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AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

Mrs. Musselman 

(lmusselmman@twinsburgcsd.org) [image: image2.png]



Introduction:  Welcome to AP Environmental Science.  I am excited about teaching you this year.  As you progress through the course, you will gain exposure to significant environmental issues, their causes, their impact on human life, and possible resolutions.  During this course, you will integrate what you have learned in biology and chemistry with economics, politics, social science, and ethics. At the conclusion of the course, it is expected that you will not only take the AP Environmental Science exam, but that you will have an appreciation for the importance of the environment and its complexities.  Lastly, I hope that you will leave the course with a new respect for the environment and its importance for future generations.

Nature of the Course:  Because this is course as designated as "Advanced Placement (AP)", students are expected to perform at a level commensurate with college students.  In turn, this course will be taught at a level comparable to college.  Students are expected to spend a substantial amount of time outside of class.  Much of this time will be spent on reading, writing, and researching various topics.  This course will require an above average amount of maturity for students.  It is also expected that all students will be cooperate with adhering to classroom and school rules and policies.  Further, inappropriate behavior is discouraged and will result in appropriate disciplinary action.  Due to the material that is required to be covered, students must attend class regularly, participate actively, and complete all required assignments.  
The following themes provide a foundation for the structure of the course:

1.  Science is a process. 

2.  Energy conversions underlie all ecological processes.

3.  The Earth itself is one interconnected system.

4.  Humans alter natural systems.

5.  Environmental problems have a cultural and social context.

6.  Human survival depends on developing practices that will achieve sustainable systems.

[image: image3.wmf]Date of Exam:  The AP Environmental Science exam is scheduled for 

Monday, May 1st at 8 AM

www.apcentral.collegeboard.com
The three hour long exam will be divided equally between a Multiple Choice and a Free Response Section

Textbook Information:  Environmental Science AP, Friedland and Relyea 1st Edition, 2012. By W.H. Freeman and Company.

Course Outline:  Our course outline will reflect topics as referenced by the AP Environmental Science course description.  We will cover the following the topics:

Unit




Topic


         Chapters
  1

Introduction, History, Issues & Laws

1 & 20

  2

Energy Flow





2 & 3

  3

Global Climates & Biomes



4

  4

Biodiversity






5, 6 & 18

  5

Human Populations




7

  6 

Food, Soil & Land




10 & 11

  7

Earth Systems & Energy Resources

8, 12, 13

  8  

Global Change





19

  9

Waste & Human Health & Env Risks

16 & 17
 10

Water & Water  Pollution



9 & 14

 11

Air Pollution





15

 12

Sustainability





20

[image: image4.wmf]Evaluation:  The final average will be determined according to the following scale:
 Tests-MQ/FRQ






35%
 Quizzes







15%
 Projects                             




20%
 Labs                                                    



20%

 Classwork & Homework                    



10%
 
Each assignment, quiz, test, and lab will be worth a certain number of points and your grade will be recorded as the number correct out of the total number possible.  As evidenced by the grading scale, tests and labs are very important. 

Long term labs and assignments

Laboratory activities are similar to those assigned in a college freshman level course, and, as such, require more work than high school level labs.  Follow the AP Environmental Science Standardized Lab Report Form on all labs specified by me.
MATERIALS:

· 3 ring binder 

· Lab Notebook

· Loose Leaf Paper

· Pencils and blue or black pens

· Calculator

· Notecards
· Flashdrive
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Technology Use:  Students will be expected to use computers widely in this class.  Recent surveys of first-year college science programs have shown computer use to be widespread across the nation.  Therefore, a high degree of computer competency is expected.  Programs to be used include:  Microsoft Word (for constructing formal lab reports), Microsoft Excel (for manipulating lab data and constructing graphs), Microsoft Powerpoint (for constructing presentations based on your research or laboratory experience), the Internet (for locating valuable websites and emailing capabilities).  
Communication:  I encourage all parents and students to regular communicate with me.   I may be contacted by email at lmusselman@twinsburgcsd.org  or by calling the school at 330-486-2400.  It is my goal to communicate frequently with students and parents regarding their progress in the course.  If you have any concerns or issues regarding this course, please come talk to me after class or before or after school.
ABSENCES/MAKE-UP WORK:
It is the student’s responsibility to make up missed work in compliance with the THS handbook.  Anything not made up will result in a zero.

Late work will be accepted minus 10% each additional day late.  No late work will be accepted after the unit test.  
CLASSROOM RULES:
1) Come prepared with the necessary materials EVERY day

2) Be IN your seat ready to work when the bell rings
3) Raise your hand and wait to be recognized before speaking

4) Be respectful of others and their belongings

5) Per federal OSHA regulations: NO EATING OR DRINKING DURING LABS!
6) Cell phones will be confiscated if seen or heard (unless permission is given for a particular assignment)

NOTE:   This is a laboratory class.  All students will follow safety and clean up.


"This we know; the earth does not belong to man; man belongs to the earth. This we know. All things are connected like the blood which unites one family. All things are connected."


	        


		~Chief Seattle








"Think left and think right and think low and think high.                                     Oh, the thinks you can think up if only you try!" 


	        ~Dr. Suess











