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A few statistics for 
you:

• By the year 2018, 
70% of the jobs in 
Minnesota will 
required some form 
of a postsecondary 
degree. (Georgetown Center on Education, June 2010)

The projected national average will  be at 63%.
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Job Data after the Recession

Source:  Georgetown Center on Education and the Workforce, The College Advantage: Weathering the Economic Storm, 
August 2012. Authors' estimate of current population survey data (2007-2012). Employment includes all workers aged 18 
and older.
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The Connection Between 
Education and Earnings

Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Population Survey 



A Quick Introduction



“World’s Best 
Workforce” Legislation

120B.125 Planning for students' successful transition to 
postsecondary education and employment.

(a) Consistent with sections 120B.128, 120B.13, 120B.131, 120B.132, 120B.14, 
120B.15, 120B.30, subdivision 1, paragraph (c), 125A.08, and other related sections, 
school districts, beginning in the 2013-2014 school year, must assist all 
students by no later than grade 9 to explore their college and career 
interests and aspirations and develop a plan for a smooth and 
successful transition to postsecondary education or employment. 



When I say the word college
it includes:

Any accredited postsecondary credential, certificate or 
degree program



What Does Ramp Up to Readiness 
Look Like?

 



The Pillars
Due to the increasing need for students to pursue 4-year, 2-year and 

technical degrees, this curriculum is set up to prepare students for 

college in 5 areas:

http://www.rampuptoreadiness.org/concepts/goals-and-levels

Academic Readiness: The ability to succeed in 
first-year, credit bearing courses at a technical 
college, a community college or a four-year 
college or university.

Admissions Readiness: The ability to meet 
admissions requirements at a range of 
postsecondary institutions.

Career Readiness: The ability to identify careers 
that match personal, financial, and other goals 
and an understanding of the skills, credentials, 
and experiences required to succeed in those 
careers.

Financial Readiness: The ability to cover the cost 
of the first term of study at a postsecondary 
institution through savings, loans, and financial 
aid.

Personal and Social Readiness: The ability to set 
educational goals, make and monitor progress 
toward them, and create relationships with peers 
and adults that support academic success.

http://www.rampuptoreadiness.org/concepts/goals-and-levels


The Ramp-Up Process



9th Grade

Power of Personality

Setting SMART Goals

Standards for Graduation vs. 
Postsecondary Admission

Seeking Help

Identifying Internal Strengths 
and External Supports

Effective Study 
Strategies

Understanding 
Decision Making

21st Century Skills

10th Grade

Taking Notes

The PLAN Test

Time Management

Motivation

Growth vs. Fixed 
Mindset

Paying for College

Identifying Sparks

Building a Resume

11th Grade

Delaying 
Gratification

Approaching College 
Learning

Finding Scholarships

Compelling College and 
Scholarship Essays

Choosing Classes to 
Maintain Momentum

Envisioning Possible 
Self

Finding the Right 
Postsecondary Fit

3 Types of College 
Applications

12th Grade

Senior To-dos

Maintaining the 
Momentum

Financial Aid Options

Good Debt vs. Bad 
Debt

Setting and Sticking to 
Great Goals

Understanding 
College Grading

Study Groups

Building a Budget

Celebrating Postsecondary 
Choices

Goal: College Readiness

Advisory Activities Implementation By Grade Level:

•28 Advisory Activities at 30 minutes each
•5 Workshops at 45 minutes each
•Student Progress Monitoring and Review of Planning Tools



Career Cluster Survey
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Ramp-Up Tools 

Postsecondary Plan:
“What do I want to do with my life after high school?”

Connects career, postsecondary and academic planning as students move through high school by utilizing the 5 
readiness pillars. 

- These are reviewed and updated at least 2 times per year.
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PLAN Test – 10th Grade
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April 28th and May 12th

Required for Graduation

Free for all students who take it on the designated days
Students will have to make it up if missed

Can be used for College Reporting 

Scores are accepted by most colleges

ACT Plus Writing – 11th Grade
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Ramp-Up Tools 

Readiness Rubric:
“What do I need to do to reach that goal?”

Ask students to assess their readiness in areas like grades, academic belief, self-management, effort and persistence, as 
well as standardized and college-entrance test scores.

- These are reviewed and updated at least 2 times per year.



Current Ramp-Up Network of Schools

103 Schools – 55,000 Students

High Schools in our Area:

- Sauk Rapids
- Sartell
- Hutchinson
- Dawson-Boyd
- Yellow Medicine East
- Redwood Valley
- BOLD (begin 2015-16)



Feedback from Students, Parents and Staff so far…

• Seniors have expressed that they are feeling stressed about being 
confronted with decisions about their futures. (This is good!)

• Parents have asked, “Why we haven’t done this before this year?”

• Staff are getting more comfortable with being a “Go-To” resource for kids 
and are enjoying the chance to engage students on a personal level.

• Some stress still about the new schedule on Wednesdays.

• May need to differentiate the curriculum as we move forward.

• We are surprised to find out just how much kids don’t know about colleges 
and careers.



Questions?

Are there any questions
specific to Ramp-Up to 

Readiness?


