St. Lucie Co. Juvenile Justice Council

Serving as the Delinquency Prevention Network for the Roundtable of St. Lucie County

Meeting Agenda

February 1, 2011

9:00 am to 10:30 am

1.  
Welcome and Introductions


Attendees:

Tonya Andreacchio, Kristi Walsh, Jennifer Romilien, Dani  Dreizehznter, Miki McMurtry, Ruth DeStafney, Alice Kenyon, Robert O’Neill, Wydea Wilson, Ken Fredrick, Kim Thomas, Christine Epps, Marcella Bianca, Paula Friedrich, Wydea Wilson.

2.
Approval of Agenda and Minutes: 
Dani Dreizehnter made a motion to approve the January Minutes and February Agenda; Miki McMurtry seconded the motion.  The vote to approve was unanimous.

3.
Reports:


Jennifer Romilien reported 412 cases to Court Administration Diversion, from St. Lucie Co. to Ruth DeStafney, in 2010.  So far this year: 29 referrals mostly from St. Lucie Co.  Court Administration hired a case manager for Martin Co.  Most referrals are for Affray, Retail Theft, and Domestic Violence.  Civil Citation numbers are also good, in keeping with last years’ numbers.  Court Adm tests for illegal drugs, but not for Spice.  Legislation is coming which will cover Spice.  

PSL PD Diversion: Juvenile Restorative Justice Initiative (JRJI)

Alice Kenyon reports 107 referrals for 2010; low because JRJI was closed for more than a month expecting to be discontinued at the time. JRJI had 10 referrals for January; JRJI receives equal numbers of Retail Theft and Possession of Marijuana/Paraphernalia under 20 grams.

Kristi Walsh reports that WaveCREST Shelter gets domestic violence cases from detention.  As long as kids haven’t been adjudicated, they can receive counseling services from the Shelter.  JAC transports kids to Shelter when they determine that’s the best remedy & they have transport.  Miki McMurtry mentioned that Court has left referrals to Shelter up to families to decide to use.  

Wydea Wilson, DJJ, reports that DJJ is waiting to see the direction of newly appointed Secretary Ms. Walters in Tallahassee.  She had been visiting agencies in Miami, but will be in Headquarters as of February 7th.  19th Circuit Chief JPO has hired Anna from JPO Supervisor, Mark Creel’s office as Administrative Assistant.  Ms. Wilson is temporarily filling in as Supervisor at the JAC Center; there are plans to full this position.  

There are currently 4 JPOs in the Academy; when they return to duty in March, caseloads will be reduced from the 95 to 100 youths they have now to a bit more manageable number.  Other areas of Florida maintain caseloads for 45 to 50.  

Paula Friedrich says there is not a lot to report from Prevention at this time either, everyone is waiting for release of Governor Scott’s budget on Monday, 2/7/11.  That will inform what direction things will go, and what the priorities will be.  There is some Federal money, but what the focus is and when it will be released is at this point unknown. 

4.
Old Business: Bullying Action Plan: 
Jennifer Romelien distributed an anonymous affidavit describing an incident of bullying of a 12 year old girl by a 14 year boy at a School bus stop.  The driver did not witness any of it; the mother reports that the Dean said since it didn’t happen at school, they couldn’t help.  Miki McMurtry offered to take it to the Public Defenders and request feedback.  In other situations, the School District has investigated complaints from bus stops, in fact, Robert O’Neill confirms that within a certain number of square feet, it is under the jurisdiction of the Schools.  19th Circuit Board is talking about holding parents responsible for their child’s behavior.  Bullying itself is not a crime; LEO can make an arrest when it violates a statute, like battery.  Constant horseplay leads to problems; at what point does it become bullying or battery?  Robert O’Neill points out that there are links on the School District website to guide parents on what to do.  The School Board is looking at statistics from bullying complaints.  Even a conservative estimate of 20% of students reporting bullying is still 8,000 kids a year.  Part of the problem is that families are not reporting; they had 200 reports last year.  Statistics from the 2010 FL Youth Substance Abuse Survey shows St. Lucie Co. in alignment with the whole State of Florida saying that Bullying caused worry.  With respect to “Was taunted,  Cyber-bullied, and Physically bullied,” St Lucie Co youth are above State numbers by 4.3%, 2.6%, and 4.% respectively.  Our youth admitted to bullying others 5.7% more than the average in Florida.  In the survey from our Elementary Students 80% said they felt safe in School.  That reflects that they know bullying is a series of events, not a one time insult.  Robert fears cyberbullying will get worse.  Attorneys for the School District say unless kids are using School District equipment, there is nothing the Schools can do.   In addition UCF statistics show that while every other group went down, suspension of high school students went up 53% in the State since last year.  Tardy and dress code account for quite a bit of the increase.  Of our statistics in St. Lucie Co. 4 high schools account for 60% of the behavioral referrals: skipping, tardy, and dress code.  

Wydea informed the group that some schools are focusing on reward instead of punishment.  For example, students are told that if they are on time their name will go into a drawing & they can win a prize.  This has had significant benefits even among high school students.  Specifically, PSL High instituted a 1 minute warning bell to prevent tardies; at the same time teachers are in the halls encouraging kids to get to class.  

Action Plan is multifaceted: There was some more discussion about the design of a pamphlet and where it could be distributed.  Suggestions: 2 Separate pamphlets one for kids and one for parents.  The pamphlet should include: a) personal testimony; it is particularly helpful for high school students. b)specific wording that can be used by bystanders to intervene or connect after the fact.  Pamphlets can be distributed at orientation night at beginning of School year, at local events.  

Ask Youth Leadership group what they think would be most effective venue to counter bullying in the County.  Twitter? YouTube?  How would they design a pamphlet? How would they distribute it?   Would they be willing to write and perform a 3 minute skit (bystanders intervene)?  A Forum could include a skit, a video and a panel to field questions and provide suggestions.  

5.
Announcements:

· There is a 3-day conference in Orlando on bullying    

· Children’s Home Society Mentoring program is looking for mentors and referrals of children with an incarcerated parent.  Invite Sheri Heisey here to talk about it.

Meeting Adjourned at 10:25

Minutes respectfully submitted by: Alice Kenyon, M.S. 

