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Exploring Agriculture

Instructor:
Mrs. Walters
Office Hours:
7:30 am- 3:15 pm
Monday – Thursday, and by appointment

Email:
awalters@lamar.k12.mo.us

Phone:
(417) 682-3548  ext:  133

Personal: (417) 448-7129  **Please no texting
Course Description:
This course is targeted to eighth grade students who will become consumers of agricultural products.  Emphasis will be placed on agriculture literacy, consumer education, and leadership development. This is a hands-on course that will involve many short units including careers in agriculture, plant and animal science, hunter education, and business.
 

Program Overview:
All classes in the Agricultural Education Department are divided into three main components.  These include classroom and laboratory instruction, the Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) Program, and the National FFA Organization.  Students who enroll in these classes at the high school level are expected to participate in each of the three areas.  The Agricultural Education Department focuses on building career development skills in all students in the many areas of the field of agriculture.

 

Description of the FFA:  The FFA is a National Organization made up of nearly 500,000 members from all fifty states.  The FFA's mission is to make a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth, and career success through agricultural education.  Members are expected to participate in a wide variety of activities, which may range from across the state and across the nation. 

Classroom Procedures:

In order to have a pleasant and productive learning environment it is important that all students observe the following guidelines.

Tardiness- The school policy on tardies will be followed.  Any student not in the classroom when the bell rings, is considered tardy unless they have a note or permission from a teacher or the office.  This includes, and is not limited to, going to the bathroom or locker and getting drinks.  Before a student asks to go to the bathroom, locker or get a drink, they need to be ready and have asked permission from the instructor.  Failure to do this will result in a tardy.


Classroom Behavior- Students are expected to remain seated during class time unless instructed to do otherwise.  When class begins, each student is expected to be quiet and ready to begin.  If you have something appropriate to say, raise your hand and you will be called on.  Talking while someone else is speaking is not courteous and is unacceptable behavior.  Respect the belongings of others.  If it’s not yours ask to use it or for it to be moved.  DO NOT TAKE what is not yours!  Do not lean back in the chairs or sit on the tables.  Bathroom breaks are to be used in between classes, not during instructional time; use your time wisely.  Students shall conduct themselves in a manner respecting the rights of other students and treating others as they would wish to be treated.  Also, the use of profanity is not acceptable public behavior and will not be tolerated.  Discipline problems will be handled according to classroom policies established by Mrs. Walters, current school polices and any other appropriate policies established by the board of education.  


Absences- After an absence, it is the responsibility of the student to contact the teacher to take care of all make-up work.  Attendance is extremely important, especially when the class is conducting a lab assignment.  Time lost from working on a lab project cannot be made up.  Students with excessive absences may be assigned extra work to complete at home.  They will only receive a portion of the daily grade they would have received if they were present at school.  If the student doesn’t make arrangements to make up missed work, he/she will receive a zero for all missed work.   The school policy allows 2 days for every 1-day to make up any absent work.

Pencils- Each student is required to have a pencil to write with in class.  Students who consistently borrow pencils, either from the teacher or another student, will result in a reduction in their daily grade or discipline action.  A reduction in daily grade may also result if students do not have their notebook when class is ready to begin.

Grades:

Grades will be based upon classroom work, daily classroom grades, tests and quizzes.
Rules and Policies:

Classroom/Shop Rules

1. Follow all rules listed in the Student Handbook.

2. Be Prepared!  Have your notebook and be in your seat when the bell rings!

3. Do your own Work!  You will never meet your full potential if you don’t!

4. NO Horseplay!  Identified per the teacher.

5. Take care of your school, classroom and laboratories!  If you do your part it will be easy for everyone else to do his or her part.

Course Topics:

Careers 

Leadership & Personal Development 

SAE

Missouri & US Agriculture

Intro to Animal & Plant Products

Agribusiness

Hunter Education

