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Single Story Poem Assignment 

 
Write a poem that breaks stereotypes and “single stories.” To begin, think 

about what you may be stereotyped for: boy/girl, student, young, 

gamer, athlete, Italian, short, etc. Then, list what those stereotypes often 

mean. 

 

My Stereotypes 

 

 

 

Then, as we discussed, a stereotype is a single story of someone. Even 

though sometimes stereotypes can be true, it does not define who a 

person is as a whole. In your poem, you will write facts and ideas about 

yourself that are not true or not consistent with that stereotype.   

 
"The problem with stereotypes is not that they are untrue,  

but that they are  incomplete.  

They make one story become the only story."  
- Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

 

Stereotype #1: _________________ Stereotype #2:__________________ 
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 , but contradicts who you really are. 



Single Story Poem Assignment 

Brainstorming Sheet 

 
 

 

 

 

 

I am a ___________, but  ________________________ 

but ___________________________________________ 

but ___________________________________________ 

 

I am a ___________, but  _______________________ 

but ___________________________________________ 

but ___________________________________________ 

 

 

I am a ___________, and  _______________________ 

and ___________________________________________ 

and ___________________________________________ 

 

I am a ___________, and  _______________________ 

and ___________________________________________ 

and ___________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each 

alternating 

stanza 

should 

focus on the 

same 

stereotype. 

*Other Reminders 
• Poems are not written in complete sentences, so keep your ideas 

brief and to the point.  

• This is a free verse poem, so it does not need to rhyme.  

• Your first line and your last line should be your strongest lines.  

The conjunction “but” means you are going to talk about 

something that is different or opposite. Therefore, for your 

first two stanzas, you should mention ideas about yourself 

that DO NOT fit the stereotype you’re writing about. 

The conjunction “and” means you are going to list something in 

addition to what you already said. In the last two stanzas, you 

should write other ideas about yourself that may not fit the 

stereotype, but also expose who you are. Remember, 

stereotypes are a single story. WE are never just a single story.  



Single Story Poem Assignment 

— examples— 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Single Story Poem Assignment 

— Rubric— 
	
	

	
	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 4 3 2 1 

Content/

Topic 

The poem discusses 

two stereotypes 

and includes 

logical and factual 

details. The poem is 

clear and easy to 

follow. 

The poem 

discusses two 

stereotypes, 

but lacks an 

understanding 

of one 

stereotype. 

The poem is 

unclear at 

times and lacks 

understanding 

of a 

stereotype. 

The poem 

lacks 

understanding 

of a 

stereotype; The 

poem may be 

off topic. 

Structure The poem follows 

the format (4 

stanzas) and uses 

the correct 

sentence structure 

with conjunctions. 

The poem 

mostly follows 

the format, but 

may have 

minor issues. 

The poem is 

not organized 

correctly and is 

confusing to 

follow. 

The poem is 

unorganized; 

does not have 

a clear 

structure. 

Word 

Choice 

The poem includes 

specific, grade-

appropriate word 

choice. 

The poem’s 

word choice is 

mostly grade-

appropriate. 

The poem may 

contain words 

that are weak 

or non-

descriptive. 

The poem 

lacks grade-

appropriate 

word choice. 

Grammar There are little to no 

punctuation, 

capitalization, and 

spelling issues. 

There are minor 

punctuation, 

capitalization, 

and spelling 

issues. 

There are some 

punctuation, 

capitalization, 

and spelling 

issues. 

Several 

punctuation, 

capitalization, 

and spelling 

issues. 

16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 or 

lower 

100 95 90 87 84 80 78 75 73 70 65 redo 


