The Crucible: Socratic Seminar

Questions on MORALITY:

1. Plain and simple, did John do the right thing?

2. Who is more to blame for a marriage falling apart—the cold wife at home, the husband who looks for another, or the other female he finds?

3. Can “the girls” ever be redeemed for what they have done? Is youth and ignorance an excuse for the decisions we make?

4. At the end, Hale tries to convince Elizabeth that it is simply vain not to confess in a time like this. Is he right? Were those who did confess to save their lives just smarter than those who died for righteousness?

Questions on FEAR:

5. How powerful is fear? Use examples from McCarthyism AND the witch trials to back up your answer. 

6. Does fear provide any justification for the actions of some involved?

7. How important is the society, not only in Salem, but also during McCarthy’s time? Why?

Questions on OTHER WITCH HUNTS:

8. Discuss the many witch hunts throughout our country’s history. You may also pull in examples you have read about or are familiar with from other countries as well. 

9. What characteristics are similar in all of the American “witch hunts” over the years? What statement does this seem to make about our society?

10. Do you feel that there will continue to be these types of “hunts” in the future or have we finally gotten to a point where we can learn from the mistakes of our past?

