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MN ranks highly on a large number of indicators

Source: Minnesota Compass



Source: U.S. Census Bureau Population Estimates, Compiled by MN Compass 3



Nobles County has grown by ~1,100 people in the last 17 years

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census and Population Estimates 4

23,365

20,098
21,944

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2017

25,000

20,000

15,000

10,000

5,000

0

Nobles County Population, 1950-2017



Nobles County population projected to remain stable

5Source: MN State Demographic Center
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Nobles Projected to decline 
.4% or ~100 people between 2015 and 2030
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Nobles EDR 8
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Source: MN State Demographic Center



Births Deaths Domestic International Total Change

3000

2000

1000

0

-1000

-2000

-3000

2010-2017

Since the last census…

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates Program
Migration



Midwestern states tend to lose residents to other 
states on net—but gain residents from abroad

Net Migration
 

Total International Domestic
North Dakota 56,271 9,475 46,796
Minnesota 42,028 80,206 -38,178
Iowa 24,643 35,326 -10,683
South Dakota 21,072 9,563 11,509
Nebraska 14,572 24,303 -9,731
Indiana 4,511 63,671 -59,160
Missouri -6,804 51,332 -58,136
Wisconsin -20,083 43,853 -63,936
Kansas -34,632 35,867 -70,499
Ohio -70,390 112,592 -182,982
Michigan -87,519 128,353 -215,872
Illinois -361,646 178,520 -540,166

Net Migration for Midwestern States April 2010-July 2016 (Cumulative)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2016 Population Estimates
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As a state, we have always “aged” in a fairly orderly manner

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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Unprecedented increases in MN’s 
“older adult” population 
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Little-to -no growth in working-age population in MN 
over the next 15 years

Source: Minnesota State Demographic Center Projections 11



Nobles County in 20 years

2015 2035

Source: Minnesota State Demographic Center Projections
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Minnesota’s labor force growth is projected to slow further
 over the next 10 years

 40,000 

 54,000 

 34,000 

 21,000 

 7,000  6,000  6,000 
 9,000 

 13,000  15,000  15,000 

19
80

-1
99

0

19
90

-2
00

0

20
00

-2
01

0

20
10

-2
01

5

20
15

-2
02

0

20
20

-2
02

5

20
25

-2
03

0

20
30

-2
03

5

20
35

-2
04

0

20
40

-2
04

5

20
45

-2
05

0

 60,000 

 50,000 

 40,000 

 30,000 

 20,000 

 10,000 

 -   

Source: U.S. Census Bureau (1980—2015) & MN State Demographic Center Projections (2015-2045)



Older Minnesotans are working longer than in the past,
but they are still retiring in large numbers
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Working-age population: Twin Cities and St. Cloud metro areas 
projected to grow—all other regions to decline

Source: Minnesota State Demographic Center Preliminary County Projections, 2017 15
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Nobles County will lose ~150 workers every 5 years between 
2015 and 2030

Source: Minnesota State Demographic Center 16
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The number of job openings recently surpassed the number of
people looking for work



Job Vacancies Growing in SW Minnesota; 
Unemployment Falling

Source: 18
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Job Vacancies by Occupation and Median Wage Offer
2018 Q2 –  Southwestern MN (EDR 8)

Source: Minnesota Department Employment and Economic Development, Job Vacancies Survey 19
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Increasing reports of labor shortages & of employers’ response



• Grow your own (train, retrain, and retain your own)

• Better alignment of preparation (& retooling)

• Pull (or keep) additional folks in the labor force:
• Older workers

• People with disabilities

• Parents, especially mothers

• Discouraged workers

• People with less education/skills that align poorly with available jobs

• Attract new workers (domestic, int’l migration)

Opportunities to impact labor force’s quality and size



Populations of Color now total 
1 million in MN, 19% of the population
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 10 Most Racially & Ethnically Diverse MN Cities Over 10,000

Total Of Color Percent of Color
Worthington           13,036             7,782 60%
Brooklyn Center           30,785           17,694 57%
Brooklyn Park           78,823           42,412 54%
St. Paul        297,160        138,476 47%
Hopkins           18,077             7,813 43%
Columbia Heights           19,689             7,972 40%
Minneapolis        404,670        160,434 40%
Richfield           35,912           13,637 38%
West St. Paul           19,779             7,292 37%
New Hope           20,819             7,543 36%

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey



People of Color make up about 40% of Nobles County

Race and ethnicity, 2012-2016 ~ 8,400 residents are People 
of Color

• 900 African-American or 
Black

• 100 American Indian

• 1,300 Asian

• 500 Multiracial/Other

• 5,700 Latino

White non-
Hispanic,
61%

Black,
4%

American Indian,
0%

Asian,
6%

Two or More/Other,
2%

Hispanic/Latino,
26%
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4,400 foreign-born 
residents of Nobles 

County (20%)



Demographic change over the next 15 years 
will bring new opportunities; will give us new

license to put policies, programs and 
institutions in place that work for more of us





The 2020 Census is about:

Equal
representation

Fair distribution
of resources

Data to make 
smart decisions



Congressional Reapportionment 
after the 2010 Census



After 2010:
The number of 
residents that 

were added or 
subtracted from 

each district

After the 2010 
Census, 
congressional 
districts changed to 
accommodate 
population growth 
and loss



Districts with lower counts 
expand; 
higher counts contract after 
redistricting

Political representation at the state-level based on census counts



• More than 8 billion federal dollars 
are distributed to state and local 
governments in MN each year on 
the basis of census data

• That’s $1,532 per person counted 
(and $15,320 for the decade)

Census counts guide the distribution of dollars

Source: George Washington University, Counting for Dollars, Minnesota profile

https://gwipp.gwu.edu/sites/gwipp.gwu.edu/files/downloads/Minnesota%20CFD%2005-31-17.pdf


Census 2020 will take place in a unique environment



Website: mn.gov/demography



But what about automation?

Source: McKinsey & Company



 Minnesota poised 
to fare better than 
many Midwest and 
Northeast states

 Working-age 
population (25-54) 
in MN projected to 
grow, though 
relatively slowly

8Source: University of Virginia Demographic Research Group


