FORENSIC SCIENCE

Course Guidelines and Expectations (2015-2016 SCHOOL YEAR)

DESCRIPTION: This course serves as an introductory course in forensic science.  Its primary focus is on practicing physical science and analyzing evidence found at crime scenes.  In this class you will be applying the scientific method to analyze many types of evidence, from fingerprints and hair to fibers and handwriting.  You will be solving puzzles and learning about real-life forensic cases.  Forensic science is also multidisciplinary, so it will tie in many concepts from your previous science classes.    

CLASS RULES AND EXPECTATIONS:

1. Arrive on-time and be in your seat when the bell rings.

2. Be prepared with all class materials.

3. Show respect to the teacher, your peers, and all class equipment.

4. No cheating.

CONSEQUENCES: Failure to follow the rules may result in one or more of the following:

1. Warning and/or discussion with teacher about the inappropriate behavior.

2. Second warning/discussion.

3. Detention.

4. Phone call to parent.

5. Further referral to the school office.

CLASS MATERIALS: 


-You will be issued a Forensic Science for High School textbook for the class.  You may keep your book in the designated spot in the classroom and take it home with you when ever you need to.  YOUR TEXTBOOK MUST BE COVERED AND HAVE YOUR NAME ON THE COVER!  This will help minimize damage and easily identify your book.

-You will be keeping a binder of all your work in this class.  You will need a binder (at least 1 inch).  See below for how your binder will be graded.  

-You will need to purchase a notebook for using as a journal for taking notes, answering questions, and recording lab information.

Always come to class prepared with your textbook, a writing utensil, notebook, binder, and any assignments that are due.

GRADING: On the next page you will see a breakdown of how your grade for the class will be determined.  


Quarter 3 = 42%
Midterm = 8%

Quarter 4 = 42%
Final = 8%

You will receive grades for worksheets, activities, and labs (in your binder) and tests/quizzes.  

BINDER: You will complete all activities and labs and put them in your binder.  At the end of class on Monday (or whatever day is first in that week) you will turn in your binder.  I will check to see that all assignments from the previous week are in your binder and complete.  Some parts will be checked for correctness and others for overall completion.  You will receive points for your binder every week.

BELL WORK: We will have bell work every day to start class. You will be responsible for writing down the question and then your answer on a sheet of paper.  You will turn in your bell work for the week with your binder and receive points for it.

TESTS/QUIZZES: We will have a test at the end of each chapter.  We will never have any pop quizzes and we will always have a review day before a test.  

**Hall Passes: You will be given 9 hall passes to use each quarter.  You may use them to go to the restroom, your locker, the drinking fountain, etc.  Once they are used up you will not be given any more passes for the rest of that quarter.  If you have any unused passes left at the end of the quarter, you may turn them in for bonus points!***

EXTRA HELP: If you feel you are having trouble with material in class and slipping behind, please see me to get help.  The quicker a problem is addressed, the faster you will get back on track and achieve success in this class.  Do not be afraid to ask questions, you and probably half the class will be glad you did.  I am usually available before school and for a little while after school.

ATTENDANCE: Attendance is critical to success in this class, and just about everything in life.  If you are absent from school, it is your responsibility to make up any tests, work, or projects by scheduling an appropriate time with me.  Please check the example binder to see which specific papers you will need to get copies of.  Being absent exempts you from having to complete labs or watch in class videos only, you are responsible for making up ALL other work!

ONLINE CLASSROOM: I have a page through Madison Local Schools Online Classroom.  This page has information for this class, including this syllabus, the weekly syllabus, and important announcements.  I will also post notes, videos, and links that we used in class as much as possible.  Please check it often!  It can be accessed through the Madison Local Schools website or by going to http://www.madisonschools.net/olc/teacher.aspx?s=208  Just click on the Forensic Science link on the left side of the homepage.

