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Socratic Seminar Assignment

Here’s your chance to put your literary analysis, listening, and speaking skills to the test.
What is it?

A Socratic Seminar is a student-led discussion that is based on discussion questions.  Socrates, an Athenian philosopher born in 469 BC, is credited with formulating this method of discussion. Encouraging participants to sit in a circle, Socrates would draw knowledge from the group by presenting a series of deeply philosophical questions. A seminar consists of four elements: a text, discussion questions, a leader, and active participants.
What are your responsibilities?

· Refer to the text when needed during the discussion. A seminar is not a test of memory. You are not "learning a subject"; your goal is to understand the ideas, issues, and values reflected in the text.

· Ask questions about the reading or issues related to the reading.

· Ask for clarification of something you don’t understand.

· Make judgments that can be defended with the text.

· Locate facts and examples that can be cited as evidence for an argument.

· Connect the reading to the real world

· It's OK to "pass" when asked to contribute. 

· Do not participate if you are not prepared. 

· Stick to the point currently under discussion; make notes about ideas you want to come back to. 

· Move the seminar forward—avoid repetitions.

· Don't raise hands; take turns speaking. 

· Listen attentively and patiently. 

· Exhibit mature behavior with patience and self-control.

· Speak up so that all can hear you. 

· Talk to each other, not just to the leader. 

· Be aware of time in terms of how long you speak and in terms of the needs of others to speak

· Use specific examples when you speak and avoid generalizations.

· Avoid speaking for the group; use “I statements” when possible.

· Avoid interrupting someone when he or she is speaking and avoid side conversations.
How will you be graded?

· Come to the seminar prepared with five excellent discussion questions. Participate three times in a meaningful way during the seminar.  To participate in a meaningful way means to make a comment, make a connection to the text, ask a question that builds on what other participants are saying (15 points)
· Being an academic participant (15 points).  Do you…

*Speak loudly and clearly?  

*Listen to others respectfully? 


*Stick with the subject? 

*Avoid inappropriate language (slang, technical terms, sloppy diction, etc.)?
*Seem prepared/interested?
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In order to prepare for the upcoming Socratic seminar, you will need to gather significant quotations and examples from the book.  I will be grading you on your level of preparedness.  

Step 1:  Finding Evidence from Lord of the Flies:  Find specific examples from the book that help to answer each discussion question.  YOU MAY USE INFORMATION FROM ANY PART OF THE NOVEL.

Discussion Questions:  Write down 5 discussion questions that you might introduce to the group.  Remember, good discussion questions are “open ended” and produce more than just “yes/no” answers, or answers that are easily found in the book.  Ask deep, “so what” questions to enrich your discussion!
· Question 1:

Answer-
Evidence-
· Question 2:

Answer-

Evidence-
· Question 3:

Answer-

Evidence-
· Question 4:

Answer-

Evidence-
· Question 5:
Answer-

Evidence-
Lord of the Flies Socratic Seminar Questions
Why does the conch shell change colors?

Is Ralph a good leader?  Would Jack be a better leader than Raph?

Why did Golding choose a choir as Jack’s group?

How is the fire significant?

Describe the life of the “littluns.”

Describe Jack’s progress as a hunter.

What events foreshadow Piggy’s fate?

Describe what is happening to the boys’ appearance as the novel progresses and how is that symbolic.

What evidence do we have that Ralph was losing his mind toward the end?

Obviously, Piggy wants his glasses back in order that he might see.  Why else does he want the glasses returned?

To whom were Samneric loyal?

How would the book have been different if Simon had lived?

How would the book have been different if Jack never caught a pig?

How would the book have been different if the little boy never brought up the beast?

Who is the beast in American society?

Describe the significance of the title.

When there were only four of them, Ralph still blew the conch to start the final assembly. Why did he do this?

What weapons did Ralph and Jack use in their fight at the end and how is the choice of weapon symbolic?

What choices for hiding spots does Ralph choose from and why does he choose them?

Describe the ironic nature of the rescue.

If you had to state this theme in a sentence of at least ten words, how would you do so?

Describe your predictions for the life of the boys in the future.

How is fear used in the novel?

Why did Golding write the book with the main characters as children?

How would you have acted if you had been on the island?

Are people innately savage, civil, both, or neither?

"Fear is the enemy for civilization; fear prevents construction and progress"  Discuss fragility of civilization against the destructive powers of fear.

Explore the meaning of Golding's frequent repetition of the colors read/pink or blue/white in Lord of the Flies. What does he accomplish through such emphasis by repetition? 

Does Golding's style capture realistically the language and behavior patterns of children of this age?

Compare and contrast Ralph and Simon. Both seem to be “good” characters. Is there a difference in their goodness?

How does Jack use the beast to control the other boys?

Of all the characters, it is Piggy who most often has useful ideas and sees the correct way for the boys to organize themselves. Yet the other boys rarely listen to him and frequently abuse him. Why do you think this is the case? In what ways does Golding use Piggy to advance the novel’s themes?

What, if anything, might the dead parachutist symbolize? Does he symbolize something other than what the beast and the Lord of the Flies symbolize?

The sow’s head and the conch shell each wield a certain kind of power over the boys. In what ways do these objects’ powers differ? In what way is Lord of the Flies a novel about power? About the power of symbols? About the power of a person to use symbols to control a group?

What role do the littluns play in the novel? In one respect, they serve as gauges of the older boys’ moral positions, for we see whether an older boy is kind or cruel based on how he treats the littluns. But are the littluns important in and of themselves? What might they represent?

What makes Jack a powerful leasder?  How do you think Golding wants you to respond to Jack?

Why do you think Golding chose to set Lord of the Flies on an island, and how does he use the island in the novel?

Is Lord of the Flies a good book for 9th graders to read?

Who is to blame for what happened on the island?

Why does Ralph cry at the end of the novel?  Why had he never cried before?
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Socratic Seminar Worksheet








