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Darlington High School
Honors College

Jump Start Your College Education

Darlington High School Honors College partners with Florence-Darlington Technical College (FDTC) to offer general education college courses while students are still enrolled in high school.  FDTC has an arrangement that allows students earning a C or higher in each dual credit class to transfer the credit earned to any state college or university in South Carolina.  Out of state and private colleges and universities may also accept these courses after evaluating the student’s transcript.  
The Darlington High School Honors College began in 2006 with three dual credit classes: English 101 and 102 and Psychology.  Since then, the program has grown to include two history courses with plans to add science and mathematics to the curriculum. The purpose of the Darlington High School Honors College is to enhance the current Pathways to Success program by allowing students to receive both high school Carnegie Units and 3 hours college credit for each general education course related to their Academy of Study.
The Honors College curriculum benefits students in many ways.  First, the program helps students save time.  Students can receive up to two semesters of college while taking courses related to their interests.  Second, the program helps families save money. Dual credit courses can be paid through lottery funds or at a savings to parents.  Third, many college courses are now delivered via the web. To help students prepare for this, some of our courses are offered online; however, unlike the traditional college experience, our students receive the benefit of having a teacher in class to help guide them and give them additional support.  This allows students to be successful in online college courses later in their careers.  Finally, Honors College classes have a very low teacher to student ratio thus giving students individualized attention.  

The Honors College has high expectations for students.  The curriculum is challenging and additional study time is necessary.  Parents of Honors College students are also very involved.  Without parent support the program could not be successful.  If you are interested in receiving a “Jump Start” on college while still in high school, consider the Darlington High School Honors College.

Honors College Program of Studies

Middle School

While students enter the Honors College their ninth grade year, it is important that they begin preparing for the recommended course of study by taking honors and advanced classes.  In eighth grade, students should take English I Honors and Algebra I Honors to take advantage of all dual credit class offerings in high school.

Ninth Grade
When students enter the ninth grade they work with guidance counselors to develop their Individual Graduation Plans.  During the development process students learn about different professions and the criteria to enter these professions. Each student selects one of the six Academy of Study options to pursue.  It is recommended that students enroll in English II Honors, Global Studies I GT, Physical Science Honors, and Algebra II Honors for their ninth grade core classes.  
Tenth Grade
Students review their plans again in tenth grade and make any changes needed.  During the spring semester students need to submit qualifying SAT, ACT, or Compass scores.  In addition, guidance counselors will help students select dual credit courses for their eleventh grade year that correspond with their Academy of Study.  The recommended core course of study during the tenth grade year includes English III Honors, Global Studies II GT, Biology Honors, and Geometry Honors.
Eleventh Grade
During the eleventh grade year, the Honors College student begins taking college courses.  Students will have the opportunity to take up to four college courses during this academic year.  A unique component of the Honors College is the program’s flexibility.  For example, students deciding to take completer courses at the DCIT may elect to take only the dual credit courses that best fit their schedule and interests.  The recommended core course of study for the eleventh grade year is listed in the table below.
	Fall Semester
	Spring Semester

	English IV Honors
	English 101*

	United States History 201*
	Chemistry Honors

	Biology 101*
	United States History 202*

	Pre-Calculus Honors


* denotes a dual credit course

Twelfth Grade
Honors College students complete their college studies during their twelfth grade year by completing up to four additional college courses.  Once again, the program’s flexible structure enables students who enroll after their junior year to take advantage of the dual credit courses and earn up to nine college credits.  The recommended core course of study for the twelfth grade year is listed in the table below.
	Fall Semester
	Spring Semester

	Government / Economics GT
	English 102*

	Chemistry 110*
	Math 110*

	Psychology 201*


* denotes a dual credit course

Course Descriptions
English 101 Description 

This course is a college transfer course that includes a study of composition in conjunction with appropriate literary selections and frequent theme assignments to reinforce writing. A review of standard usage and basic research techniques are also presented. Students will be expected to demonstrate competent knowledge of the writing process, gathering and using information, writing a well-organized and well developed essay using Standard American English, using and documenting research using MLA style and using basic word processing skills to complete assignments.  Students need to successfully complete this course with a C or higher to enroll in English 102.
English 102 Description
This is a college transfer course designed to help students develop an appreciation of literature, interpretative skills in reading literature, and the ability to write effectively about literature.  The course includes the development of writing skills through logical organization, effective style, literary analysis and research.  An introduction to literary genre is also included. A review of standard usage and basic research techniques are also presented as needed. Students will be expected to demonstrate competent knowledge of the writing process, gathering and using information, writing a well-organized and well developed essay using Standard American English, using and documenting research using MLA style and using basic word processing skills to complete assignments.  English 101 is a prerequisite for this course.
Psychology 201
Students enrolled in Psychology 201 will be engaged in an introductory level psychology course that focuses on the study of human behavior and mental processes.  This class will start with the definition of psychology and take students on a journey through the various psychological perspectives.  Topics for the class include but are not limited to how the brain functions, motivation, emotion, sensation, perception, consciousness, learning, memory, intelligence, human development, personality, stress, and finally psychological disorders and their treatment.  Psychology 201 satisfies most colleges’ requirement for a social science elective.  

History 201 and 202
The dual-credit United States History courses provide students the opportunity to earn six college hours.  Students successfully completing both History 201 (pre-European contact to 1877) and History 202 (1877 to the present) also satisfy the US History requirement for high school graduation.  Typical of this college level curriculum, students are expected to explore much more deeply the concepts of cause and effect, critical understanding and questioning, as well as formulating and defending their ideas using primary source and other historically valid material.  Student must earn a C or higher in History 201 to enroll in History 202.
But Don’t Take Our Word for It…
"Although these classes were rigorous and demanding at times, I would not trade my experience for anything!  The courses are indeed tough, but now I am no longer labeled as a 'smart kid' but have earned the title! 

--Geraldine Ramirez, Class of '06

“I appreciate dual credit classes because it gives me an advantage over other students who have only taken high school courses. Also I enjoy dual credit classes because it allows me to experience college classes beforehand.  It is also much more affordable to take college courses in high school than taking them in a college or university. Taking the college class in high school can help you determine whether or not you want to major in that field.”

--Psychology student, Class of ‘08
“I really enjoyed the History 201 and 202 classes because they provided an in-depth learning experience of American History.  Taking American History over the course of a year instead of one semester allowed for great class discussions and helped me retain the material better.  Receiving college credit and not having to take the course in the future is another plus.”
--Anthony Holloman, Class of ‘09
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