


Course Description:

Science Grade 8 is a course, which will focus on all of the branches of science.  This will include Earth Science, Life Science, and Physical Science.  Concepts, which are found in common with other sciences, will be emphasized in themes covering topics on environmental interactions, systems and structures, energy, changes over time, and Engineering Design. This course will show relevance to student learning and understanding of science.
Units will focus on the following 10 major topics:


Scientific Method


Chemistry of the Body


Charts and Graphs


Evolution/Fossils


Kinetic Energy


Ecosystems


Heredity  



Human Impact on Environment

Natural Hazards


Climate Change
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	8th Grade Science Syllabus and Classroom Procedures 

 Estill County Middle School

Mr. Seth T. Martin


** Much of the course will be taught through teacher made notes, presentations and videos that will be presented in the classroom. 

General Rules for Mr. Martin’s Class:  Be on time, be prepared, be respectful and be responsible.

General Rules for Estill County Middle School:
1. Raise your hand and wait until called upon to talk. 

2. Remain in your seat unless you have permission to get up.


3. Be polite and respectful. Keep your hands and feet to yourself. 

4. Be prepared (bring necessary supplies, books, and assignments to class).


5. Pay attention (look and listen to the person who is talking). 

6. Follow directions of all adults. 

7. Leave all non-educational items at home.

Preparation for Class: Students are required to bring a pencil, paper, completed homework and their Data Folder to each class unless otherwise directed.

Expectations for class: 

Everyone has the right to, and should expect to, learn.

Each individual is worthy of respect.

Classroom orderliness is necessary for an effective classroom.

Hard work is necessary for learning.

Earned consequences:  The teacher may: require a detention after school.  A call to the parent, a team conference with the student, or hold a parent conference with the team of teachers.  The District’s Student Handbook outlines the official progressive discipline policy which may be activated based on the student’s behavior and the judgment of an administrator.  

Late Work:

a) Students that do not turn in homework on time will be required to fill out a No Homework card.  If the work is not turned in the following day, the student will be required to attend an after school detention to complete the work. 

Missed Work: 

a) It is the student’s responsibility to obtain the homework assignments, notes & any other pertinent information that is missed during an absence.

b) Missed work due to an absence: Additional time (up to five school days) and full credit will be allowed for each day of a verifiable and excused absence. Exceptions will be made in unique, deserving situations as determined by the teacher and/or administrator. 

Grading:

1. Summative. 

a. This category will include tests, and presentations.

2. Formative. 
a. This category will include quizzes, homework, and class work tasks.

If you see a blank spot, that means I have not graded the assignment, or do not have the assignment. For the most part, I will grade assignments within two days of being turned in. 

Zeroes can always be made up. If an assignment is more than two days late, it becomes a zero in the grade book. Again, zeroes can ALWAYS be made up. 

Tardies:



a) You are expected to be in the classroom following the class preparation instructions listed on the 


board when the bell rings, or you will be considered tardy.



b) School policy will be followed in regard to discipline for tardiness.

Parent Teacher Conferences: 

Teachers will contact parents/guardians to share good news concerning their student’s educational growth or to discuss behaviors or work habits that might cause the student difficulty in class. Students are to meet, outside of class time with the teacher to discuss questions or concerns related to class.  If this contact does not resolve the issue, students may contact the assistant principal.  Parents are encouraged to communicate with teachers through e-mail.  

Teacher’s e-mail address for this class seth.martin@estill.kyschools.us 
PRINTED STUDENT NAME:   __________________________________

Science Class Period: ___________

We have reviewed the course syllabus and classroom procedures for Mr. Martin’s Science Class.

Parent/Guardian Signature:_________________________________

Student Signature: _______________________________________ 

        

Date: _______________________

Phone numbers where parent/guardian can be reached.   
______________________________ primary









______________________________ alternate

Email Address:  _______________________________  
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