                                                                                                           Course Syllabus

AP Psychology

2010-2011
Teacher:  Mrs. Scottie House                    Room: 022 – History Building

Phone:  727-2061                                      Available daily:  8:00-8:45 a.m. and 

Email:  shouse@wsfcs.k12.nc.us          3:45 – 4:30  Planning periods – 2nd & 4th
General Overview of the Course:  AP Psychology is designed to introduce high school students to a course consistent with a college-level psychology course.  Students will learn the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals.  Students will be exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with the major subfields within psychology.  The workload and expectations in this course are the same as a course taught at a four-year college or university.  Students will be expected to do extensive reading of the textbook as well as other supplemental readings.  Active participation in classroom discussions is expected and students will engage in various research projects involving basic, applied and clinical research.  The course will be conducted like a college course and is intended to prepare students to take the AP Psychology Exam on Monday, May 2, 2011
Course Objectives

1. Students will study the major core concepts, theories and subfields in psychology including research methods, biological basis of behavior, developmental psychology, sensation and perception, cognitive psychology, abnormal psychology and social psychology.  They will be able to define and use key terms in their everyday vocabulary.

2. Students will learn the basic skills pf psychological research and apply psychological concepts to their own lives.

3. Students will develop critical thinking and reasoning skills

4. Students will have mastery of the course content so that they can obtain a passing score on the AP Psychology exam to be administered on Monday, May 2, 2011.
Textbook

Myers, David.  Psychology, 7th Edition.  Additional materials, study guides, practice tests and essays can be found online at David Myers’ website at www.worthpublishers.com/myers.  PsychQuest and PsychSim are also available at this site.   
Supplemental Texts and Resources

Annual Editions Series (Selected journal articles).  McGraw Hill, 2002-2007.

Hock, Roger R.  Forty Studies that Changed Psychology. New Jersey, 2005.

Released AP Exams and other support materials from College Board
**I strongly recommend that you buy an AP Psychology study guide/exam review early in the year.  (If you wait until late April or May, you will find that they are sold out!)  
They are also great study guides for chapter tests throughout the year.  Suggestions are:   5 Steps to a Five on the AP Psychology Exam by Laura Maitland and Barron’s Guide to the AP Psychology Exam by Rob McEntauffer.  They can be found at Borders, Barnes and Noble or ordered online.  I would strongly suggest buying an unused copy!
First Quarter:  The goal of the first quarter is to introduce students to the experience of taking psychology as a social science taught at the college level.  Major topics covered will include:  history and approaches of psychology, research and methodology, biological basis of psychology, developmental psychology and sensation and perception.  Chapters 1-6 in the textbook will be covered.  There will be five unit tests (One on each of the following: research and methodology, developmental psychology, sensation and perception and two on the biological basis of psychology) and a quiz on history and approaches in psychology.

Unit 1:  History, Approaches and Research Methods

A. Logic, Philosophy and History of Science

B. Approaches/Perspectives in Psychology

C. Experimental, Correlation and Clinical Research

D. Application of the Scientific Method

E. Use of Statistics in Research

F. Ethical Guidelines in Research (APA Guidelines)

Unit 2:  Biological Basis of Behavior (This unit is taught in two parts)

Part One – The Nervous System and The Endocrine System

A. Neural Transmission

B. Functional Organization of the Nervous System

C. The Endocrine System

Part Two – The Structure of the Brain and Brain Imaging Techniques

A. Neuroanatomy

B. Physiological Imaging Techniques

Unit 3:  Developmental Psychology

A. Life-Span Approach

B. The Nature vs. Nurture Debate as it Relates to Human Development

C. Infancy and Attachment Studies

D. Developmental Theories (Piaget, Kohlberg and Erikson)

E. Dimensions of Development

F. The Grief Cycle

G. Developmental Studies and Research

H. Sex Roles and Sex Differences

I. Genetics

Unit 4:  Sensation and Perception

A. Thresholds

B. Sensory Mechanisms

C. Sensory Adaptation

D. Attention

E. Perceptual Processes

Second Quarter:  The goal of the second quarter is to introduce students to the study of states of consciousness, learning and cognition, which includes units on memory, thinking and language and intelligence.  Topics that were covered in the first quarter will be integrated into these new topical areas, in particular terms and concepts from the biology chapter.  A primary expectation is that students begin to apply and conceptualize information in addition to memorizing and learning terms at a basic level.

Unit 5:  States of Consciousness

A. Sleep and Dreaming

B. Hypnosis and other altered states of consciousness

C. Psychoactive Drugs:  classification and effects

Unit 6:  Learning

A. Classical Conditioning

B. Operant Conditioning

C. Cognitive Processes in Learning

D. Biological Factors

E. Social Learning (Observational Learning)

Unit 7:  Memory

A. The Encoding Process

B. The Storage Process

C. The Retrieval Process

D. Long-Term and Short-Term Memory

E. Forgetting

Unit 8:  Thinking and Language

A. Language and its Structure

B. Thinking

C. Problem-Solving and Creativity

D. Theories of Language Development

Unit 9:  Intelligence

A. History of Intelligence Testing and Evaluation

B. Intelligence

C. Intelligence Testing

D. Types of Tests

E. Components of Tests (validity, reliability, standardization, norms, etc.)

F. Heredity/Environment and Intelligence

G. The Highly Gifted and Mental Retardation

H. Cultural Bias

Third Quarter:  Students will gain knowledge of many of the clinical aspects of psychology.  They should gain insight into the medical and biological explanations for behaviors and mental illnesses.  Topics covered include motivation and emotions, personality, abnormal psychology, therapies and stress and health.

Unit 10:  Motivation and Emotions

A. Biological Bases of Motivation

B. Theories of Motivation

C. Hunger, Thirst, Sex, and Pain

D. Social Motives

E. Theories of Emotion

F. Stress

Unit 11:  Personality and Personality Theories

A. The Psychoanalytic Perspective

B. The Humanistic Perspective

C. The Socio-Cognitive Perspective

D. The Trait Perspective

E. Personality Assessment Techniques

Unit 12:  Abnormal Psychology

A. Definitions of Abnormality

B. Use of the DSM-IV to classify mental illnesses

C. Models of Psychopathology

D. Anxiety Disorders

E. Somatic Disorders

F. Mood Disorders

G. Schizophrenic Disorders

H. Dissociative Disorders

I. Personality Disorders

Unit 13:  Therapies, Stress and Health

A. Psychoanalytic Therapy

B. Humanistic Therapy

C. Cognitive Therapy

D. Behavioral Therapy

E. Biomedical Therapy

F. Modes of Therapy (individual and group)

G. Community and Preventive Approaches

H. The General Adaptation Syndrome

I. Correlational Studies linking stress and health

Fourth Quarter:  During this quarter, one new unit, Social Psychology, will be introduced.  Students will learn about the effects of groups on individual behavior.  The remainder of the quarter will be spent on review and preparation for the AP Exam that will take place in May.  Preparation for this exam will involve taking several review quizzes as well as practice on prior released AP exams.  The review will be divided between multiple choice questions and free response questions.

Unit 14:  Social Psychology

A. Individual Behavior in Group Settings

B. Social Attraction

C. Gender Issues

D. Race and Ethnicity

E. Conformity and Obedience Studies and Experiments

F. Attitudes and Attitude Change

G. Aggression

Unit 15:  AP Exam Preparation and Review

A. Students will take 10 review quizzes.

B. Students will do three sets of prior AP Free-Response Questions

C. Students will take the 1994, 1999 and 2004 AP Exams.

D. Students will participate in strategy sessions on how to prepare for the AP exam.

E. Students will be offered out-of-class review sessions for the AP exam.

Materials and Supplies:
1.  3-ring binder (2 ½ - 3” recommended for the year)

2.  loose-leaf paper

3.  dividers – 15-20 for the year

4.  pens/pencils

5. 3 x 5 index cards – the kind on the spiral ring work well) – for flashcards

Tests and Free Response Questions
Students can expect a test after each chapter.  Since one of the goals of the AP Psychology course is to make a passing score on the AP exam, students will have plenty of practice for the AP exam with multiple choice and free response questions.  The AP exam consists of 100 multiple choice questions and 2 free response questions.  We will spend a considerable amount of time learning about free response questions and how they are graded on the AP exam.  Most chapter tests will consist of  30 multiple choice questions and 1 free response.
Reading Quizzes
There will be at least one reading quiz each week on the assigned reading in the textbook.  These will be unannounced.  Students can expect a generous amount of reading each night; this is necessary to cover the amount of material for this course.  Students will be able to use notes and/or index cards for the reading quizzes, but not their textbook.  The format for the quizzes will be multiple choice, matching or fill in the blank.

Projects

There will be a major project assigned for each quarter.  Project types and topics will vary each quarter.  The first quarter project will be a research paper on a famous person in psychology.  Some projects will be group projects while others are individual.
Reading
This class requires a lot of reading and responsibility is placed on the students to keep up with the class.  This course is the equivalent of an Introductory College course in Psychology and students will be reading a college level textbook.  Students are expected to read the material to be discussed before each class.   In addition, outside supplemental readings will be assigned periodically during the course with students responsible for completing a journal or article review.

Vocabulary Index Cards

Students are strongly encouraged to keep index cards of all the vocabulary words from the text for every unit of study.  The cards are an indispensable study aid for reading quizzes, chapter tests as well as the AP exam.  They can also serve as a boost to your grade as occasionally they can be used for extra credit.-
In-Class Activities

Throughout the course, you will complete in-class activities.  These activities will vary in nature and will enhance your understanding of the lecture topics.  These activities include hands-on activities, videos and computer activities.

Suggestions

· Students should start the year organized and keep track of all handouts, notes, quizzes and tests throughout the year

· Students are strongly encouraged to make vocabulary index cards for each chapter

· Students are strongly encouraged to take notes on the textbook and utilize the chapter reviews in the test and on the textbook web site.  Read actively; don’t just LOOK at the words – preview a chapter before you start to read it.  Please don’t read an entire chapter in one setting.  Also, don’t ignore pictures, diagrams, tables and cartoons in your text.
· Students are encouraged to ask questions if they do not understand a concept and seek help if they need it.  I am available for tutoring both before and after school.  Please sign up on the calendar on my door.

· VERY IMPORTANT – Attendance is crucial in an AP class.  When you miss class, you miss a great deal of information, not to mention a reading quiz or test.  Missing class can get you behind in class and often, it is difficult to catch up.  Please do not schedule appointments during this class.

Grading:                                                                             Progress Reports
Unit/Chapter Tests and Projects             60%                     9/15, 10/6, 11/17, 12/8, 2/9, 3/2,                   
Quizzes/Homework/ Classwork             40%                         4/20 and 5/11
RJR Tardy Policy:   Tardies will be cumulative on a quarterly basis.

1st – 7th:  Parent/guardian notified.

8th -        5 days lunch detention.  Parent/guardian is notified 

9th         One day in ISS.   Parent/guardian is notified.

19th+:     Out of school suspension (OSS).  Parent/guardian is notified.

Absences
As previously stated, attendance is crucial to achieve academic success.  A student with five (5) or more absences from this class during a quarter (10 per semester) may receive an F for the quarter.  Students must present an excuse note when they return to class.

Make-Up Work
Students who are absent from class have the responsibility to make-up the work they miss and should discuss any make-up work with me once they return to class.  Students have one (1) day to complete their make-up work for each day they were absent (maximum of 10 days).  Extra worksheets from the day are placed in the make-up work folder.  Any work assigned prior to the student’s absence is expected to be handed in immediately upon their return to school.
Late Work
All assignments are on the assigned due date, including homework.  Any work not turned in on time will be counted as a zero.  Projects are due by 3:40 on the assigned due date.  If you are at school at any time during the day a project or assignment is due, it should be turned in, or it is considered late, even if you do not attend psychology class.  This includes athletic events.  Projects turned in late will be marked down 20%.  No project will be accepted more than 1 day late.
Honor Code and Academic Misconduct
Students will abide by the honor code statement:  “I have neither given nor received help on this assignment” for all assignments unless specifically exempted by the instructor.  Violations of the honor code pledge will result in a zero for the assignment, a disciplinary referral to the office consistent with the school system policy on cheating, and potential loss of membership in honor societies.  Examples of violations of this policy include (but are not limited to): giving or receiving help on any in-class or take-home test, essay, or quiz; plagiarism of material on take-home essays, and discussion of any quiz, test, or essay questions with students who have not yet completed that assignment.  Student should familiarize themselves fully with the R. J. Reynolds Academic Misconduct Policy.
A final note ……….

This is my fifth year teaching AP psychology at RJR and I am looking forward to this year and working with you.  I am thrilled that we are able to offer this AP class and pleased that so many of you wanted to take it.  PLEASE do not hesitate to talk to me at school or by email if you have any questions or concerns.  I also encourage parents/guardians to contact me at anytime.  I look forward to a great year in AP Psychology!!!!!!!!!
Scottie House
