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Board Meeting 
February 21, 2020, 9:00 a.m. 
William P. Hobby, Jr. Building
333 Guadalupe Street, Tower II, Room 400A
Austin, Texas 78701

MINUTES
A. The meeting of the Texas Board of Professional Geoscientists was called to order at 9:06 a.m.  Roll was called and a quorum was certified.  Members present were Board Chair Becky L. Johnson, P.G., Secretary/Treasurer Steven Fleming, P.G., Dr. Bereket Derie, Ph.D., P.G., Edward F. Janak, Jr., P.G., Lindsey Lee, Public Member, Brandon Stowers, Public Member, and Mark N. Varhaug, P.G., C.P.G.  W. David Prescott, II, P.G. was not in attendance.
B. The minutes from the November 15, 2019 Board Meeting were approved by unanimous consent.
C. Public comment. There were no comments from the public.
D. Chairman’s Report:  Board Chair Becky Johnson gave condolences for the passing of Board Member Drusilla Knight-Villarreal and for former Board Member Christopher C. Mathewson, P.G., P.E. She also mentioned her goal to re-establish TBPG’s partnership with TBPE, and various outreach opportunities.
E. Executive Director’s Report: Executive Rene Truan mentioned that TBPG has hired a new Compliance Coordinator to begin March 2, 2020. Also addressed were the update of TBPG’s brochures, which were provided to Board Members and are on the agency website.  Mr. Truan reported on the importance of outreach, staff accomplishments, the upcoming Four-Year Rule Review, the update of the Texas Geophysics Exam and rollout of the Geophysics Fundamentals exam, and TBPG’s upcoming Risk Assessment, and Strategic Planning reports.  Staff gave an overview of changes to TBPG’s online licensing capabilities since moving the database to HPC’s cloud.  
F. Ongoing Board Member training.  Implementation of statutory change to TOC 1002.060, concerning the annual training for board members and distribution of manual. TBPG staff handed out the 2020 annual board member training manual to the Board members.  Molly Roman gave a short summary of the items included in the manual.
G. Reports on recent Committee meetings. 
1. The Application Review and Continuing Education Committee meeting report for 02/20/2020, was given by Committee Chair Steven Fleming.  Elsa Paynes discussed the licensing data, ASBOG exam statistics, TGE exam statistics. The Committee had reviewed TBPG’s Waiver Policy; no changes are recommended at this time. Also discussed were the upcoming TBPG four year rule review of 22 TAC 850 and 851, the status of Advisory Committees, and potential outreach initiatives.

2. The Compliance and Enforcement Committee meeting report for 02/20/2020, was given by Committee Chair Becky Johnson.  Elsa Paynes reviewed current compliance program statistics, complaints dismissed by staff, and enforcement penalties collected for General Revenue. Chair Johnson addressed the Committee’s current review of the penalty matrix; the recent results of the firm registration questionnaire that was sent out regarding the elimination of firm registration; the upcoming TBPG four year rule review of 22 TAC 850 and 851; and potential outreach initiatives.

3. The General Issues Committee meeting report for 02/20/2020, was given by Committee Chair Bereket Derie.  He affirmed that the Committee had received the annual training manual for board members; he addressed continuing education opportunities that were available on TBPG’s website; the upcoming four year rule review of 22 TAC 850 and 851; and potential outreach initiatives.

4. The Financial Review/Strategic Planning Committee meeting report for 02/21/2020 was given by Becky Johnson.  Lisa Stockton reported on the Financial Report for FY 2020, and the upcoming LAR, Strategic Plan, and Risk Assessment. Also addressed were updates regarding IT expenditure, and the upcoming TBPG four year rule review of 22 TAC 850 and 851.
H. Applications for P.G. license received from the following individuals. 
a) Cecil R. Glass, III: Applicant for PG licensure requesting a waiver of the ASBOG Fundamentals and Practice of Geology examinations. The applicant met the requirements of TBPG’s policy for waiver of the fundamentals and practice examinations.  The Board unanimously approved the waivers for Cecil R. Glass, III, in a vote of 7-0.
b) Joseph Martinez: Applicant for PG licensure requesting a waiver of the ASBOG Fundamentals Geology examination. The applicant met the requirements of TBPG’s policy for waiver of the fundamentals of geology exam.  The Board unanimously approved Mr. Martinez’ request for waiver of the fundamentals of geology exam in a vote of 7-0.
c) Kera Gautreau: Applicant for PG licensure requesting a waiver of the ASBOG Fundamentals Geology examination. The applicant met the requirements of TBPG’s policy for waiver of the fundamentals of geology exam.  The Board unanimously approved Ms. Gautreau’s request for waiver of the fundamentals of geology exam in a vote of 7-0.
d) Hank Zhao: Applicant for PG licensure requesting a waiver of the ASBOG Fundamentals and Practice of Geology examinations. The applicant met the requirements of TBPG’s policy for waiver of the fundamentals and practice examinations.  The Board unanimously approved the waivers for examination for Hank Zhao, in a vote of 7-0.
I. Potential public/private outreach initiatives were discussed.  
J. Date for upcoming meetings and agenda items for next meeting. The next meetings are scheduled on April 23 and 24, 2020.
It was announced that TBPG Board Member Ms. Lindsey Lee has been reassigned to a different Board by the Governor of Texas.  The Board expressed appreciation for her contributions to the Texas Board of Professional Geoscientists, and TBPG Chair Becky Johnson presented to Ms. Lee a certificate of appreciation for her time spent furthering the mission of the Board.  
K. The meeting was adjourned at 11:24 a.m.
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