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                Books and Pictures

 Item 15.  A “wide selection of books” includes a variety of topics: fantasy; factual information; stories about people, animals, and nature/science; books that reflect different cultures and abilities.  In order to be given credit for a wide selection there must be at least 20 books for a group of up to 15 children, and at least one extra book for each additional child over that number permitted to attend.  Approximately 3-4 examples of each topic are required, but this rule is flexible, and there might be more or less of any topic.  However, each topic must be represented.

5.2 Examples of additional language materials are posters and pictures, flannel board stories, picture card games, and recorded stories and songs.
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                Fine Motor

Item 19.  There are several different types of fine motor materials, including small building toys such as interlocking blocks and Lincoln logs; art materials such as crayons and scissors; manipulatives such as beads of different sizes for stringing, pegs, and pegboards, sewing cards; and puzzles.  “Some” of each type means more than one example of each of the four types is accessible for 1 hour in an 8-hour program, prorated appropriately in shorter programs (see “Explanation of Terms Used Throughout the Scale” on p.7 for amount of time required).

5.1  “Many” requires at least three examples of each type to be accessible for a substantial portion of the day.
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                       Art

Item 20.  Categories of art materials: drawing materials such as paper, crayons, nontoxic felt pens, thick pencils; paints; three-dimensional materials such as play dough , clay, wood gluing, or carpentry; collage materials;  such as safe scissors, staplers, hole punches, tape dispensers.

5.1  “Many and varied” requires that 3-5 different art materials be accessible from at least four of the categories for a substantial portion of the day, drawing materials is required as one of the four.
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                       Blocks

Item 22.  Blocks are materials suitable for building sizable structures.  Types of blocks are unit blocks (wooden or plastic, including shapes such as rectangles, squares, triangles, and cylinders); large hollow blocks (wooden, plastic, or cardboard); homemade blocks (materials such as food boxes and plastic containers).  At least 2 types of blocks and a variety of accessories are accessible daily for 3 or more children to build at the same time.
3.1  Accessories enrich block play.  Examples are toy people, animals, vehicles, and road signs.
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                    Sand / Water

Item 23.  Materials that can easily be poured, such as rice, lentils, birdseed, and cornmeal may be substituted for sand.  Sand or sand substitute must be available in sufficient quantity so children can dig in it, fill containers, and pour.

5.2  For “variety”, consider the differences among the toys that children can use.  Variety is represented in to characteristics, such as use, size, transparency level, shape, color, and these types of properties should be considered, but use of the toys is of prime importance in making a scoring decision.  If only duplicates of one toy are accessible (e.g., many spoons), then the requirements for variety are not met.  Variety in toys does not have to be provided all at one time – variety can be provided through regular rotation of toys.  
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                      Dramatic Play

Item 24.  Dramatic play is enhanced by props that encourage a variety of themes including housekeeping (e.g., dolls, child –sized furniture, dress-up, kitchen utensils); different kinds of work (e.g., office, construction, farm, store, fire-fighting, transportation); fantasy (e.g., animals, dinosaurs, storybook characters); and leisure (e.g., camping, sports).

5.1  Thus, two or three gender-specific examples of dress-up items are required (such as ties, hard hats, or shoes to represent men’s clothes; purses or flowery hats for women’s).  More generic clothing, such as sweatshirts or running shoes, can also be provided, but these do not count as gender-specific dress-ups.
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                       Nature Science

Item 25.  Nature science materials include the following categories: collections of natural objects (e.g., rocks, insects, seed pods), living things to care for and observe (e.g., house plants, gardens, pets), nature/science books, games, or toys (e.g., nature matching cards, nature sequence cards), and nature/science activities such as cooking and simple experiments (e.g., with magnets, magnifying glasses, sink-and-float).  The term collection of natural objects requires that there are groups of similar objects that can be classified together.  For example, look for a collection of seashells, fall seeds, leaves, and pinecones.  Sufficient numbers of the objects in each collection must be present to allow children to explore similarities and/or differences.  The collections must be of natural things; plastics collections (e.g., insect, zoo animals) are counted as science nature toys.  Collections must be accessible to the children if they are to count towards meeting indicator 5.2 requiring a substantial portion of the day.

5.1  “Many” means approximately 3-5 examples of three categories of nature science materials.  However, this can vary as long as three of the four categories are represented.  In some cases you might give credit for more than 3-5 of one type and less than 3-5 of another.  This will also depend on the ages and number of children in the group.  (For a description of each of the four categories of nature / science materials, see All About the ECERS-R, pp. 253-256.)
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                        Math Number

Item 26.  Different types of materials for math / number help children to experience counting, measuring comparing quantities, recognizing shapes, and to become familiar with written numbers.  Examples of math number materials are: small objects to count, balance scales, rulers, number puzzles, magnetic numbers, number games such as dominoes or number lotto, and geometric shapes such as parquetry blocks.

5.1 “Many” means approximately 3-5 of each type.  However, this can vary, as long as all four types are represented.  In some cases you might give credit for more than 3-5 of one type and less than 3-5 of another.  This will also depend on the ages and number of children in the group.  Credit should be given for materials obviously designed for math learning (e.g., puzzle with graduated sizes or different shapes, pegboard with number printed and holes to match, balance scale with things to weigh, nested cups that require size recognition).  To give credit for more generic materials (blocks, beads for stringing, sets of bears with many pieces), it must be observed that the materials are used for math learning.


