Craig City School District

P.0. Box 800, Craig, Alaska 99921 Chris Reitan, Superintendent
www.craigschools.com Jackie Hanson, Elem./MS Principal
Phone (907) 826.3274 Kim Brand, HS Principal
FAX (907) 826.3322 Mollie Harings, PACE Principal

September 10, 2018
Re: PEAKSs Individual Student Results
Dear CCSD Families;

Included with this letter is your student’s PEAKSs assessment results from last spring’s testing
period.

As stated in a previous communication, it’s important for us to be careful as we examine our
student’s PEAKSs assessment data and not jump to conclusions without analyzing the data
alongside our student’s MAPs data, and classroom-based assessments. The PEAKSs assessment
data is generated from one day within the entire 2017-18 school year. The data provides a lens
about our student’s academic performance but does not capture the entire story. Our
responsibility is to use the PEAKSs assessment data and couple this information with our MAPs
and classroom-based assessment data along with what we already know about each of our
student’s academic needs and interests to determine specific areas worthy of celebration and
specific areas that present themselves as opportunities for improvement.

The PEAKSs English Language Arts and Math subject area assessments were administered to all
students enrolled in grades 3 through 9 during the 2017-18 school year. The PEAKSs Science
subject arca assessments were administered to all students enrolled in grades 4, 8, and 10 during
the 2017-18 school year. These assessments provide students the opportunity to show their
understanding of Alaska ELA, Math, and Science standards. The assessments provide
information to parents, educators, policy makers, communities and businesses about how
Alaska’s schools and districts are performing. The assessments also provide information to help
schools improve.

Included with this letter is a document from the state that provides additional information about
how to read your student’s report. If you would like to discuss any aspect of your student’s
PEAKSs 2017-18 assessment data, please don’t hesitate to contact me or your student’s principal.
It will be important for CCSD to have as many different lenses on this data to ensure we are
providing the strongest instructional program for each of our students. Thank you for your
continued support and guidance.

Sincerely,

)/ ¢
¥
Chris Reitan, Superintendent
creitan(@craigschools.com
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Reading the PEAKS Student Report

) This section presents student, school, and district information.

@ The number in the box indicates the student's scale score in English language arts and mathematics.
*Please Note: If the student did not attempt the test or if the student did not receive a valid test
score, there will not be a scale score or other information reported. Contact your school for more
information about the specific circumstances.

@ The horizontal bar graphically illustrates the student’s scale score and the location of that score in
the achievement level attained by the student. The dark circle in the symbol (~e-) represents the
student’s actual scale score. The bars on the side of the circle represent the range of where the
student’s score would likely fall if the student were to test again. This represents the standard error of
measurement (SEM).

0 This section describes the student’s achievement level determined by the scale scores reported in
section B. Achievement levels are reported as Advanced (A), Proficient (P), Below Proficient (BP), or
Far Below Proficient (FBP). The Achievement Level Descriptors on the back page of the report provide
more specific information about each achievement level.

G This section shows the student's scale score and how it compares to the scores of the school, district,
and state. The median represents the middle score in an ordered list of scores. Half the scores are
above the median and half are below. The median is used instead of the mean (or average) because it
is more stable if there are some extremely high or low scores in a group.

o This section shows a comparison of how the student performed in the reporting categories for English
language arts and mathematics. The symbols indicate how the student performed compared to
students who score at the just barely proficient level (a scale score of 500).

@ This section provides general descriptions of what a student in this grade level can do at each
achievement level in each subject. Find the student's achievement level on the first page of the report
and read the description to learn more about the content and skills that the student demonstrated
and see what content and skills would be demonstrated by students reaching a higher achievement
level on PEAKS.

Terms and Types of Scores

Scale Score: A number that provides a common metric for expressing student performance. The student'’s
overall performance on PEAKS is reported as a scale score. Points earned by answering an item correctly are
converted into a scale score that takes into consideration the difficulty of the item.

Achievement Levels: Student performance on PEAKS is reported in one of four achievement levels.
These levels describe the performance of the student on the standards tested at the grade level. The four
achievement levels are:

e Advanced (A)—Student meets the standards at an advanced level, demonstrating knowledge and
skills of complex grade-level content.

® Proficient (P)—Student meets the standards at a proficient level, demonstrating knowledge and
skills of current grade-level content.

® Below Proficient (BP)—Student partially meets the standards, and may have gaps in knowledge
and skills but is capable of most grade-level content.

e Far Below Proficient (FBP)—Student may partially meet the standards, but has significant gaps in
knowledge and skills of current grade-level content.

Standard Error of Measurement (SEM): The SEM provides information about the level of confidence that a
student would achieve the same score if that student tested again on an equivalent form of the test without
changing knowledge or skills. The SEM is specific for the particular grade and content area.
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