COURSE SELECTION GUIDE

The goal of the Academy is to give our students the strongest possible academic preparation for college. The following has been true for sometime now: students who have prepared thoughtfully for academic life at high school, and who have chosen the most challenging academic program that equates to their level of ability, are far more likely to make a successful transition to the demands of college than those who have not.

Subject Areas

English: Our students must have four years of English in order to graduate.  Those students who are interested in attending a highly competitive college and have the requisite level of ability should enroll in AP English.

Mathematics: While our graduation requirements and the minimum requirements for college admission (Algebra I & II and Geometry) are identical, students should understand that competitive colleges will expect at least four years of mathematics in the upper school. Highly competitive colleges will expect honors and AP courses in advanced mathematics.

Science: Many competitive colleges require a minimum of 3 years of science. Highly and extremely competitive colleges state that honors and AP courses are important factors, especially as a senior.

World Languages: The study of a foreign language should and can progress naturally from high school to college. While the Academy requires only two years of the same language, competitive colleges expect students to pursue the study of a language through the third-, fourth-, and fifth-year levels, continuing through the senior year. If a student does not meet the requisite level of ability to continue on to the third year level of a language, then the student will need to pursue others options that may include:  1) double up in English, Math, Science or CEGS, 2) begin the study of a new language, 3) pursue electives in either F&PA or Computers. ESL students are certainly encouraged to pursue another language, but it is not a requirement.

CEGS/History/Social Science: While the Academy requires only two years of study in CEGS/History/Social Science, colleges will expect to see electives in the social sciences on the transcript through the senior year. Top students, with highly competitive college aspirations, should consider the AP course offerings.  

Fine & Performing Arts: Our students who have a deep interest in the arts (or intend to major in the fine or performing arts in college) should take every opportunity to develop their talents. We would also encourage all students to satisfy their Fine & Performing Arts by the close of their sophomore year in order to have more time for the increased difficulty and work load that junior and senior courses demand.

