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 General Information
 OSPI Resources
 Updates
 Test and Item Specifications
 Short Answer Templates

 Upcoming Events
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 Students in the class of 2014 (current 10th graders) 
are required to take the biology EOC in spring 2012 

 Students in the class of 2015 (current 9th)
 Students taking a biology course in 2011-12 will  take the 

biology EOC in spring 2012. 
 Students not taking a biology course in 2011-12 will take 

the biology EOC in spring 2013. 
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 Testing window: May 7 through June  15, 2012

 Locally determined schedule, during last three 
weeks of the course

 May be administered in three 50 minute class 
settings, or in a single session of approximately      
150 minutes

 First retake opportunity will be Winter 2013
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EALR Percent of EOC

1: Systems (crossed with Life Science and alone) At least 15

2: Inquiry (crossed with Life Science and alone) 20 – 25

3: Application (crossed with Life Science and alone) 15

4: Life science domain of EALR 4 (alone) 45 – 50
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Life Science Domain of EALR 4
Percent of EALR 4 

Items
Percent of EOC 

Points

Processes in cells (LS1) 40-45 20-23

Maintenance and stability of 
populations (LS2)

30-35 15-18

Mechanisms of Evolution (LS3) 25-30 14-16
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Item Type Biology EOC

Multiple Choice 30-34

Completion 1-5

Short Answer 5

Total Items 40

Total Points 45

Pilot Items 5
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Questions 
or 

Comments
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Stand-alone items
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 Rubric
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Questions 
or 

Comments
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• General vocabulary 8th 
grade or lower

• Biology Terms that may 
appear on the exam

• Life science vocabulary 
from 5th and 8th grade
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Questions 
or 

Comments
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 Use own curriculum
 Samples here are only to show possibilities

 Can be used in multiple ways
 Formative assessment
 Individual or group assignments
 End of unit assessment
 Pre-lab activity
 Post lab assessment 

Note: NONE of the samples are exam items
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Questions 
or 

Comments
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 Science Assessment
 Science Assessment Update for 2012

 http://www.k12.wa.us/Science/pubdocs/ScienceBioEOCUpdate2012.
pdf

 Test and Item Specifications
 http://www.k12.wa.us/Science/TestSpecs/HSBiologyTestandItemSpe

c.pdf

 Short  Answer Item Templates
 http://www.k12.wa.us/Science/ItemTemplates.aspx

 Lessons Learned from Scoring Student Work
 http://www.k12.wa.us/Science/pubdocs/2011LessonsLearned.pdf
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 Science Teaching and Learning
 Teaching and Learning Science & Assessment 

Informational Webinars
  http://www.k12.wa.us/Science/Standards.aspx

  Life Science Instructional Supports Moodle:
   http://moodle.ospi.k12.wa.us/
 If you haven’t visited this site before, you will be prompted to 

create an account. It is very easy and takes no time. Supports 
have been developed for High School Life Science Content 
Standards 1-3. Systems and Applications EALR’s are still being 
developed.
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 Science Teaching and Learning
 Safety in Science Instruction

 http://www.k12.wa.us/Science/pubdocsscienceclassroomsafetyguideline
s.pdf

 http://www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/ts/School/default.htm 
 Topics

 Biological Issues
 Career and Technical Education, 
 Art and Science 
 Safety
 Facilities and Construction
 Indoor Air Quality
 Lead
 Playgrounds
 Rules and Regulations
 Student Health and Safety
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 Performance Level Descriptor Training
February 1- April 27, 2012; Biology EOC

 Contrasting Groups Study
April 9-27, 2012; Biology EOC

 Content Review
April 9-13, 2012; Grades 5 & 8
April 16-20, 2012; Biology EOC
April 23-27, 2012; Biology EOC

 "SALT" and "PEPPER” email list
http://www.k12.wa.us/Science/ProfDevelopment.aspx
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 Are there any questions?

 Thank you for your 
participation.
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