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Prerequisites:  At least one course in the social sciences (SOC, PSY, CJS, ECO, GEO, HIS, ANT, or POS) with a grade ‘C’ or higher;’ Placement by assessment or MAT 006 grade ‘C’ or higher; Complete ENG 120 with a minimum graded of ‘C’  
Catalog Description (40 Word Limit):


Examination of social science research methods from theoretical, applied and ethical points of view. Acquaints students with qualitative and quantitative techniques and procedures used to measure human behavior, gather and analyze data, and evaluate and report on findings. 
List the Major Course Segments (Units)                                    Contact Lt Hrs            Contact Lab Hrs

	Why Research
	5

	Finding Research
	5

	Evaluating Research
	5

	Doing Research in the Social Sciences
	15

	Sharing Research
	15


	EVALUATION:
	Quizzes
	x
	Exams
	x
	Oral Pres.
	x
	Papers
	x

	
	Lab Work
	
	Projects
	x
	Comp Final
	x
	Other
	


Textbook:               Title:  Making Sense of the Social World






Author: Daniel F. Chambliss and Russell K. Schutt

Publisher: Sage

Volume/Edition: 4th edition



Copyright Date: 2012
                                Title:  Writing in Sociology






Author: Mark Edwards

Publisher: Sage

Volume/Edition: 



Copyright Date: 2012
	Major Course Segment
	Hours
	Learning Outcomes
Students will be able to 

	Considering Research
	5
	Describe what social science research is, the goals of social research, the process of social research, the ethics of social research, and how theory supports research.

	Finding Research
	5
	Use library databases (e.g., EBSCOhost, ProQuest, JSTOR), Google Scholar, and interlibrary loan. Students will compose an annotated bibliography in order to keep track of their research history.

	Evaluating Research
	5
	Explain what makes academic research different from journalistic and other types of research. Evaluate claims in the media. Describe the process and importance of peer review.

	Doing Research in the Social Sciences
	15
	Describe research design, conceptualization, operationalization, measurement, indexes, scales, typologies, sampling, experiments, qualitative methods (field research, content analysis, evaluation research), quantitative methods (surveys), and comparative methods. Compare research methods used by sociologists, psychologists, economists, geographers, historians, criminologists, anthropologists, political scientists and other social scientists. Students will learn basic SPSS (statistical software).

	Sharing Research
	15
	Prepare literature reviews and write about their own research. Use APA format. Discuss her or his own research in-class oral presentations.


COURSE OUTCOMES:

· Describe the process of social science research.

· Demonstrate how to do social science research

· Evaluate social science research 

· Explain social science research

