Science Olympiad Application Form for New Members
J. Michael Lunsford Middle School

Thank you for your interest in J. Michael Lunsford’s Middle School’s Science Olympiad program!  Last year, our team participated in both the regional and state level competitions, and we are excited to be back again!  Strong participation from both students and parent volunteers throughout the season is essential to a productive season. This year our school can have two teams, each consisting of 15 students.  We currently have 9 active members in our Science Olympiad club from last year.  These team members have been working hard since last year and have already been assigned to some of the events.  That means we still have 21 open spaces for new members to join our competition teams.  Only 2-3 students can compete in a particular event however, so if more are interested, the coaches will select the students to compete at the tournament based on their degree of preparation, previous experience, involvement of an adult mentor, and mastery of the event parameters.
APPLICATION AND INTEREST SURVEY DEADLINE FOR NEW MEMBERS:  Thursday, October 23. 
Survey is on the Science Olympiad Webpage.  Applications can be turned in by one of these methods:

· Bring it to the front office in an envelope marked “Science Olympiad”

· Deliver it to Mrs. Renaghan in room 708 or Mrs. Nichols in room 714
SELECTION PROCESS:

· Student applications AND interest surveys must be submitted by October 23. 
· If there are more than 30 students signing up for learning events, a test will be administered on 
November 6, on 3 topics related to this year’s learning events.  The top scoring 30 students will be invited to join the club for learning events.  Any students not selected for learning events can still participate in the building events school-wide competition.  
· For building events, students will be selected based on their performance in a school-wide building events challenge in December/January in which students will be required to display their work and answer questions on their device… more information to come later!

· After the above selection processes, SO club will consist of approximately 45 students beginning in January.  Out of those club members, during final selection, 6 students will be selected to join team 1 and 15 students will be selected for team 2.  This final selection will be based on competition(s), number of hours logged in for learning/working on their event, and regular attendance to club meetings.  A total of 30 students will represent our school at the Regionals tournament.  
· If our school qualifies for the state tournament, we can only send one team of 15 students, which will be comprised of the top scoring students at Regionals. The coaches will select the best fit for our school team to ensure our team's success in all 23 events at States. 
STUDENT MEETINGS: 

Student meetings will usually be held every other week on Thursday afternoons from 3:30-4:30pm in room 708
The first meeting will be held on Thursday October 9.  At the coaches’ discretion, the teams may need to meet every Thursday when we get closer to the Regionals competition.  
TIME COMMITMENT: 
· Team members will be expected to attend all Science Olympiad meetings and put in an additional 1-2 hours a week preparing for events, with more hours to be put in as we move closer to competition dates.
· Prior to each meeting, team members will be asked to look at a specific event and to build or demonstrate his understanding of the event, to showcase the creative and skill building process involved. More information will be provided on this. 
· By November, participants will be selected for the various events based on their contribution and preparedness for team meetings.
· Between November and February, team members are expected to meet with their small groups to build and/ or study for their various events. Entire group meetings will involve students sharing their designs and knowledge with the rest, as well as science-related team-building challenges. 
TOURNAMENT and EVENTS:
Regionals tournament is typically late February or March.  Students may compete in multiple events. Descriptions of the events are available on the Science Olympiad and Virginia Science Olympiad websites. See www.virginiaso.com, (click on the ‘Events’ Tab at the top of the page). 
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 ****                                                         STUDENT SECTION                                                                  **** *   

Student First Name:  



 Student Last Name:  





Grade:







Science teacher: 




	Why are you interested in participating in Science Olympiad? What would you like to gain from the experience?

	


	List the top 5 events you’d like to do, and your reasons. (See www.virginiaso.com, events tab for list and descriptions).  ***YOU MUST ALSO COMPLETE THE INTEREST SURVEY ONLINE***

	1.
2.

3.

4.

5. 




	What is one of the events you are most interested in doing and why? 

	


	Please describe any relevant experience, hobbies, activities, interests and/or skills.

	


STUDENT AGREEMENT
Students: please put a yes or no next to each item. 

If selected for the Science Olympiad team…

_____ I agree that each Science Olympiad team meeting is valuable and will attend each meeting as best I can. If a conflict arises, I will notify my coach in advance.

_____ I agree that my behavior at meetings will be constructive. 

_____ I agree to cooperate on whatever events I am selected for, even if it’s not my first choice.

____ I agree to represent our school in the regionals and states Science Olympiad competitions, if selected. 
Student Signature _________________________________Date: _______________

Student email:  _________________________________
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****                                                           PARENT SECTION                                                                    **** *

	Parents: Please include any coaching strengths (profession, education, hobby, or special interest in specified event).  Please indicate whether you can help with other needs, such as t-shirts, food, fundraising, etc. 

	Skills:

Other Assistance:

Special Circumstances:




	List the top 3 events you’d like to help coach. (See www.virginiaso.com, for descriptions)

	1.
2.

3.




PARENT/GUARDIAN AGREEMENT
Please initial your agreement to each item.

_____ I understand that parent volunteering by at least one parent is required for my child to be a team member. I agree to help coach at least one event, that is, set up and facilitate the meetings and obtain necessary materials. If I am personally unable to perform this role, I will find another mentor to serve in my place as needed or requested
_____ I agree to make every effort to have my child attend Science Olympiad meetings, event-specific practice, and the Regional Competition. All transportation will be provided by parents. If there is a conflict, my child or I will notify the coach.

_____ I grant permission to use photographs or videos of my participant child in print or online materials designed for news, informational or educational purposes related to the Science Olympiad program.

_____ I agree to be responsible for any damage done by my child, accidentally or purposefully, during any competition or prep/study. 

Parent’s Name (print): ___________________________ 

Parent’s Phone: ________________  Cell: __________________ Email: ___________________
Parent Signature ______________________________________Date________________
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