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SINGLE STORY POEM ASSIGNMENT

Write a poem that breaks stereotypes and “single stories.” To begin, think
about what you may be stereotyped for , but contradicts who you really are.

My Stereotypes

Stereotype #1: Stereotype #2:

Then, as we discussed, a stereotype is a single story of someone. Even
though sometimes stereotypes can be true, it does not define who a
person is as a whole. In your poem, you will write facts and ideas about
yourself that are not true or not consistent with that stereotype.

“THE PROBLEM WITH STEREOTYPES IS NOT THAT THEY ARE UNTRUE,

BUT THAT THEY ARE yncompf ]

THEY MAKE ONE STORY BECOME THE ONLY STORY.”
- CHIMAMANDA NGOZI ADICHIE
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Brainstorming Sheet

The conjunction “but” means you are going to talk about

something that is different or opposite. Therefore, for your

first two stanzas, you should mention ideas about yourself
that DO NOT fit the stereotype you’re writing about.
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The conjunction “and” means you are going to list something in
addition to what you already said. In the last two stanzas, you
should write other ideas about yourself that may not fit the
stereotype, but also expose who you are. Remember,
stereotypes are a single story. WE are never just a single story.

*Other Reminders
Poems are not written in complete sentences, so keep your ideas
brief and to the point.
This is a free verse poem, so it does not need to rhyme.
Your first line and your last line should be your strongest lines.
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I am a girl, but I love all types of sports
But I despise the colors pink and purple
But I play a lot of video games such as Madden 20

I am a Mexican, but I’'m not poor
I am an introvert, but I’'m loud and talk a lot at home but I don’t have an accent

But I have a lot of close friends but I don’t have rice and chicken every day
But I’m not lonely
I am a girl, but I don’t wear pink
but I’'m not a cheerleader with pom poms
but I don’t do my hair for hours

I am a girl, and my favorite football team is the Rams
And I love to draw and create art in my freetime
And science is my favorite subject in school

I am a Mexican, and I have all A’s
and I hate Chihuahuas
and I love Cross Country

I am an introvert, and I'm Italian
And I love to go to the beach in the summer
And my favorite food is clams

I am a girl, and I work for what I get
and I love football
and I love learning about Social Studies
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