12th Grade Expository Reading and Writing:

Types of Introductions and Conclusions
** Taken from Anna Joy’s We Are America (6th ed, Thomson/Wadsworth):

The following examples of introductions and conclusions are not the only styles in which you can create an effective introduction or conclusion. These are just options.

Introductions

Students sometimes have difficulty writing papers because they try to write the introduction before they are ready. If you find yourself having this sort of difficulty, write the body paragraphs first; then write the introduction. That way you will know what the essay actually says before writing the opening paragraph.

Remember that the introduction is not the place to write a detailed explanation of the point you want to make. Because its purpose is to ease the reader into the essay, the introduction is one of the most general paragraphs in the essay. Support, explanations, details, and examples belong in the body paragraphs.

Effective Patterns for Introductions

There is no single “right way” to write introductory paragraphs. However, some of the more common patterns are presented here. Notice that each ends with the thesis.

1. Begin with a general statement of the subject.


“I guess it is always difficult for immigrants to adjust to life in a new culture. That was certainly true for me. When I first came to the United States, I found learning English to be very difficult. I had trouble orienting myself to the physical layout of this city, and I had problems socializing with American students in school and people in general.”
2. Begin with a specific scene.

“I can still remember the distinct smell of cow manure that filled our van as my boyfriend and I crossed the border into Mexico. That smell stayed with us as we drove through Mexicali. The roads in Mexicali were like mazes and dogs were everywhere. Dented buses that belched smoke passed us on the shoulder; trucks cut us off. At first I was afraid of this chaotic place, but eventually I came to appreciate the warmth, humor, and pride of the people.”
3. Begin with a question that you answer in the introduction. 


“Have you ever envied popular musicians their wealth and fame? If you have, you may not realize how much time, work, and dedication it takes to succeed in this highly competitive business. Members of bands like the local Smokin’ Jax must sacrifice much of their personal lives and abandon other potential careers as they struggle to compete for auditions, bookings, and recording contracts.” 

4. Begin with facts or statistics. 
“According to the American Cancer Society, smoking is responsible for 83 percent of all cases of lung cancer in the United States. People who smoke two packs of cigarettes a day are 15-25 percent more likely to die of lung cancer than non-smokers. The American Heart Association has found that smokers die of heart attacks two or four times more often than nonsmokers do. With such overwhelming evidence of the health risks related to smoking, why do thousands of Americans continue to smoke? Some people see smoking as a way to relax. Others smoke socially. Most smokers continue to smoke because they believe their habit is too hard to break.”
5. Begin with a quotation. 


“In the sixties, John Lennon told us, ‘All you need is love.’ He made life sound so simple, as though it would be easy to be happy. Now that I have reached forty and have been through a divorce and the death of a child, I know that you need more than love to survive-you also need strength to get through the bad times and determination to grow from your experiences.”

6. Begin with a contrast. 


“Images we see on television and at the movies suggest that the life of a lawyer is filled with exciting cases and jurors who are easily impressed. When television lawyers are not driving around in their Porches, they are impressing the jury with their uncanny insights. But the truth is much different. Lawyers, particularly new ones, are chained to a desk most of the day, writing briefs and motions. When they do appear in court, the opposing lawyer may convince the judge to postpone their trial. If the trial proceeds, it is likely to be quite routine, even boring. Lawyers are frequently ‘in it for the money,’ and greed can take the heart out of the work. 

Conclusions 
Effective Patterns for Conclusions

A good conclusion gives the audience the feeling that the writer has brought ideas to a logical end and has said what he or she wanted to say. The best conclusions leave readers with an interesting or thought-provoking idea. Like the introduction, the conclusion is usually a general paragraph; its purpose is to ease the reader out of the essay. 
Students sometimes have difficulty deciding what to say in their conclusions. If you find yourself in this situation, reread your essay to remind yourself of what you actually wrote. Your general goal is to write a conclusion that is closely related to the ideas you presented in the paper. 

As with introductions, writers commonly rely on one of several patterns for writing conclusions. 

1. End with a summary of the main ideas.

“I hope to do a lot of traveling in my life, but I will probably be tempted to measure my new destinations by the experiences I had in Mexicali. Whenever I arrive as a stranger in a new country, I will remember the people who welcomed us at hotels as though we were long-lost relatives. If I have trouble making myself understood in another culture, I will remember the kind waitress who made good-humored jokes about my poor Spanish. In countries with much older cultures that that of the Untied States , I will look or people like the elderly man in the National Museum of Anthropology who wasn’t rich enough to travel to other countries, but who took great pride in the art and culture of ancient Mexico.”

2. End with a discussion of the outcome or consequences. 


“As the years went by, I overcame most of my difficulties with English. I learned the areas of the city pretty well by traveling around every day. In addition, I improved my understanding of English by reading books by Mark Twain, Helen Keller, and other writers. The most important step for me was learning to speak English well enough to communicate with American students, teachers, and people off campus.”
3. End with a prediction about what will happen. 


“Musicians give up a great deal for the chance to become well-known performers. But in spite of the tremendous pressures and hard economic times, the results can really be rewarding when the recording contracts start coming in and the band plays to capacity crowds. At first it may not seem possible, but occasionally the self-sacrifices do lead to recognition. As for Smokin’ Jax, the crowds are coming earlier and staying later, and agents are more interested than they were a few years ago. In short, their future looks bright.”

4. Ask the reader to take action. 


“No amount of relaxation can make up for the shortness of breath, chest pains, and fatal diseases caused by smoking. And if smoking seems to be an impossible habit to break, smokers should remember what they are doing to their health and their family’s peace of mind. The relatives of smokers suffer because they have to watch their husband, wife, child, or parent get sick and die. If smokers cannot think of themselves, they should consider the agony they cause their families and stop smoking today.”

5. End with a question. 


“Who could have guessed that life would be so much more complex and painful then John Lennon predicted? I have learned that it takes more than love to survive this life. It takes the strength to go on when you are alone and grieving, or when it seems as though you cannot face another day. Learning to survive despite the difficulties makes you a stronger person then you ever imagined you could be.”
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