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Editorial

Turnaround? 2010 Census numbers show improvement in the region

April 4, 2011, 5:00 AM

Remember that catchphrase of the 1960s — “I’ve been down so long, it looks like up to me”? Central New Yorkers may adopt a similar worldview after results of the 2010 Census last month showed the four-county region’s population set a record.

The combined populations of Onondaga, Madison, Oswego and Cayuga counties is 742,603 — an increase of 1.5 percent since 2000, ahead of the prior record of 742,177 set in 1990.

That number is definitely “up.” But you have to squint a bit, statistically speaking, to sustain the good feelings all the way through the number crunching.

Syracuse lost 1.5 percent of its population since 2000. The city that outranked Los Angeles, Atlanta and Seattle in 1900 is now No. 170 in the nation, between Torrance, Calif., and Bridgeport, Conn. The “less bad news” is that city officials were expecting a decline of up to 10 percent.

New York City’s population actually grew 2.1 percent, and the Big Apple remains the nation’s largest city, way ahead of Los Angeles. But Buffalo lost another 10.7 percent — its population is half of what it was 50 years ago. Rochester is down 4.2 percent.

The biggest local winners are Madison County, whose 5.8 percent increase represents the sixth-highest gain among the state’s counties; the Madison County town of Hamilton (up 16.7 percent); and the Onondaga County towns of Pompey (up 15 percent), Cicero (up 13 percent), and Lysander (up 12.8 percent).

These numbers prompt some knowledgeable observers to conclude — with perhaps a touch of parochial wishful thinking — that Central New York’s long slide is moderating or even coming to an end. “It’s done,” declares Michael Wasylenko, a social science expert at Syracuse University’s Maxwell School. “We may have turned a corner,” observes Paul Driscoll in Syracuse City Hall.

Driscoll credits initiatives to improve housing and stabilize neighborhoods, along with programs welcoming and integrating immigrants. Wasylenko credits a buildup in technology jobs. Onondaga County Executive Joanie Mahoney points to “eds and meds” — jobs in higher education and health care, sectors well-represented in Central New York.

This is good news — not just bad news upSide down. It should help Central New York weather the coming redistricting process, as the state downsizes by two congressional districts. Of course, that depends on Albany appointing an objective redistricting commission that pays attention to the facts, not just the political implications.
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