior of that student while on the bus.

Transportation service is a privilege that is granted to the student contingent upon the exhibition of proper behavior according to District guidelines.  A student’s eligibility to ride the school bus may be suspended or revoked for a violation of school bus safety or conduct policies or for violation of any other law or policy governing student conduct on a school bus.  Revocation of a student’s bus riding privileges is not considered an exclusion, expulsion, or suspension from school. Parents of transported students will be held responsible for their children until such times as the student boards the school bus in the morning and after the child leaves the bus at the end of the school day. Parents also share responsibility with the child for his or her conduct while on the school bus and while in the school bus loading or unloading areas. 

Students who are involved in serious or repeated incidents of unacceptable student conduct on the school bus will have their riding privileges suspended or revoked. The parents or guardian of a student suspended from transportation is responsible for ensuring that the student travels safely to and from school. The School District will not provide alternative transportation to a student whose transportation privileges have been suspended or revoked. Decisions regarding special education students will take into account related disabilities and individuals education requirements pertaining to transportation.

All persons riding in school district vehicles shall adhere to the following expectations.  The driver, sponsor or chaperones are to follow the school bus discipline procedure for student violations of this policy. Video cameras may be in operation on the school buses.

1.  Bus riders shall be at the designated loading point 5 to 10 minutes before the bus arrival time.

2.  Bus riders will remove book bag from their back and put it on their lap or by their feet on floor.

3.  Bus riders shall wait to enter or exit the bus, until it comes to a complete stop and stop arm is activated. Students shall refrain from crowding or pushing. They should exit the bus in an orderly fashion.

4.  Aisles must be kept cleared at all times.

5.  A bus rider will depart from the bus at the designated point unless written permission or a phone call is made to the transportation or school office.

6.  A rider will be assigned a seat by the driver.

7.  Riders who damage seats or other equipment will reimburse the district for the cost of the repair or replacement. 

8. Classroom conduct is to be expected by students while riding the bus except for ordinary conversations. 

9.  Mutual respect will be demonstrated by all riders.

10.  A bus rider who must cross the roadway to board or depart from the bus shall pass in front of the bus and proceed to cross the road or highway only on signal from driver.

11. NO FOOD OR DRINK allowed on the bus with the exception of water.

12. Electronic devices may be used under following conditions

    A. Volume will be turned off and ear buds will be used.  No pictures or recording is allowed while on the school bus. 
These expectations shall be reviewed and revised by the Director of Transportation and the building principals. The Director of Transportation shall distribute the expectations to drivers, students and principals annually. The building principals shall assist in informing students and families of the rules and their enforcement. Rules will also be available on the district website.

Violation of the expectation of student conduct:

A.  The bus driver is responsible for the safety of the bus passengers and their orderly conduct. The driver has authority to warn, reprimand, and report students who violate the rules. More serious punishment of a student violating the rules is the responsibility of the building principal. If an emergency results from the extreme misconduct of a student or students which seriously threatens the safety of the remaining passengers, the driver will contact the transportation office for assistance as necessary and appropriate.  

B.  Students who do not conduct themselves according to the rules shall be subject to a progression of discipline. Final discretion will be up to the building principal. Depending on the degree of misconduct, the progression of discipline shall be.

1.  1st violation-parent contact- Reteach expectations to student. 

2.  2nd violation-parent contact- Contract with student. 

3.  3rd violation-parent contact- Loss of riding privileges.

4.  4th violation- parent contact-Extended loss of riding privileges.

C.  A written violation referral is issued by the bus driver. The violation referral will be completed and turned in to the building principal the same day. If violation occurs during p.m. route, violation will be turned into transportation office scanned and sent to building principal by the end of the day. The building principal is responsible for informing students and parents / guardians.  The Transportation Director is to be notified by the principal of the building of the action that was taken.

D.  On district trips the bus driver and adult chaperones shall cooperate to assure safety of the trip and of other passengers. If a student persists in behavior, they shall make a full report and will notify the building principal of appropriate discipline.      
Board Policies: 711.2; 711.2R1
BUS VIDEO USE
The Clinton Community School District Board of Directors has authorized the use of video cameras on school district buses.  The video cameras will be used to monitor student behavior, to maintain order on the school buses and to promote and maintain a safe environment.  Students and parents are hereby notified that the content of the videotapes may be used in a student disciplinary proceeding.  The content of the videotapes are confidential student records and will be retained with other student records.  Videotapes will only be retained if necessary for use in a student disciplinary proceeding or other matter as determined necessary by the administration.  
Board Policy: 711.2R2
CARE OF SCHOOL MATERIALS & EQUIPMENT

A variety of school-owned materials & equipment will be available for student use.  It is the student’s responsibility to care for these materials and maintain them in good condition.  Media Center/Library materials will be checked out according to the Library policies and returned in good condition on or before the due date.

If school materials or equipment are lost, stolen, damaged, or destroyed beyond the anticipated normal wear and tear, students will be held responsible to pay for the repair or cost of replacement.  Examples of undue damages include alteration of computer mice, keyboards, and screens of computers or tablets.  Fees will be assessed through the office and teacher.  The fines assessed to a student will become part of their student fees and will follow them to high school.
Board Policies: 502.2; 502.5; 504.1; 504.1R1
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COSMETICS
We have students who are very sensitive or allergic to cosmetic items such as cologne, nail polish, perfume, hair spray, etc., so students are expected to use in the appropriate manner.  If used in a classroom, hallway, lunchroom, or other school location inappropriately the items will be confiscated and held until a parent is available to pick the items up from school. 
COUNSELING/SUPPORT SERVICE
The middle school staff is concerned with doing what is BEST for their students and offers accessibility to guidance and to family support services.  Students should feel free to speak with any of the CMS staff members. Staff is available to support student needs. The purpose of the guidance program is to be of assistance to all students, families, and teachers and to make the educational process as effective as possible.  

Counseling services include academic and personal counseling, crisis intervention, referrals and coordination with agencies and professionals outside the school setting, and school testing programs.  The middle school works with outside social agencies who coordinate the services to meet the individual needs of our students and their families.

Board Policies:  607.1; 904.2; 502.9
CRIMINAL TRESPASS—IOWA CODE
If a student, parent/guardian, or visitor to CMS is not demonstrating appropriate behavior, they will be asked to leave school property.  Anyone entering or remaining upon or in property without justification may be guilty of ‘CRIMINAL TRESPASS’.  This also applies to students who are attending school off-site, suspended or expelled from any school in the Clinton Community School District.  Failure to comply may result in contacting the police department and include school disciplinary action.
Board Policies:  503.2; 503.3; 503.3R
CURRICULUM
The middle school curriculum is based upon the state adopted Iowa Core Curriculum. This curriculum consists of learning standards for language arts, math, science, and social studies. Exploratory classes: art, general music (8th) choir, PE/health, Computers, Technology, FCS – Family Consumer Science, IT – Industrial Technology, Project Lead The Way, Civics, and Writing will complete each student’s academic schedule. All middle school students have the opportunity to take their exploratory classes during a quarter.  Students in band will have band as one of their exploratory options each quarter. 
Special Education, guidance, and at-risk services are available for students at all grade levels. The middle school also has support services available through the School Resource Officer, AEA- psychologist, hearing, and speech, as well as in many classrooms through co-teacher, at-risk teacher and Para educator support. 
All students will be involved in academic enrichments and support through RTI (Response to Intervention). RTI is a time to provide academic enrichment and support.  Each grade level will support students through their grade level specific RTI process.
Board Policies:  602.1; 602.2; 602.3; 603.1; 605.1; 605.1R1; 605.2; 605.3; 605.3E1; 605.4
DETENTION POLICIES

When an afterschool detention is assigned, the student has that day and the next two days to serve.  Detentions are held from 3:35 to 4:00 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday and 1:35 to 2:00 on Wednesday.
	Detention Expectations

	Detentions served:

· 3:35-4:00     Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

· 1:35 -2:00    Wednesday

· Students need to be on time – students assigned to detention will be reminded at the end of the day

· Students will return to their lockers at the end of detention to get coats, book bags, and cell phones.

· Students must…..have work to do – sleeping is not allowed, be silent, no technology, stay in their assigned room the duration of the detention

· Failure to successfully follow detention room expectations will result in an office referral for insubordination. This detention must be served after school only and within 48 hours.  Failure to comply will lead to further discipline, which may include out of school suspension.
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Board Policies: 503.1; 503.1R; 503.3; 503.3R

DRESS CODE

Approved by PTSA, Parents and Staff of CMS

At our school, the goal of the dress code policy is to foster age appropriate dress code standards that promote respect, character, and reasonable levels of modesty in our working environment, our school.

The expectation is that our students follow the guidelines to assist in making acceptable clothing/accessory choices:

 
GENERAL GUIDELINES
· Students are expected to wear undergarments that are not in view at anytime.
· Head apparel such as hats, hoods, bandanas (only allowed as a headband), scarves, do-rags, etc. are not allowed in the building.  The only exceptions are for religious or medical purposes as approved by administration.*
· Sunglasses and non-prescription decorative contacts or glasses are not to be worn inside the building.*
· No sketches/writing on the body or clothing is allowed.
·  Accessories such as studded or spiked jewelry, tapers, pocket/wallet chains, face masks, and mouth pieces are not permitted. 
· Clothing or accessories (necklaces and bracelets) which promote the use of alcohol or drugs, profane or offensive language or pictures, imply inappropriate themes, or sexually inappropriate or racially biased material are not allowed at school.
· Students should not wear clothes worn for gym activities for the rest of the school day (if PE is last period and a student has practice following they will not be expected to change).
· No PJ pants and No slippers.

 

SHIRTS and DRESS TOPS
· Tank tops straps must be wide enough to ensure that bra straps are not exposed/visible.
· Spaghetti strap, halter, one strap and strapless tops are not allowed. 
· Thin or shear shirts must have a shirt underneath it so that undergarments do not show. 
· Racer back tank tops are acceptable as long as no undergarment is visible.
· All shirts must adequately cover the chest, sides, shoulders, and back (when arms are raised).
· Low cut attire is not allowed and absolutely no cleavage showing.

 

 SHORTS, SKIRTS, SKORTS, or DRESSES
· Shorts and skirts length must be longer than the bottom of the student’s hand when making a fist with arms extended down. 
·  Shorts and Skirts must not be too tight to restrict movement. 
· All pants and shorts must be worn so they do not drop low enough for undergarments to be shown.  Belts are required to be worn if a student’s pants will not stay on hips
· Fashion holes in pants cannot be above the short, skirt guidelines (mid-thigh). Wearing tights or leggings under the fashion jeans will be appropriate if the holes are below the fist when arms are extended down.
· Pajama/lounging pants are not allowed (exceptions for school approved dress up days).
· Tight clothing must have a shirt which meets the length guidelines. (Clothing tied around the waist is not acceptable for coverage)

 

If a student’s clothing is deemed inappropriate by administration, the student will be requested to make modifications.  If the student has clothing at school that meets the dress expectations he/she will be asked to change into the appropriate clothing.  If available, students may also be provided with alternate clothing to be worn. Students who do not have an appropriate change of clothing will not be allowed to return to class until they have met the expectations of the middle school dress code. 
The dress code expectations are specific to guide students to making clothing choices that meet the goals identified in the handbook. Student time in the classroom is only jeopardized by the clothing choices made by the student. Our goal is to have all students follow the expectations as identified in the handbook and as a result will translate to students being in class.

 It is always best to be proactive, so if you have any doubt in your mind that your clothing may be inappropriate for school that day – don’t wear it!

 

Repeat offenses or failure to comply with request to modify dress will result in consequences.  
Board Policy: 502.1 
ELECTRONIC DEVICES
STUDENT POSSESSION/USE OF CELLULAR TELEPHONES AND OTHER PORTABLE ELECTRONIC DEVICES

For the purpose of this policy “Portable Electronic Devices” is defined to include portable two-way

telecommunication devices, including but not limited to, cellular telephones and other hand-held

technology devices. Community School District students are permitted in authorized areas of the building

to display, activate, or use cellular telephones or other portable electronic devices (including, tablets,

laptop computers, MP3 players or any other electronic device) at any time during normal school hours

including outdoor or off-campus activities if it has been approved for use by a building administrator.

Students and parents should also be aware that the inappropriate use of such devices will lead to the

device being confiscated pending an investigation by school personnel and/or law enforcement.

Examples of inappropriate use include but are not limited to:

1. Taking or possessing pictures, audio, or videos of others without permission.

2. Even when permission is granted, when pictures, audio, or video sheds a negative

perception on students, staff, faculty, administration, or the school district.

3. Using electronic devices to harass others.

4. Sending inappropriate texts, pictures, or videos.

5. Spreading rumors or using devices in any manner which causes a disruption at

school.

6. Possessing lewd or obscene photos.

7. Attempting to bypass District filter and firewall.

Portable electronic devices are not to be activated or used during emergency drills or during emergencies

unless directly authorized by a school district administrator. Authorized instances might include: when a

student believes he/she is in imminent danger, needs to report a medical emergency, or other emergency

the he/she feels that the communication will assist.

Electronic devices are not to be used or visible during class time.

Clinton Community Schools reserves the right to bypass offense stages depending on the severity of the

infraction. The Superintendent will review and update revisions to the Board of Education as needed.

Legal Reference: Iowa Code §§ 279.8; 280.14 (2014).

Board Policy: 508.5 
EMERGENCY DRILLS

From time to time throughout the year it will be necessary to conduct fire, tornado, Lock Down, ALICE, and Intruder drills.  Students should be ready to respond when signals are given without waiting for instructions from the teacher:  teachers will appoint and post student leaders in their classes and practice the procedure for each emergency with each class of students.  Students should make sure they know in advance where they are to go in case of an emergency.  Posters with emergency procedures will be posted in all classrooms.  Drills prepare the students and staff for potential disaster/crisis.  
They serve as potential life savers in a real emergency; therefore, students need to take the drills seriously.  
Severe Weather Procedure at Dismissal:  When a severe weather warning is issued at dismissal time, it is the district’s policy to hold the students until the warning has expired.  Buses that have already picked up students will return to the nearest school building.
Board Policy: 507.5

EYE PROTECTIVE DEVICES
Every student and teacher in any public or nonpublic school shall wear industrial quality eye protection devices at all times while participating, and while in a room or other activity of a course which may subject the student or teacher to risk or hazard of eye injury from the materials or processes used in any of the following:

1) Industrial Technology shops or Science laboratories involving experience with any of the following:

a) Hot molten metals.

b) Milling, sawing, turning, shaping, cutting, grinding, or stamping of any solid materials.

c) Heat treatment, tempering or kiln firing of any metal or other materials.

d) Gas operated IT or science equipment.
e) Caustic or explosive materials.

2) Chemical or combined chemical-physical laboratories involving caustic or explosive chemicals or hot liquids or solids when risk is involved.  Visitors to such shops and laboratories shall be furnished with and required to wear the necessary safety devices while such programs are in progress.
3) Any other reason staff deems necessary.

It shall be the duty of the teacher or other staff supervising the students in identified courses to ensure that the students comply.  Any student failing to comply with such requirements may be removed from participation in the class.
FIELD TRIPS
Teachers may have the opportunity to extend the learning opportunities of their students beyond the classroom by sponsoring an educational standards based academic field trip. Field trips are educational and reinforce the Iowa Core Curriculum through the type of trip planned. Field trips at the middle school level may include museums, theaters, special exhibits/occasions, etc. and are planned to enrich the educational experiences of our students. It is an honor for students to represent the middle school on a field trip.  
The goal of the staff sponsoring academic field trips is to have all students participate. Staff will remind students of both the academic and social (behavioral) expectations they are to follow in a trial period prior to the field trip.  The expectations are realistic and attainable for all.  Staff will work with students to promote that the students meet the criteria for inclusion.  Students will be given a designated time frame to demonstrate their responsibility to meet the expectations prior to qualifying to participate on the field trip. Upon qualification for the trip, parents/legal guardians will be required to sign a form for their child to attend the field trip. 

It is important that all students understand the requirements to be eligible to participate in a field trip.  Our teachers will work very hard to help all students meet the participation criteria listed below. 
· Pass all classes with a grade of a C- or higher within 5 SCHOOL DAYS of the day before the trip date
· Receive or serving in school or out of school suspensions within 10 SCHOOL DAYS of the day before the trip date

· Must serve all assigned detentions by 4:00 pm the day before the field trip
· Must have all fines paid (ID & Library) by 4:00 pm the day before the field trip
· Complete and return the Field Trip Permission Slip by the assigned date
Board Policies:  606.7; 606.7E1
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GOALS for Iowa Assessments


Why try your best on Iowa Assessment tests?
In our school we have:
· Pride in YOURSELF by doing your best.
· Pride in your SCHOOL, your scores truly represents your work.
Assessment scores are used by educators at every level of education, from your classroom all the way to colleges.  People form opinions and policies which affect our school based on YOUR scores. Iowa Assessments, ACT, PSAT are all examples of different types of academic assessments.  Your scores reflect the effort you put forth and your academic level of proficiency.  It’s important to try your hardest—give your best effort.
The skills measured by the Iowa Assessment tests are important for your future academic success.  Once you know how you are doing in these areas, you can work hard to improve skills.  Your test scores tell you, your parents, and your teachers about what you know as well as where you may need additional support.  This information will help guide how teachers teach YOU.


Teachers will prepare students for the IA Assessment tests throughout the school year.  Classroom instruction of subject material, practice of testing format: multiple choice, and strategies to support students and prepare them for proficiency on the IA Assessment tests.
                                                          
Board Policy 505.4

GRADING
Grades are issued to students and their parents/guardians at parent-teacher conferences and the end of the semester. The grades are printed on a report card, which is given to the student to take home.  Students are expected to discuss their grade reports and reflection on their learning.  Grades are based on Identified Promise Standards – what students are expected to know as well as other content and skills. 
At midterm a messenger will be sent requesting parent/guardian to verify midterm grades.  Teachers will notify parent/guardian if a student is earning a grade below a C at midterm.  Parents may use the Parent Portal to monitor student grades. Teachers will update the INFINITE CAMPUS grading system by 5:00 each Friday.  
Teachers will monitor students’ academic grades on an ongoing basis.  Students who are struggling will be assigned for additional academic support.  Support will occur during RTI where staff will work with students to help them improve their grades.  The academic grade is based on the quality of the student’s knowledge and skill in the subject matter of the course.  

 
Parents are encouraged to join their son/daughter and participate in the Parent-Student-Teacher Conferences held two times throughout the school year (Oct. 17/18 and  Mar. 13/14 from 4:00 – 7:30).  Student’s academic progress and the level of proficiency with each Promise Standard will serve as the basis of conferences.  If parents are unable to attend conferences, grade reports will be sent home with the students. 

 
At the end of each semester grading period students and parents will receive a grade report that will have comments written by the teacher accompanying the grades. The goal of the comments is to provide the parents with a better understanding of how well the student is doing at school. 

Grading scales:




Grade Point Scale for
      Grade Point Scale for





                 all regular courses           Honors Math(6,7,8) Honor LA (6,7)
 Score
                   Minimum Percent

          GPA Value
        GPA Value

A

     93%



4.0

      
5.0

A-

     90%



3.67


4.67

B+

     87%



3.33


4.33

B

     83%



3.0


4.0

B-

     80%



2.67


3.67

C+

     77%



2.33


3.33

C

     73%



2.0


3.0

C-

     70%



1.67


2.67

D+

     67%



1.33


1.33

D

     63%



1.0


1.0

D-

     60%



.67


.67

F

       0%



0.0


0.0
CMS will be basing academic grades on Promise Standard Assessment (tests and quizzes) and other categories for all grade levels.  We believe this grading will provide our students and parents a more accurate representation of student learning.
Board Policy: 505.1
HALL PASSES 
Students should not be allowed out of class unless it is a high priority.  Students are encouraged to use the restroom during the 3-minute passing time.  Students may be allowed to leave the classroom if they have a hall pass.  
HEALTH SERVICES/MEDICATION
The school nurse is in the building each day from 8:00 - 3:35. Medications will be distributed by trained personnel when needed.    Health services are listed below:

A. 
Classroom assistance/instruction in areas of health as needed (involves school nurse and/or community resource people).

B.  
Emergency care to students injured at school or who become ill at school.

C. 
Vision screening and follow-up as needed.

D.  
Dental health promotion.

E.  
Blood pressure screening as requested by doctor for students.

F.  
Maintenance of health records for each student, including immunizations.

G.  
Hearing and speech screenings by AEA personnel.

H. 
Health history assessments for students being staffed into Special Education Programs.

I.  
Health needs, conferences involving various AEA personnel, central office, and building staff (psychological, social, and physical).

J.  
Home visits regarding health concerns, truancy, child/sexual abuse, etc.

K.  
Parent and/or student health conferences as necessary.

L.  
Phone conferences with parents, physicians, and resource people as needed.

M.        Dispensing medication according to district policy.  (See “Medication”).

The school policy for the dispensing of medication to students at school is as follows:

1.
ALL medication must be distributed by the school nurse or their designee (both prescription and over-the-counter medicine). The office cannot provide or give aspirin type medication. If a parent wants to come to school and bring such medication and they may directly give it to their child in the main/nurses office. This includes Tylenol, and cough and/or cold medications.

2.
All medication (both prescription and over-the-counter) will be kept in the nurse’s office and dispensed by authorized school personnel.

3.
Medicine is to be brought to school IN THE ORIGINAL PRESCRIPTION CONTAINER.  If a prescription container is unavailable, directions written by a doctor will be accepted.  The container and doctor’s directions MUST include the student’s name, doctor’s name, and dosage and date.

4.
A parent authorization slip for dispensing medication during school hours must accompany the medicine.  These slips are available in the nurse’s or school offices.

5.
The student must assume the responsibility for notifying the teacher that it is time to take the medication.

6.
UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES WILL ANY MEDICATION BE FURNISHED BY THE SCHOOL.
7.
A pharmacy may deliver meds to the school if dispensed by the school nurse.
NOTE:
Many medications can be given at home before and after school.  Parents are encouraged to check with their doctor to see if this is possible.  Our concern for the safety of your child makes the enforcement of these rules necessary.
Board Policies:  507.2, 507.2E1, 507.2E2, 507.2E3, 507.2R
HONOR ROLL/HIGH HONORS
Each semester students may earn recognition for their academic achievement.   Recognition is published in the Clinton Herald.  The academic honor roll has three divisions based on a student’s grade point average.

High Honors                        3.745 - 4.00 

Honors
                                3.245 - 3.744

Honorable Mention              2.745 - 3.244
Check your grade report to verify your academic status.  Students earning a 3.75 and above qualify for the High Honors Recognition in May.
High Academic Honors is determined by a student earning a 3.75 or better grade point average.  Each semester the term GPA that is found on a student’s report card indicates if a student has earned this academic honor.  In May, Clinton Middle School will host a Academic Achievement Awards Ceremony in late May.  The date will be on the school calendar on the District website.  Students who qualify and their parents will be invited to attend.  Students and parents are encouraged to check the grade reports for each semester to verify if the student qualifies.  Students may qualify for earning high honors 1st, 2nd or both semesters.  To qualify for 2nd semester high honors ceremony a student’s GPA will need to be 3.75 when grades are posted a week prior to the Ceremony.  Students earning high honors for both semesters will have their names placed on a plaque displayed in the main entry at CMS.

CMS students who qualify for HIGH HONORS all semesters of their middle school career will receive a crown pin which is a special award for their accomplishment at the high honors ceremony at the end of their 8th grade year.
ID’S

Students are expected to wear their IDs at school during the school day 8:30-3:35. Teachers may allow students to take off their ID during class if they are doing something in class where the ID may cause a safety concern. Students and staff wearing IDs at CMS contributes to improving security measures for the welfare of students and staff. The purpose of wearing ID cards is for easy recognition. School personnel can quickly identify individuals who are allowed to be at school. 


Students are issued 5 ID’s throughout the school year

· Day 1 of the school year (last year’s picture)

· After fall pictures (with new picture)

· First day of 2nd quarter
· First day of 3rd quarter
· First day of 4th quarter
Temporary ID’s are available with 1st period teacher and are expected to be returned to your 5th hour teacher at the end of the class period.  Students will be allowed to check out a temporary ID 3 times per trimester.  On the 4th offense the student will be required to purchase a new ID and lanyard- the cost will be $7.  If the student does not have money with them that day, their account will be charged $7.

If a student checks out a temporary ID and does not turn it in to 5th hour teacher, their account will be charged $7.  When the student turns the temporary ID in to the back office, their account will be credited $5.

The temporary ID will not be accepted on the city bus.  If student does not have an ID and chooses to ride the city bus, they will have to pay the .75 fee. 

ILLNESS OR INJURY
If a student is sick or hurt during the school day, they should report to the nurse’s office.  If a student feels sick during class, the student should inform the teacher before leaving class if at all possible.  If it is an extreme emergency and time does not allow for notification of the teacher, the student should leave the room immediately.  It is the student’s responsibility to report back to class or report to the nurse/school secretary.  
It is NOT acceptable for a student to stay in the restroom until they are better or to go home without reporting to the office.  Either the school nurse or another staff member will assist ill or injured students by providing first aid or arranging for assistance from their parents or medical people if needed.
If a student is injured at school during the school day, the school nurse will notify parents and share the injury.  Inclusion of the parent/guardian is important to ensure concrete and appropriate information is shared with the parent/guardian.
INCLEMENT WEATHER
Middle school students will be allowed to enter the commons/cafeteria at 7:45. Students’ will be expected to stay in the commons until 8:20 at which time they will be dismissed by a bell/tone to go to their lockers.
The primary means for the CCSD to share school delays, closings, and early dismissals will be by the school messenger system.  A text message or voice message will be sent to alert parents of schedule changes.  It is of vital importance for parents and students to update their telephone number with CMS at all times so that Infinite Campus can be kept current and you can be notified by the messenger system.  Parent/Guardians are expected to maintain the most up to date and accurate contact information to include telephone number, addresses of a minimum of three contacts.  When severe weather creates hazardous conditions, the regular school schedule may be suspended or altered to insure students’ safety.  It is the students’ and parent’s/guardian’s responsibility to monitor news reports via television and radio stations.  Announcements are normally broadcast starting around 6:00 a.m. on KROS 1340 AM and KWQC TV Channel 6 or during the day if weather conditions deteriorate.  Updated information may also be found on the CCSD website at www.clinton.k12.ia.us.
On a “two hour delay” (usually due to severe weather conditions) school begins at 10:30 A.M.. Students are not to arrive at school until 9:45 at the earliest on days of two hour delays.
NOTE:  On late start days there will be NO before school activities.  This includes music, sport practices, and there will be NO breakfast served.
INTERNET INFORMATION
The internet is a valuable resource and will be utilized by many teachers in their classrooms.  Most of the computers, tablets and kindles at the Clinton Middle Schools are connected to the Internet.  Appropriate use of the Internet is expected at all times.  The Clinton Community School District’s Appropriate Internet Use Policy (Code No. 605.6, 605.6R1, and 605.6R2) is published in the district’s Policy Handbook.

At registration, parents must check the internet access box on the online form before students will be granted Internet access at school.
Student access to the internet on school property may be limited or revoked dependent on inappropriate use and choices made by students.
INTRUDER PROCEDURES

WITH UTILIZATION OF A.L.I.C.E RESPONSE OPTIONS

Clinton Middle School will continue to be proactive in our approach to school safety.  We will use traditional intruder practices while infusing A.L.I.C.E. response options for students and staff members. A.L.I.C.E. stands for “Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate”. These are actions a school may take depending on each individual situation. THIS IS NOT A STEP-BY-STEP PROCESS. Staff members will direct students based on the knowledge they have of the posing situation. 
***If you know something or suspect something that may happen -say something to an adult so administration and law enforcement officials can intervene as quickly as possible.  The information below shares the A.L.I.C.E. protocol used and procedures for students if an intruder is present at school.
Upon notification of an intruder:

· The building principal or his/her designee will issue the alert via the PA system, radios or whatever means possible. Students should also notify an adult or SRO immediately if they notice something suspicious.  (ALERT) (INFORM)
· Students in hallways should go to the nearest classroom unless they have accurate information and can exit the building safely.

· Staff members will shut doors and ensure each is locked and turn off lights and move student’s to a location which is out of sight. No students will be allowed in or out of the classroom or building, until an all-clear is given by administration.  During a lockdown, parents/guardians are not allowed to pick up their student from school.   (LOCKDOWN)
· Close blinds/shades 

· Silence cell phones and any other “noise making” devices in the classroom.

· All should be positioned out of sight and behind items that offer additional protection.

· Students and staff will remain in secure areas unless information is provided that allows the staff to lead students out of the building to a safe location.

· Doors are not to be opened based on knocks or pleas from anyone outside of the secure location.

Upon receiving real-time information that is believed to be accurate, staff and students will:

· Remain in lockdown unless students and staff feel it is safe to leave, that is the number one option.
· (EVACUATE) the area/building to a safe location when it is safe
· If the threat becomes imminent and intruder gains access to an area where staff/students are.  In this situation, students and staff should use any means necessary to defend themselves by throwing objects at the intruder. (COUNTER)
· If students cannot escape, students should place large objects against the door to barricade the entrance into the room. (COUNTER)

· Students are encouraged to listen to staff in these situations.
LEAVING SCHOOL DURING THE DAY
Students may have appointments that they are unable to schedule outside of the school day and need to leave school during the day. Parents should communicate with the office to identify the type and time period of the scheduled appointment.  Students will be provided with a dismissal slip from the school office, teachers will sign the note prior to the student leaving the classroom and the student will take the slip to the office before leaving campus.
If students return to school following their appointment they should check in at the main office before returning to class.

Students should provide a doctors note for any appointment.  To ensure your student is ready for his/her appointment, please call the office more than 30 minutes in advance.
Students need to be in attendance by the second half of the school day to participate in a school activity that day. (With the exception of a Doctor Appointment)
LOCKERS
Each student is assigned a locker for storage of books, materials, and personal articles.  Students are NOT to share their locker combo with another student.  There are no circumstances that warrant the sharing of locker combinations.  Lockers are secure and unless the locker is not closed completely or combinations are shared with others they will remain secure.  
Lockers are the property of the school and the contents of the locker may be inspected by school officials from time to time during the school year as identified by the Iowa Code.  

Students should keep their locker neat and organized so that you can find the things you need easily.  Food should and is NOT allowed to be kept in a student’s locker.  If your locker ever fails to work properly, please report the problem to staff: teacher, secretary or school custodian.  Although you may become frustrated, demonstrate responsibility and patience.  DO NOT slam or kick your locker door as this can result in damage to the locker and/or injury to other students.

Students should keep their locker doors free of objects being jammed in them to keep them open.  Students will be charged for damage to lockers that is deemed beyond normal wear and tear.
MAKEUP WORK
STUDENTS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY WORK MISSED WHEN NOT IN CLASS.  Students are expected to check with their teachers upon their return to school to obtain work missed.  For long-term absences, grade level teams will provide make-up work that can be available in the office from one of the secretaries in the front office.   Student make up will be based upon educational learning targets for each specific class.  Make up will reinforce skills from the school year.
Parents who know ahead of time that their son/daughter will be absent in connection with a planned (and necessary) trip out of town, should notify the office.  Many of the learning activities in the classroom cannot be appropriately simulated outside of the classroom. Students need to ask teachers for assignments that they may be able to complete prior to leaving for their trip. This will enable the student to be proactive and responsible for the work to be covered during their absence.    

Some work or tests may need to be made up before or after school.  Students should schedule this time with their teachers and notify parents/guardians of the time(s) the students will meet with their teachers.
OUTSIDE FOOD/DRINK

Students are responsible for keeping their locker area clean of any food or drink residue from lunches or snacks.  The expectation is that candy, snack foods and drink are not to be brought to school.  Per state guidelines snacks cannot to be purchased from the vending machines during the school day (8:00-3:35).  For after school events and activities, sport drinks and water, are available in vending machines 

Energy Drinks: Health researchers have identified that energy drinks are a predictor for risky behavior among teenagers and adults. Super-caffeinated energy drinks, with names like Red Bull, Monster, Full Throttle, and Amp (others also exist), have surged in popularity. This trend sparks concern among health researchers and school officials. Clinton Middle School does not permit energy drinks at school. We highly recommend that students do not drink them as a result of the pending health dangers that are associated with energy drinks.  If a student has an energy drink in their possession, they will be asked to empty its contents.  The expectation is that students do not bring energy drinks to school.  

Students are not allowed to bring ‘open’ container drinks to school.  Coffee and coffee type drinks, pop and any other beverage that is open will not be allowed.  Staff members will ask students to empty/throw away if a student has in their possession at school.
RESPECT –BEHAVIOR PLAN
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Clinton Middle School 
RESPECT Behavior Plan
2018-2019
	Behavior/RESPECT Violations

	Violation
	Office Referral

	Profanity
	Profanity directed to staff or students

	Physical Contact/Horseplay
	Fight

	Tardy (3:1) – students need to be in the room when the tone goes off/time to start class
· 3 minute passing time
· 3 minute grace period after lunch.  
	Skip Class - after 10 minutes

	Talking back/insubordination
	Walk out of class

	Not following directions and/or school expectations (ID’s, cell phones, etc.)
	Disrespect to school property – vandalism, physical damage to building

	Inappropriate comments-sexual, racial, degrading
	Threats to others
Aggressive behavior that involves intentional and unwanted negative actions, repeated over time, based on perceived or actual traits, creating an objectively hostile school environment

	GUM if students do not remove when asked or have gum multiple times during the class period 
	Behavior that puts the safety of others at risk


	Detention Expectations

	Detentions served:
· 3:35-4:00     Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
· 1:35 -2:00    Wednesday
· Students need to be on time – students assigned to detention will be reminded at the end of the day
· Students will return to their lockers at the end of detention to get coats, book bags, and cell phones.
· Students must…..have work to do – sleeping is not allowed, be silent, no technology, stay in their assigned room the duration of the detention
· Failure to successfully follow detention room expectations will result in an office referral for insubordination. This detention must be served after school only and within 48 hours.  Failure to comply will lead to further discipline, which may include out of school suspension.


	BEHAVIOR PROGRESSION

	RETEACHING – Use Four Questions of RESPECT or for Misbehavior.

	Grade Level Teams will review the RESPECT BEHAVIOR Plans in their classroom. 
        Schedule for reinforcing will be set by the team in team meetings. 

	STEP
	CONSEQUENCE – 
· Students may only serve one after school detention a day.
· Students must serve any unserved detentions even if they receive an OSS
	CONTACT
	DOCUMENTATION

	1
	Teacher identifies behavior observed – redirects/reteaches expectations
	Teacher and student
	---- 1st Respect Violation   Contact log           Describe violation

	2
	Teacher identifies behavior observed – redirects/reteaches expectations
Teacher calls parent to discuss the student earning 2 violations
	Teacher and student
Teacher calls parent
	---- 2nd Respect Violation   Contact log           Teacher calls parent

	3
	Teacher identifies behavior observed – redirects/reteaches expectations
After school detention is assigned - student has that day and 2 more to serve it
	Teacher and student
Messenger Sent
	---- 3rd Respect Violation   Contact log and Messenger Describe violation

	4
	Teacher identifies behavior observed – redirects/reteaches expectations
After school detention is assigned - student has that day and 2 more to serve it
	Team of teachers and student
Messenger Sent
Team calls home about meeting with student
	---- 4th Respect Violation   Contact log
and Messenger,   Team calls home about meeting with student.

	5
	Teacher identifies behavior observed – redirects/reteaches expectations
After school detention is assigned - student has that day and 2 more to serve it
	ADMIN calls parent
	---- 5th Respect Violation   Contact log
and behavior referral


	6
	Teacher identifies behavior observed – redirects/reteaches expectations
Student is assigned OSS
	ADMIN calls parent
	---- 6th Respect Violation   Contact log
and behavior referral,  Office Referral submitted

	   REENTRY MEETING WITH STUDENT/PARENT/TEAM Representative/Counselor/ADMIN

	7
	Teacher identifies behavior observed – redirects/reteaches expectations
Student is assigned detention (after school)
	Teacher and student
Messenger Sent
	---- 7th Respect Violation  Contact log and Messenger


	8
	Teacher identifies behavior observed – redirects/reteaches expectations
Student is assigned detention (after school)
	Team of teachers and student
Messenger Sent
	---- 8th Respect Violation   Contact log and Messenger      Describe violation

	9
	Teacher identifies behavior observed – redirects/reteaches expectations
Student is assigned detention (after school)
	ADMIN calls parent
	---- 9th Respect Violation   Contact log and behavior referral

	10
	Teacher identifies behavior observed – redirects/reteaches expectations
Student is assigned OSS
	ADMIN calls parent
	---- 10th Respect Violation   Contact log and behavior referral
Office Referral submitted

	   REENTRY MEETING WITH STUDENT/PARENT/TEAM Representative/Counselor/ADMIN


If a student accumulates multiple behaviors in the same school day, the following progression will be followed. Any student who has worked through 3 steps in the behavior progression within one school day will receive an office referral and is assigned OSS.  The student is still responsible for serving the previously assigned detentions. 
	In School Expectations

	· Students must…..have work to do – sleeping is not allowed
· Students will be silent
· Students may only use technology- laptops- to complete school work
· Students need to stay in the ISS room for the time assigned
· Students will return to their lockers at the end of the day to get coats, book bags, and cell phones.
· Failure to successfully follow ISS room expectations will result in an Out of School suspension for the remainder of the school day AND the following school day. A reentry meeting with a parent or guardian will be expected for the student to return to CMS.


RTI  PERIOD
RTI – Response to Intervention is an education initiative to assist all students in meeting their academic potential. Teachers will work to identify educational interventions to target an individual student’s specific learning needs. The learning needs may come in the form of additional support with skills or enhancing the student’s learning.   RTI support will take place on throughout the week when the middle schools are on their regular and early out schedule.  The RTI period will occur daily.  RTI will provide enrichment and support instruction depending on the academic needs of the individual students.

SAFE SCHOOL ASSESSMENT   Code No.  502.14R
In determining the level of concern, all complaints or incidents of concern must be taken seriously.  The goal of the Clinton Middle School is to have a safe, caring school environment where students feel free to talk to adults.  A climate of safety and respect have the following components: positive adult role models; adults attuned to the emotional needs of students; students who have a voice and are heard; students who have a consistent, positive connection with an adult; bully free environment; constructive communication; a culture of safety with a shame-free zone; and code of silence is nonexistent.

SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS

The Clinton Community School District has established a partnership with the Clinton Police Department to provide School Resource Officers. SROs – School Resource Officers – of the CCSD are part of the school faculty. 



Clinton Middle School - SRO
   Shane Haskell
         243-0466 ext. 1740
SCHEDULES

Middle School staff and students typically follow a routine daily schedule. Throughout the school year there are days when grade levels will design a ‘special schedule’ to accommodate plans that require a different timeframe. The school district does honor every Wednesday of the month as early out days at the middle school so staff members have time to continue their work with professional development. Periodically throughout the school year the assembly schedule will be honored for special performances or assemblies that enhance student learning.

Note:  There is limited supervision outside prior to the start of the school day and after the buses leave each afternoon.  Students should not arrive on the grounds early or remain after school unless under the supervision of a staff member or involved in a school activity.  Students are expected to communicate with staff to arrange additional academic time to support their learning.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES

The Clinton Community School District and the Mississippi Bend Area Education Agency provides a wide variety of special education programs and/or services to students with disabilities.  If you believe your child may have a disability that requires such special education programs or services, you may contact your child’s building principal or the District’s student services director at the Administration Center (563-243-9600 ext. 26).
STUDENT CONDUCT

 
The board believes inappropriate student conduct causes material and substantial disruption to the school environment, interferes with the rights of others, and/or presents a threat to the health and safety of students, employees, and visitors on school premises. Appropriate classroom behavior allows teachers to communicate more effectively with students. 

Students will conduct themselves in a manner fitting to their age level and maturity and with respect and consideration for the rights of others while on school district property or on property within the jurisdiction of the school district; while on school owned and/or operated school or chartered vehicles; while attending or engaged in school activities, both on and off school property (when the individual is a representative of the school/district); and while away from school grounds if misconduct will directly affect the good order, efficient management and welfare of the school district. Consequences for the misconduct will be fair, progressive, and developmentally appropriate in light of the circumstances. 

Students who fail to abide by this policy, and the administrative regulations supporting it, may be disciplined for conduct which disrupts or interferes with the education program; conduct which disrupts the orderly and efficient operation of the school district or school activity; conduct which disrupts the rights of other students to participate in or obtain their education; conduct that is violent or destructive; or conduct which interrupts the maintenance of a disciplined atmosphere. The purpose of discipline is to modify individual behavior through positive and supportive actions whenever possible. Disciplinary measures include, but are not limited to, removal from the classroom, detention, suspension, and expulsion. 

A student who commits an assault against an employee on school district property or on property within the jurisdiction of the school district; while on school-owned or school-operated chartered vehicles; while attending or engaged in school district activities will be suspended by the principal. Notice of the suspension is sent to the board president. The board will review the suspension to determine whether to impose further sanctions against the student which may include expulsion. Assault for purposes of this section of this policy is defined as: 

· an act which is intended to cause pain or injury to, or which is intended to result in physical contact which will be insulting or offensive to another, coupled with the apparent ability to execute the act; or 

· any act which is intended to place another in fear of immediate physical contact which will be painful, injurious, insulting or offensive, coupled with the apparent ability to execute the act; or 

· intentionally points any firearm toward another or displays in a threatening manner any dangerous weapon toward another. 

The act is not an assault when the person doing any of the above and the other person are voluntary participants in a sport, social or other activity, not in itself criminal, when the act is a reasonably foreseeable incident of such sport or activity, and does not create an unreasonable risk of serious injury or breach of the peace. 
 Detention means the student's presence is required during non-school hours for disciplinary purposes. The student can be required to appear prior to the beginning of the school day, after school has been dismissed for the day, or on a non-school day. Whether a student will serve detention, and the length of the detention, is within the discretion of the licensed employee or the building principal, disciplining the student.

Suspension means; either an in-school suspension, an out-of-school suspension, a restriction from activities or loss of eligibility. An in-school suspension means the student will attend school but will be temporarily isolated from one or more classes while under supervision. An in-school suspension will not exceed ten consecutive school days. An out-of-school suspension means the student is removed from the school environment, which includes school classes and activities. An out-of-school suspension will not exceed ten days. A restriction from school activities means a student will attend school and classes and practice but will not participate in school activities. 

Expulsion means an action by the board to remove a student from the school environment, which includes, but is not limited to, classes and activities, for a period of time set by the board. 

Following the suspension of a special education student, an informal evaluation of the student's placement will take place. The Individual Education Program (IEP) is evaluated to determine whether it needs to be changed or modified in response to the behavior that led to the suspension. 

If a special education student's suspensions, either in or out of school, equal ten days on a cumulative basis, a staffing team will meet to determine whether the IEP is appropriate. 

It is the responsibility of the superintendent, in conjunction with the principal, to develop administrative regulations regarding this policy.
Board Policy 503.1
TARDY POLICY

The academic/school day for 2018-2019 begins at 8:30 a.m.  It is important for students to be at school and ready for the school day to begin prior to 8:30 a.m.  If parent/guardian or other designated individual takes on the responsibility to bring a student(s) to school they must take every consideration to ensure the student is in class and ready to learn before 8:30 a.m.

Any student late to school MUST report to office for a pass to class. 
TELEPHONES AND MESSAGES

All teachers have telephone access in their classrooms. Teachers may also authorize students to use classroom phones as needed for parent contacts (example: student contact with a parent to inform them that the student has an assigned detention). Students serving detentions for tardiness, academic or social choices will have the ability to call to notify parents/guardians of their detention time.  Teachers will make phones available for student use.  It is the student’s responsibility to call their parent/guardian.  Students will not be allowed to use their cell phone to call a parent/other person unless permission has been granted by staff.
A phone for student use is also available before and after the school day outside of the main front office. 

If a parent or other responsible adult calls to talk to a student, the office will take a message and notify the student.  

THREATS

All threats of violence, whether oral, written, or symbolic, against a student or students, staff, visitors, or toward school facilities are prohibited.  All threats will be promptly investigated upon notice to Administration/SRO.  The school will work with the SRO to determine the law enforcement’s role in regard to the threat.  Threats issued and delivered away from school or school activities may be grounds for disciplinary action at school if the threat impacts the orderly and efficient operation of the school to include text messages, social media including but not limited to FACEBOOK, Snap Chat, Instagram, Twitter, etc., and other electronic communications. 
Students engaging in threatening behavior will face disciplinary consequences, which could result in expulsion from school.   
VISITORS
All visitors are required to report to the main office upon entering Clinton Middle School to obtain a visitor’s badge.  The badge is to be worn by the visitor at all times in a visible area (chest area) while visiting the middle schools. Arrangements should be made with the administrator in advance for any student/parent visit. The administration would appreciate visits to be planned and the reason for the visit shared. Student visitors during school hours are not permitted at the Clinton Middle School. 

WEAPONS STATEMENT

The Clinton Community School District will not tolerate the possession and/or use of dangerous weapons or look alike weapons in the building, on its property, or at any school sponsored event or activity.  As defined in the Code of Iowa (702.7) a “dangerous weapon is any instrument or device designed primarily for use in inflicting death or injury upon a human being any instrument or device of any sort whatsoever which is actually used in such a manner as to indicate that the defendant intends to inflict death or serious injury upon the other . . . “   When a student is found in possession of a dangerous or look-alike weapon, or other inappropriate possessions on school property, these articles will be confiscated and parents notified.  This also includes pornographic materials.  At that time, disciplinary action will be taken. 
The School Resource Officer may also be involved depending on the circumstances related to the incident.

Board Policies:  502.6; 502.7; 502.8; 502.8E1; 502.8R1

WEBSITE

The Clinton Community School District’s website is a source for information that guides both students and parents to better understanding what is going on at school. Students and parents are invited to visit the website at www.clinton.k12.ia.us to discover all that the website has to offer. Some of the most frequently used components include: making payments for registration, school lunches, Parent Portal  - allowing for regular monitoring of students work completion and grades, lunch menus, and athletic/activity calendars.
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS

Every attempt is made when scheduling school activities to honor Wednesday evening after 6:30 p.m. as time for church activities.  Unfortunately, there may be times when events are scheduled during this time, church related activities will be a priority if this occurs.

WELLNESS

Iowa State law requires that all students participate in physical education wellness and health classes.  The middle school expects that if your child is in school, he/she will be able to participate in PE unless they have a written doctor’s excuse.  

Each student is expected to change from their appropriate school attire to PE clothing.  Students are expected to wear gym shoes, socks, t-shirt, and athletic shorts. Compression shorts may be worn under the regular shorts but not alone. PE clothing will follow the same guidelines as identified for the middle school dress code.

Students who do not dress in PE clothes are still expected to participate.  

Some student locker room lockers require students to supply their own combination locks for their gym lockers. The school will ask that students share their combination (for reference) with the PE staff. The school may cut the lock off a locker if the student does not remove the lock when requested or, if access is deemed necessary and appropriate.
There are some gym lockers with built in locks.  Students may be issued PE lockers during the trimester that they are in PE depending on the availability of lockers (after school athletics will take priority for lockers being assigned).  Student athletes may also request a locker during their athletic season.  
WITHDRAWAL FROM SCHOOL

If students are moving and will no longer be attending the Clinton Middle School, they are asked to check with the secretaries in the front main office a few days before their last day.  Parents should contact the school office as soon as it is known that a student will be withdrawing from school.
All CCSD property must be returned and all outstanding bills paid prior to students being checked out.  Student records may be delayed to the student’s new school if they have not properly checked out of CMS before departure.
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