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Jim Schofield, Principal
August 2011
Dear San Gabriel High School Parents and Guardians:
President Bush signed into law the No Child Left Behind Act on January 8, 2001.  Based on this law, schools identified as Program Improvement (PI) Schools must notify all parents of students in attendance and offer the students the opportunity to attend schools within or outside the District which are Non Program Improvement Schools.  The District must also provide transportation at the District’s expense, subject to space and available funding.  If the home school exits PI by making Adequate Yearly Progress for two consecutive years, the student can remain at the school of choice; however, transportation will no longer be district-paid.
A Program Improvement School is a school that has not met its Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) growth target for two consecutive years in English Language Arts and/or Math.  In order for schools to meet the AYP growth targets, they not only have to meet the schoolwide target, but also the targets for each significant subgroup in their school’s population.  (Subgroups are student populations indicated by ethnicity and socio-economic status, English Learners and Disabilities.)  Each subgroup has two targets to meet.  One target is for academic growth and another for participation in taking the test.  For high schools, the AYP measures are the percentage of sophomores taking both sections of the CAHSEE (English Language Arts and Math), the percentage of students scoring proficient on the CAHSEE, the state measure of academic growth, the Academic Performance Index (API) and graduation rate.  
San Gabriel High School met all AYP requirements in the 2010-11 school year.  Several interventions in English and math for students who are at-risk of not scoring proficient or above on the CAHSEE have been instituted over the last several years.  These interventions have yielded impressive results.  Therefore, San Gabriel High School has not progressed into the second year of PI and there are no further sanctions applied to our school. AYP and API reports about our school can be obtained from the school or on the California Department of Education website at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ay.  Our School Accountability Report Card is available on the district website at http://www.ausd.us.
San Gabriel High School has made significant gains in student achievement based on the Academic Performance Index (API) over the past several years.  Academic Performance Index (API) is based on the California Standards tests students in grades 9, 10 and 11 in several subjects including math (algebra, geometry and trigonometry), science (biology, chemistry and physics), language arts and history/social science.  In 2009 the Growth API was 744,  in 2010 the Growth API was 758, and the 2011 API is 798 indicating consistent improvement each year.

San Gabriel High has always been and continues to be committed to improvement in student learning.  Students take standards-based classes.  Teachers are actively participating in standards-based professional development, assessment and strategies to help all students meet State standards.  We have created collaborative teams of teachers in grade 6-12.  Reading and Math Intervention classes are scheduled for students needing additional assistance.  Free tutoring is available after school.  
Parents play an integral part in increasing student achievement and are encouraged to be involved in their students’ education.  San Gabriel High School works closely with parents to provide classes in parenting skills, advocacy and supporting your student’s learning at home.  Grade-level parent meetings are held each year and additionally, all 10th graders are scheduled for student/parent conferences with counselors to discuss the 4-year high school plan.  Two bilingual School Community Coordinators are on site to assist parents with family needs.  Each year in November the school offers Parent Conference and Report Card Night to give parents an opportunity to discuss academic issues with each teacher and make plans for improvement if needed.  Parents are encouraged to work closely with teachers and students on homework assignments, to volunteer at school and to attend meetings of the Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA) and the School Site Council (SSC).

South Pasadena High School has been selected as the Non-Program Improvement School to receive students from San Gabriel High School who wish to exercise the choice option. There are three openings available in each grade 9-12.  Their school year is August 25, 2011 through June 14, 2012.  In 2010 South Pasadena High School had a Statewide Rank of 10 and an overall API of 879 with 83.1% of students proficient in English and 82.8 % proficient in math.  If you are interested in having your child(ren) transfer to South Pasadena High School, permit requests will be available in the Deputy Superintendent’s Office at the District Office at 1515 West Mission Road, Alhambra, California 91803, or at the home school Guidance Office.  Applications must be completed and returned to the Deputy Superintendent’s Office by August 26, 2011.  After the permit is completed, the parent takes the permit to the South Pasadena High School Principal’s office to complete the choice option.
Each application is for an individual student.  Approval of an application for the student does not mean that an application for brothers and sisters will be approved automatically.  Priority will be given to lowest achieving student(s) in accordance with the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act (Section 1116, sub section E (ii)) and low socioeconomic status (Section 1116, sub section E (ii)).  

Parents who wish their student(s) to remain at their school of residence are guaranteed a place at that school and do not need to fill out an application.

If you have any questions regarding school transfers, please call Harold Standerfer, Deputy Superintendent, at 626-943-3400.

Sincerely,

Jim Schofield, Principal, 

San Gabriel High School
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